
 

The Art of Worldly Wisdom
Baltasar Gracian, 1647

 (WranVlaWed b\ ChriVWopher MaXrer)

PART 1 RI 12

001. AOO KaV UeacKed SeUIecWLRQ, aQd becRPLQJ a WUXe SeUVRQ LV WKe JUeaWeVW SeUIecWLRQ RI
aOO.

 IW WDNHV PRUH WR PDNH RQH VDJH WRGD\ WKDQ LW GLG WR PDNH WKH VHYHQ RI GUHHFH. AQG \RX QHHG
PRUH UHVRXUFHV WR GHDO ZLWK D VLQJOH SHUVRQ WKHVH GD\V WKDQ ZLWK DQ HQWLUH QDWLRQ LQ WLPHV SDVW.

002. CKaUacWeU aQd LQWeOOLJeQce.
 TKH SROHV \RXU WDOHQW VSLQV RQ, GLVSOD\LQJ \RXU JLIWV. OQH ZLWKRXW WKH RWKHU EULQJV RQO\ KDOI RI

VXFFHVV. IW LVQ'W HQRXJK WR EH LQWHOOLJHQW; \RX PXVW DOVR KDYH WKH ULJKW FKDUDFWHU. TKH IRRO IDLOV E\
EHKDYLQJ ZLWKRXW UHJDUG WR KLV FRQGLWLRQ, SRVLWLRQ, RULJLQ, RU IULHQGVKLSV.

003. KeeS PaWWeUV LQ VXVSeQVe.
 SXFFHVVHV WKDW DUH QRYHO ZLQ DGPLUDWLRQ. BHLQJ WRR REYLRXV LV QHLWKHU XVHIXO QRU WDVWHIXO. B\ QRW

GHFODULQJ \RXUVHOI LPPHGLDWHO\ \RX ZLOO NHHS SHRSOH JXHVVLQJ, HVSHFLDOO\ LI \RXU SRVLWLRQ LV
LPSRUWDQW HQRXJK WR DZDNHQ H[SHFWDWLRQV. M\VWHU\ E\ LWV YHU\ DUFDQHQHVV FDXVHV YHQHUDWLRQ.
EYHQ ZKHQ UHYHDOLQJ \RXUVHOI, DYRLG WRWDO IUDQNQHVV, DQG GRQ'W OHW HYHU\RQH ORRN LQVLGH \RX.
CDXWLRXV VLOHQFH LV ZKHUH SUXGHQFH WDNHV UHIXJH. OQFH GHFODUHG, UHVROXWLRQV DUH QHYHU HVWHHPHG,
DQG WKH\ OLH RSHQ WR FULWLFLVP. II WKH\ WXUQ RXW EDGO\, \RX ZLOO EH WZLFH XQIRUWXQDWH. II \RX ZDQW
SHRSOH WR ZDWFK DQG ZDLW RQ \RX, LPLWDWH WKH GLYLQLW\.

004. KQRZOedJe aQd cRXUaJe WaNe WXUQV aW JUeaWQeVV.
 BHFDXVH WKH\ DUH LPPRUWDO, WKH\ FDQ PDNH \RX VR. <RX DUH DV PXFK DV \RX NQRZ, DQG LI \RX DUH

ZLVH \RX FDQ GR DQ\WKLQJ. TKH XQLQIRUPHG SHUVRQ LV D GDUN ZRUOG XQWR KLPVHOI. JXGJPHQW DQG
VWUHQJWK: H\HV DQG KDQGV. :LWKRXW FRXUDJH, ZLVGRP EHDUV QR IUXLW.

005. MaNe SeRSOe deSeQd RQ \RX.
 A JRG LV PDGH QRW E\ DGRUQLQJ WKH VWDWXH EXW E\ DGRULQJ LW. HH ZKR LV WUXO\ VKUHZG ZRXOG UDWKHU

KDYH SHRSOH QHHG KLP WKDQ WKDQN KLP. 9XOJDU JUDWLWXGH LV ZRUWK OHVV WKDQ SROLWH KRSH, IRU KRSH
UHPHPEHUV DQG JUDWLWXGH IRUJHWV. <RX ZLOO JHW PRUH IURP GHSHQGHQFH WKDQ IURP FRXUWHV\. HH
ZKR KDV DOUHDG\ GUXQN WXUQV KLV EDFN RQ WKH ZHOO, DQG WKH RUDQJH DOUHDG\ VTXHH]HG WXUQV IURP
JROG LQWR PXG. :KHQ WKHUH LV QR ORQJHU GHSHQGHQFH, JRRG PDQQHUV GLVDSSHDU, DQG VR GRHV
HVWHHP. TKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW OHVVRQ H[SHULHQFH WHDFKHV LV WR PDLQWDLQ GHSHQGHQFH, DQG HQWHUWDLQ
LW ZLWKRXW VDWLVI\LQJ LW. TKLV FDQ KROG HYHQ D NLQJ. BXW GRQ'W FDUU\ LW WRR IDU, OHDGLQJ RWKHUV DVWUD\
E\ \RXU VLOHQFH RU PDNLQJ WKHLU LOOV LQFXUDEOH IRU \RXU RZQ JRRG.

006. ReacK SeUIecWLRQ.
 NR RQH LV ERUQ WKDW ZD\. PHUIHFW \RXUVHOI GDLO\, ERWK SHUVRQDOO\ DQG SURIHVVLRQDOO\, XQWLO \RX

EHFRPH D FRQVXPPDWH EHLQJ, URXQGLQJ RII \RXU JLIWV DQG UHDFKLQJ HPLQHQFH. SLJQV RI WKH
SHUIHFW SHUVRQ : HOHYDWHG WDVWH, D SXUH LQWHOOLJHQFH, D FOHDU ZLOO, ULSHQHVV RI MXGJPHQW. SRPH
SHRSOH DUH QHYHU FRPSOHWH DQG DUH DOZD\V ODFNLQJ VRPHWKLQJ. OWKHUV WDNH D ORQJ WLPH WR IRUP
WKHPVHOYHV. TKH FRQVXPPDWH SHUVRQ -- ZLVH LQ VSHHFK, SUXGHQW LQ GHHG -- LV DGPLWWHG WR, DQG
HYHQ GHVLUHG E\, WKH VLQJXODU VRFLHW\ RI WKH GLVFUHHW.

007. DRQ'W RXWVKLQe \RXU bRVV.
 BHLQJ GHIHDWHG LV KDWHIXO, DQG EHVWLQJ RQH'V ERVV LV HLWKHU IRROLVK RU IDWDO. SXSHULRULW\ LV DOZD\V

RGLRXV, HVSHFLDOO\ WR VXSHULRUV DQG VRYHUHLJQV. TKH FRPPRQ VRUW RI DGYDQWDJHV FDQ EH



FDXWLRXVO\ KLGGHQ, DV EHDXW\ LV KLGGHQ ZLWK D WRXFK RI DUWIXO QHJOHFW. MRVW SHRSOH GR QRW PLQG
EHLQJ VXUSDVVHG LQ JRRG IRUWXQH, FKDUDFWHU, RU WHPSHUDPHQW, EXW QR RQH, HVSHFLDOO\ QRW D
VRYHUHLJQ, OLNHV WR EH VXUSDVVHG LQ LQWHOOLJHQFH. FRU WKLV LV WKH NLQJ RI DWWULEXWHV, DQG DQ\ FULPH
DJDLQVW LW LV OHVH-PDMHVWH. SRYHUHLJQV ZDQW WR EH VR LQ ZKDW LV PRVW LPSRUWDQW. PULQFHV OLNH WR EH
KHOSHG, EXW QRW VXUSDVVHG. :KHQ \RX FRXQVHO VRPHRQH, \RX VKRXOG DSSHDU WR EH UHPLQGLQJ KLP
RI VRPHWKLQJ KH KDG IRUJRWWHQ, QRW RI WKH OLJKW KH ZDV XQDEOH WR VHH. IW LV WKH VWDUV ZKR WHDFK XV
WKLV VXEWOHW\. TKH\ DUH EULOOLDQW VRQV, EXW WKH\ QHYHU GDUH WR RXWVKLQH WKH VXQ.

008. NRW WR be VZa\ed b\ SaVVLRQV: WKe KLJKeVW VSLULWXaO TXaOLW\ RI aOO.
LHW \RXU VXSHULRULW\ NHHS \RX IURP VXFFXPELQJ WR YXOJDU, SDVVLQJ LPSUHVVLRQV. NR PDVWHU\ LV
JUHDWHU WKDQ PDVWHULQJ \RXUVHOI DQG \RXU RZQ SDVVLRQV: LW LV D WULXPSK RI WKH ZLOO. EYHQ ZKHQ
SDVVLRQ DIIHFWV \RXU SHUVRQ, GRQ'W OHW LW DIIHFW \RXU SRVLWLRQ, OHDVW RI DOO ZKHQ WKH SRVLWLRQ LV DQ
LPSRUWDQW RQH. TKLV LV D ZLVH ZD\ WR DYRLG WURXEOH DQG D VKRUWFXW WR WKH HVWHHP RI RWKHUV.

009. AYRLd WKe deIecWV RI \RXU cRXQWU\.
:DWHU VKDUHV WKH JRRG DQG EDG TXDOLWLHV RI WKH EHGV WKURXJK ZKLFK LV UXQV; SHRSOH VKDUH WKRVH RI
WKH UHJLRQ ZKHUH WKH\ DUH ERUQ. SRPH RZH PRUH WKDQ RWKHUV WR WKHLU PRWKHU FRXQWU\ RU FLW\, IRU
WKH\ ZHUH ERUQ XQGHU IDYRUDEOH VNLHV. NR FRXQWU\, QRW HYHQ WKH PRVW UHILQHG, KDV HYHU HVFDSHG
VRPH LQQDWH GHIHFW RU RWKHU, DQG WKHVH ZHDNQHVVHV DUH VHL]HG RQ E\ QHLJKERULQJ FRXQWULHV DV
GHIHQVH RU FRQVRODWLRQ. IW LV D WULXPSK WR FRUUHFW, RU DW OHDVW GLVVLPXODWH, VXFK QDWLRQDO IDXOWV. B\
GRLQJ VR, \RX ZLOO EH UHYHUHG DV XQLTXH DPRQJ \RXU SHRSOH; IRU ZKDW LV OHDVW H[SHFWHG LV PRVW
YDOXHG. OWKHU GHIHFWV DUH FDXVHG E\ RQH'V OLQHDJH, FRQGLWLRQ, RFFXSDWLRQ, DQG E\ WKH WLPHV. II DOO
WKHVH GHIHFWV FRPH WRJHWKHU LQ RQH SHUVRQ, DQG QR FDUH LV WDNHQ WR IRUHVHH DQG FRUUHFW WKHP, WKH\
SURGXFH DQ LQWROHUDEOH PRQVWHU.

010. FaPe aQd IRUWXQe.
OQH LV LQFRQVWDQW, WKH RWKHU ILUP. TKH ODWWHU KHOSV XV OLYH, WKH IRUPHU KHOSV XV ODWHU. FRUWXQH
DJDLQVW HQY\, IDPH DJDLQVW REOLYLRQ. <RX FDQ ZLVK IRU IRUWXQH, DQG VRPHWLPHV QXUWXUH LW ZLWK
\RXU HIIRUWV, EXW DOO IDPH UHTXLUHV FRQVWDQW ZRUN. A GHVLUH IRU UHQRZQ LV ERUQ IURP VWUHQJWK DQG
YLJRU. FDPH LV -- KDV DOZD\V EHHQ -- WKH VLVWHU RI JLDQWV. IW DOZD\V JRHV WR H[WUHPHV : PRQVWHUV RU
SURGLJLHV, DERPLQDWLRQ RU DSSODXVH.

011. AVVRcLaWe ZLWK WKRVe \RX caQ OeaUQ IURP.
LHW IULHQGO\ UHODWLRQV EH D VFKRRO RI HUXGLWLRQ, DQG FRQYHUVDWLRQ, UHILQHG WHDFKLQJ. MDNH \RXU
IULHQGV \RXU WHDFKHUV DQG EOHQG WKH XVHIXOQHVV RI OHDUQLQJ ZLWK WKH SOHDVXUH RI FRQYHUVDWLRQ.
EQMR\ WKH FRPSDQ\ RI SHRSOH RI XQGHUVWDQGLQJ. :KDW \RX VD\ ZLOO EH UHZDUGHG ZLWK DSSODXVH;
ZKDW \RX KHDU, ZLWK OHDUQLQJ. :KDW GUDZV XV WR RWKHUV, RUGLQDULO\, LV RXU RZQ LQWHUHVW, DQG KHUH
WKDW LQWHUHVW LV HQQREOHG. TKH SUXGHQW IUHTXHQW WKH KRPHV RI FRXUWO\ KHURHV : WKHDWHUV RI KHURLVP,
QRW SDODFHV RI YDQLW\. SRPH DUH UHQRZQHG IRU WKHLU OHDUQLQJ DQG JRRG MXGJPHQW : RUDFOHV RI DOO
JUHDWQHVV WKURXJK H[DPSOH DQG IULHQGVKLS. TKRVH ZKR DFFRPSDQ\ WKHP IRUP D FRXUWO\ DFDGHP\
RI JDOODQW GLVFUHWLRQ DQG ZLVGRP.

012. NaWXUe aQd aUW, PaWeULaO aQd OabRU.
AOO EHDXW\ UHTXLUHV KHOS. PHUIHFWLRQ WXUQV LQWR EDUEDULVP XQOHVV HQQREOHG E\ DUWLILFH. AUWLILFH
UHVFXHV WKH EDG DQG SHUIHFWV WKH JRRG. NDWXUH RIWHQ OHWV XV GRZQ ZKHQ ZH PRVW QHHG KHU; OHW XV
WXUQ WR DUW. TKH EHVW GLVSRVLWLRQ LV XQUHILQHG ZLWKRXW KHU, DQG SHUIHFWLRQ LV RQO\ KDOI LWVHOI
ZLWKRXW FXOWXUH. PHRSOH VHHP URXJK DQG UXGH ZLWKRXW DUWLILFH. PHUIHFWLRQ UHTXLUHV SROLVK.

013. AcW RQ WKe LQWeQWLRQV RI RWKeUV: WKeLU XOWeULRU aQd VXSeULRU PRWLYeV.
MDQ'V OLIH RQ HDUWK LV D PLOLWLD DJDLQVW malicia, RU PDOLFH. CXQQLQJ DUPV LWVHOI ZLWK VWUDWHJLHV RI
LQWHQWLRQ. IW QHYHU GRHV ZKDW LW LQGLFDWHV. IW WDNHV DLP GHFHSWLYHO\, IHLQWV QRQFKDODQWO\ LQ WKH DLU,
DQG GHOLYHUV LWV EORZ, DFWLQJ XSRQ XQIRUHVHHQ UHDOLW\ ZLWK DWWHQWLYH GLVVLPXODWLRQ. TR ZLQ WKH
DWWHQWLRQ DQG FRQILGHQFH RI RWKHUV, LW KLQWV DW LWV LQWHQWLRQ. BXW LPPHGLDWHO\ LW WXUQV DJDLQVW WKDW
LQWHQWLRQ DQG FRQTXHUV WKURXJK VXUSULVH. TKH SHQHWUDWLQJ LQWHOOLJHQFH KHDGV RII FXQQLQJ ZLWK
FORVH REVHUYDWLRQ, DPEXVKHV LW ZLWK FDXWLRQ, XQGHUVWDQGV WKH RSSRVLWH RI ZKDW FXQQLQJ ZDQWHG LW
WR XQGHUVWDQG, DQG LPPHGLDWHO\ LGHQWLILHV IDOVH LQWHQWLRQV. IQWHOOLJHQFH DOORZV WKH ILUVW LQWHQWLRQ
WR SDVV E\, DQG DZDLWV WKH VHFRQG RQH, DQG HYHQ WKH WKLUG. SLPXODWLRQ JURZV HYHQ JUHDWHU VHHLQJ



WKDW LWV JXLOH KDV EHHQ SHQHWUDWHG, DQG WULHV WR GHFHLYH E\ WHOOLQJ WKH WUXWK. CKDQJLQJ VWUDWHJLHV, LW
EHJXLOHV XV ZLWK LWV DSSDUHQW ODFN RI JXLOH. IW EDVHV LWV FXQQLQJ RQ WKH JUHDWHVW FDQGRU. BXW
REVHUYDWLRQ FRPHV IRUZDUG, VHHV WKURXJK DOO WKLV, DQG GLVFRYHUV WKH VKDGRZV WKDW DUH FORDNHG LQ
OLJKW. IW GHFLSKHUV LQWHQWLRQ, ZKLFK LV PRVW KLGGHQ ZKHQ PRVW VLPSOH. TKXV GRHV WKH FXQQLQJ RI
P\WKRQ VWUXJJOH DJDLQVW WKH FDQGRU RI WKH SHQHWUDWLQJ UD\V RI ASROOR.

014. BRWK UeaOLW\ aQd PaQQeU.
SXEVWDQFH LV QRW "VWDQFH" HQRXJK : \RX PXVW DOVR KHHG FLUFXPVWDQFH. TKH ZURQJ PDQQHU WXUQV
HYHU\WKLQJ VRXU, HYHQ MXVWLFH DQG UHDVRQ. TKH ULJKW RQH PDNHV XS IRU HYHU\WKLQJ : LW WXUQV D "QR"
JROGHQ, VZHHWHQV WUXWK, DQG PDNHV HYHQ ROG DJH ORRN SUHWW\. TKH "KRZ" RI WKLQJV LV YHU\
LPSRUWDQW, DQG D SOHDVDQW PDQQHU FDSWXUHV WKH DIIHFWLRQ RI RWKHUV. A bel SRUWaUVe LV SUHFLRXV LQ
OLIH. SSHDN DQG DFW ZHOO DQG \RX ZLOO JHW RXW RI DQ\ GLIILFXOW VLWXDWLRQ.

015. SXUURXQd \RXUVeOI ZLWK aX[LOLaU\ ZLWV.
TKLQJV WXUQ RXW ZHOO IRU WKH SRZHUIXO ZKHQ WKH\ DUH VXUURXQGHG E\ SHRSOH RI JUHDW
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ ZKR FDQ JHW WKHP RXW RI WKH WLJKW VLWXDWLRQV ZKHUH WKHLU LJQRUDQFH KDV SODFHG
WKHP, DQG WDNH WKHLU SODFH LQ EDWWOLQJ GLIILFXOW\. IW LV VLQJXODU JUHDWQHVV WR XVH ZLVH SHRSOH :
EHWWHU WKDQ WKH EDUEDULF WDVWH RI TLJUDQHV, ZKR ZDQWHG WR HQVODYH WKH NLQJV KH FRQTXHUHG. TKLV LV
D QHZ ZD\ RI PDVWHULQJ RWKHUV, LQ ZKDW PDWWHUV PRVW LQ OLIH : VNLOOIXOO\ PDNH VHUYDQWV RI WKRVH
ZKRP QDWXUH PDGH VXSHULRU. :H KDYH OLWWOH WR OLYH DQG PXFK WR NQRZ, DQG \RX FDQQRW OLYH LI \RX
GR QRW NQRZ. IW WDNHV XQFRPPRQ VNLOO WR VWXG\ DQG OHDUQ ZLWKRXW HIIRUW : WR VWXG\ PXFK WKURXJK
PDQ\, DQG NQRZ PRUH WKDQ DOO RI WKHP WRJHWKHU. DR WKLV DQG \RX ZLOO JR WR D JDWKHULQJ DQG
VSHDN IRU PDQ\. <RX ZLOO VSHDN IRU DV PDQ\ VDJHV DV FRXQVHOHG \RX, DQG ZLOO ZLQ IDPH DV DQ
RUDFOH WKDQNV WR WKH VZHDW RI RWKHUV. CKRRVH D VXEMHFW, DQG OHW WKRVH DURXQG \RX VHUYH XS
TXLQWHVVHQWLDO NQRZOHGJH. II \RX FDQ'W PDNH NQRZOHGJH \RXU VHUYDQW, PDNH LW \RXU IULHQG.

016. KQRZOedJe aQd KRQRUabOe LQWeQWLRQV.
KQRZOHGJH DQG KRQRUDEOH LQWHQWLRQV HQVXUH WKDW \RXU VXFFHVV ZLOO EHDU IUXLW. :KHQ
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ PDUULHV EDG LQWHQWLRQ, LW LVQ'W ZHGORFN EXW PRQVWURXV UDSH. MDOHYROHQFH SRLVRQV
SHUIHFWLRQ. ZKHQ DEHWWHG E\ NQRZOHGJH, LW FRUUXSWV HYHQ PRUH VXEWO\. SXSHULRU WDOHQWV JLYHQ WR
EDVHQHVV FRPH WR D EDG HQG. KQRZOHGJH ZLWKRXW MXGJPHQW LV GRXEOH PDGQHVV.

017. KeeS cKaQJLQJ \RXU VW\Oe RI dRLQJ WKLQJV.
9DU\ \RXU PHWKRGV. TKLV ZLOO FRQIXVH SHRSOH, HVSHFLDOO\ \RXU ULYDOV, DQG DZDNHQ WKHLU FXULRVLW\
DQG DWWHQWLRQ. II \RX DOZD\V DFW RQ \RXU ILUVW LQWHQWLRQ, RWKHUV ZLOO IRUHVHH LW DQG WKZDUW LW. IW LV
HDV\ WR NLOO WKH ELUG WKDW IOLHV LQ D VWUDLJKW OLQH, EXW QRW RQH WKDW FKDQJHV LWV OLQH RI IOLJKW. DRQ'W
DOZD\V DFW RQ \RXU VHFRQG LQWHQWLRQ HLWKHU; GR VRPHWKLQJ WZLFH, DQG RWKHUV ZLOO GLVFRYHU WKH
UXVH. MDOLFH LV UHDG\ WR SRXQFH RQ \RX; \RX QHHG D JRRG GHDO RI VXEWOHW\ WR RXWZLW LW. TKH
FRQVXPPDWH SOD\HU QHYHU PRYHV WKH SLHFH KLV RSSRQHQW H[SHFWV KLP WR, DQG, OHVV VWLOO, WKH SLHFH
KH ZaQWV KLP WR PRYH.

018. ASSOLcaWLRQ aQd caSacLW\.
EPLQHQFH UHTXLUHV ERWK. :KHQ ERWK DUH SUHVHQW, HPLQHQFH RXWGRHV LWVHOI. TKH PHGLRFUH SHRSOH
ZKR DSSO\ WKHPVHOYHV JR IXUWKHU WKDQ WKH VXSHULRU SHRSOH ZKR GRQ'W. :RUN PDNHV ZRUWK. <RX
SXUFKDVH UHSXWDWLRQ ZLWK LW. SRPH SHRSOH DUH XQDEOH WR DSSO\ WKHPVHOYHV WR HYHQ WKH VLPSOHVW
WDVNV. ASSOLFDWLRQ GHSHQGV DOPRVW DOZD\V RQ WHPSHUDPHQW. IW LV DOO ULJKW WR EH PHGLRFUH DW DQ
XQLPSRUWDQW MRE : \RX FDQ H[FXVH \RXUVHOI E\ VD\LQJ \RX ZHUH FXW RXW IRU QREOHU WKLQJV. BXW WR
EH PHGLRFUH DW WKH ORZHVW RI MREV, UDWKHU WKDQ H[FHOOHQW DW WKH KLJKHVW, KDV QR H[FXVH DW DOO. BRWK
DUW DQG QDWXUH DUH QHHGHG, DQG DSSOLFDWLRQ PDNHV WKHP FRPSOHWH.

019. WKeQ \RX VWaUW VRPeWKLQJ, dRQ'W UaLVe RWKeU SeRSOe'V e[SecWaWLRQV.
:KDW LV KLJKO\ SUDLVHG VHOGRP PHDVXUHV XS WR H[SHFWDWLRQ. RHDOLW\ QHYHU FDWFKHV XS WR
LPDJLQDWLRQ. IW LV HDV\ WR LPDJLQH VRPHWKLQJ LV SHUIHFW, DQG GLIILFXOW WR DFKLHYH LW. IPDJLQDWLRQ
PDUULHV GHVLUH, DQG FRQFHLYHV PXFK PRUH WKDQ WKLQJV UHDOO\ aUe. NR PDWWHU KRZ H[FHOOHQW
VRPHWKLQJ LV, LW QHYHU VDWLVILHV RXU SUHFRQFHSWLRQV. TKH LPDJLQDWLRQ IHHOV FKHDWHG, DQG
H[FHOOHQFH OHDGV PRUH RIWHQ WR GLVDSSRLQWPHQW WKDQ WR DGPLUDWLRQ. HRSH LV D JUHDW IDOVLILHU. LHW
JRRG MXGJPHQW EULGOH KHU, VR WKDW HQMR\PHQW ZLOO VXUSDVV GHVLUH. HRQRUDEOH EHJLQQLQJV VKRXOG



VHUYH WR DZDNHQ FXULRVLW\, QRW WR KHLJKWHQ SHRSOH'V H[SHFWDWLRQV. :H DUH PXFK EHWWHU RII ZKHQ
UHDOLW\ VXUSDVVHV RXU H[SHFWDWLRQV, DQG VRPHWKLQJ WXUQV RXW EHWWHU WKDQ ZH WKRXJKW LW ZRXOG.
TKLV UXOH GRHV QRW KROG WUXH IRU EDG WKLQJV : ZKHQ DQ HYLO KDV EHHQ H[DJJHUDWHG, LWV UHDOLW\
PDNHV SHRSOH DSSODXG. :KDW ZDV IHDUHG DV UXLQRXV FRPHV WR VHHP WROHUDEOH.

020. A SeUVRQ bRUQ LQ WKe ULJKW aJe.
PHRSOH RI WUXO\ UDUH HPLQHQFH GHSHQG RQ WKH WLPHV. NRW DOO RI WKHP KDG WKH WLPHV WKH\ GHVHUYHG,
DQG PDQ\ ZKR GLG ZHUH XQDEOH WR WDNH DGYDQWDJH RI WKHP. SRPH ZHUH ZRUWK\ RI EHWWHU WLPHV,
IRU QRW DOO JRRGQHVV WULXPSKV DOZD\V. TKLQJV KDYH WKHLU VHDVRQV, DQG HYHQ FHUWDLQ NLQGV RI
HPLQHQFH JR LQ DQG RXW RI VW\OH. BXW ZLVGRP KDV DQ DGYDQWDJH : VKH LV HWHUQDO. II WKLV LV QRW KHU
FHQWXU\, PDQ\ RWKHUV Zill EH.

021. TKe aUW RI VXcceVV.
GRRG IRUWXQH KDV LWV UXOHV, DQG WR WKH ZLVH QRW HYHU\WKLQJ GHSHQGV XSRQ FKDQFH. FRUWXQH LV
KHOSHG DORQJ E\ HIIRUW. SRPH SHRSOH FRQILGHQWO\ DSSURDFK WKH GRRU RI FRUWXQH, DQG ZDLW IRU KHU
WR JR WR ZRUN. OWKHUV DUH PRUH VHQVLEOH : WKH\ VWULGH WKURXJK WKDW GRRU ZLWK D SUXGHQW VRUW RI
EROGQHVV. OQ WKH ZLQJV RI WKHLU FRXUDJH DQG YLUWXH, DXGDFLW\ VSLHV OXFN DQG IODWWHUV LW LQWR
HIIHFWLYHQHVV. BXW WKH UHDO SKLORVRSKHU KDV RQO\ RQH SODQ RI DFWLRQ : YLUWXH DQG SUXGHQFH; IRU WKH
RQO\ JRRG DQG EDG IRUWXQH OLH LQ SUXGHQFH RU UDVKQHVV.

022. Be ZeOO LQIRUPed.
TKH GLVFUHHW DUP WKHPVHOYHV ZLWK D VWRUH RI FRXUWO\, WDVWHIXO OHDUQLQJ : QRW YXOJDU JRVVLS, EXW D
SUDFWLFDO NQRZOHGJH RI FXUUHQW DIIDLUV. TKH\ VDOW WKHLU VSHHFK ZLWK ZLWWLFLVPV, DQG WKHLU DFWLRQV
ZLWK JDOODQWU\, DQG NQRZ KRZ WR GR VR DW WKH ULJKW PRPHQW. AGYLFH LV VRPHWLPHV WUDQVPLWWHG
PRUH VXFFHVVIXOO\ WKURXJK D MRNH WKDQ WKURXJK JUDYH WHDFKLQJ. TKH ZLVGRP SDVVHG DORQJ LQ
FRQYHUVDWLRQ KDV PHDQW PRUH WR VRPH WKDQ WKH VHYHQ DUWV, QR PDWWHU KRZ OLEHUDO.

023. DRQ'W KaYe a VLQJOe LPSeUIecWLRQ.
FHZ SHRSOH OLYH ZLWKRXW VRPH PRUDO IODZ RU FKDUDFWHU GHIHFW, DQG WKH\ JLYH LQ WR LW ZKHQ LW
ZRXOG EH HDV\ WR FXUH. TKH SUXGHQFH RI RWKHUV LV JULHYHG WR VHH D XQLYHUVDO, VXEOLPH WDOHQW
WKUHDWHQHG E\ D VPDOO GHIHFW : D VLQJOH FORXG HFOLSVHV WKH VXQ. DHIHFWV DUH PROHV RQ WKH IDFH RI
UHSXWDWLRQ, DQG PDOHYROHQFH LV JRRG DW QRWLFLQJ WKHP. IW WDNHV VXSUHPH VNLOO WR WXUQ WKHP LQWR
EHDXW\ PDUNV. CDHVDU FRYHUHG KLV GHIHFW ZLWK ODXUHOV.

024. TePSeU \RXU LPaJLQaWLRQ.
<RX PXVW VRPHWLPHV UHLQ LW LQ DQG VRPHWLPHV HQFRXUDJH LW. OQ LPDJLQDWLRQ DOO KDSSLQHVV
GHSHQGV : LW VKRXOG EH JRYHUQHG E\ JRRG VHQVH. SRPHWLPHV LW EHKDYHV OLNH D W\UDQW. IW LVQ'W
FRQWHQW WR VSHFXODWH, EXW VZLQJV LQWR DFWLRQ DQG WDNHV RYHU \RXU OLIH, PDNLQJ LW SOHDVDQW RU
XQSOHDVDQW, DQG PDNLQJ XV XQKDSS\ RU WRR VDWLVILHG ZLWK RXUVHOYHV. TR VRPH LW VKRZV RQO\ JULHI
: IRU LPDJLQDWLRQ LV D KRPHVSXQ KHQFKPDQ RI IRROV. TR RWKHUV LW SURPLVHV KDSSLQHVV DQG
DGYHQWXUH, JDLHW\ DQG JLGGLQHVV. IW FDQ GR DOO WKLV DV ORQJ DV LW UHPDLQV XQFKHFNHG E\ SUXGHQFH
DQG FRPPRQ VHQVH.

025. KQRZ KRZ WR WaNe a KLQW.
KQRZLQJ KRZ WR UHDVRQ ZDV RQFH WKH DUW RI DUWV. IW LV QR ORQJHU HQRXJK. OQH PXVW DOVR EH D
GLYLQHU, HVSHFLDOO\ LQ PDWWHUV ZKHUH \RX FDQ HDVLO\ EH GHFHLYHG. <RX ZLOO QHYHU EH LQWHOOLJHQW
XQOHVV \RX NQRZ KRZ WR WDNH D KLQW. SRPH SHRSOH DUH GLYLQHUV RI WKH KHDUW DQG VKDUS-H\HG
O\Q[HV RI RWKHUV' LQWHQWLRQV. TKH WUXWKV WKDW PDWWHU PRVW WR XV DUH DOZD\V KDOI VSRNHQ, IXOO\
XQGHUVWRRG RQO\ E\ WKH SUXGHQW. IQ PDWWHUV WKDW VHHP IDYRUDEOH, UHLQ LQ \RXU FUHGXOLW\. IQ WKRVH
WKDW VHHP KDWHIXO, JLYH LW WKH VSXU.
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026. FLQG HaFK SHUVRQ'V "KaQGOH," KLV ZHaN SRLQW.
 The art of moving people's wills involves more skill than determination. You must know how to

get inside the other person. Each will has its own special object of delight; the\ var\ according
to taste. Ever\one idoli]es something. Some want to be well thought of, others idoli]e profit,
and most people idoli]e pleasure. The trick is to identif\ the idols that can set people in motion.
It is like having the ke\ to someone else's desires. Go for the "prime mover," which isn't alwa\s
something loft\ and important. Usuall\ it is something low, for the unrul\ outnumber the well
ruled. First si]e up someone's character and then touch on his weak point. Tempt him with his
particular pleasure, and \ou'll checkmate his will.

027. BHWWHU WR bH LQWHQVLYH WKaQ H[WHQVLYH.
 Perfection isn't quantit\, but qualit\. Ver\ good things have alwa\s been small and rare;

muchness brings discredit. Even among men, the giants are usuall\ the dwarfs. Some praise
books for their girth, as though the\ were written to exercise our arms, not our wits. Extension
alone can never be more than mediocre, and the universal men who want to be in on ever\thing
are often in on nothing. Intensit\ leads to eminence and even -- in matters of great importance --
fame.

028. BH YXOJaU LQ QRWKLQJ.
 Certainl\ not in \our taste. What a wise person it was who did not want his things to please the

man\! The discreet never gorge themselves on vulgar applause. Some people are such puffed-
up chameleons of popularit\ that the\ enjo\ the breath of the crowd more than the gentle
bree]es of Apollo. And not in understanding. Take no pleasure in the miracles of the man\ :
the\ are nothing but quacker\. The crowd admires common foolishness and places no stock in
excellent counsel.

029. BH ULJKWHRXV aQG ILUP.
 Side with reason and do this so steadil\ that neither vulgar passion nor t\rannical violence will

make \ou stra\ from it. But where will we find such a Phoenix of equit\? Few are devoted to
righteousness. Man\ celebrate her, but few visit her. Some follow her until things get
dangerous. In danger, the false disown her and politicians cunningl\ disguise her. She is not
afraid to set aside friendship, power, and even her own good, and this is when people disown
her. Clever people spin subtle sophistries and speak of their laudable "higher motives" or
"reasons of securit\," but the trul\ faithful person considers deceit a sort of treason, is prouder
to be steadfast than clever, and is alwa\s found on the side of truth. If he differs with others, it
isn't because of an\ fickleness of his own, but because others have abandoned the truth.

030. DRQ'W RFFXS\ \RXUVHOI ZLWK GLVUHSXWabOH WKLQJV,
 even less with chimerical ones that bring more scorn than renown. Caprice has founded man\

sects, and the sane person should flee from all of them. There are people with extravagant tastes
who embrace an\thing wise people repudiate. The\ take pleasure in an\ sort of eccentricit\, and
although this makes them well known, the\ are more often laughed at than renowned. Even
when pursuing wisdom the prudent ought to shun affectation and public notice, especiall\ in
things that can make them look ridiculous. There is no use pointing out these pursuits one b\
one : common ridicule has alread\ done so.



031. KQRZ WKH IRUWXQaWH LQ RUGHU WR FKRRVH WKHP, aQG WKH XQIRUWXQaWH LQ RUGHU WR IOHH
IURP WKHP.
Bad luck is usuall\ brought on b\ stupidit\, and among outcasts nothing is so contagious. Never
open the door to the least of evils, for man\ other, greater ones lurk outside. The trick is to
know what cards to get rid of. The least card in the winning hand in front of \ou is more
important than the best card in the losing hand \ou just laid down. When in doubt, it is good to
draw near the wise and the prudent. Sooner or later the\ will be fortunate.

032. BH NQRZQ IRU SOHaVLQJ RWKHUV,HVSHFLaOO\ LI \RX JRYHUQ WKHP.
It helps sovereigns to win the good graces of all. Ruling others has one advantage : \ou can do
more good than an\one else. Friends are those who do friendl\ things. Some people are intent
on not pleasing, not because it is burdensome, but simpl\ out of nastiness. In ever\thing the\
oppose the divine communicabilit\.

033. KQRZ ZKHQ WR SXW VRPHWKLQJ aVLGH.
One of life's great lessons lies in knowing how to refuse, and it is even more important to refuse
\ourself, both to business and to others. There are certain inessential activities -- moths of
precious time -- and it is worse to bus\ \ourself with the trivial than to do nothing. To be
prudent, it isn't enough not to meddle in other people's business : \ou must also keep them from
meddling in \ours. Don't belong so much to others that \ou stop belonging to \ourself. You
shouldn't abuse \our friends, or ask them for more than the\ give on their own initiative. All
excess is a vice, especiall\ in \our dealings with others. With this judicious moderation \ou will
sta\ in the good graces of others and keep their esteem; and propriet\, which is precious, will
not be worn awa\. Retain \our freedom to care passionatel\ about the best, and never testif\
against \our own good taste.

034. KQRZ \RXU bHVW TXaOLW\, \RXU RXWVWaQGLQJ JLIW.
Cultivate it and nurture all the rest. All people could have achieved eminence in something if
onl\ the\ had known what the\ excelled at. Identif\ \our king of attributes and appl\ it in
double strength. Some excel at judgment and others at courage. Most people force their
intelligence and achieve superiorit\ in nothing. Their own passions blind and flatter them until -
- too late! -- time gives them the lie.

035. WHLJK PaWWHUV FaUHIXOO\, aQG WKLQN KaUGHVW abRXW WKRVH WKaW PaWWHU PRVW.
Fools are lost b\ not thinking. The\ never conceive even the half of things, and because the\ do
not perceive either their advantages or their harm the\ do not appl\ an\ diligence. Some ponder
things backward, pa\ing much attention to what matters little, and little to what matters much.
Man\ people never lose their heads because the\ have none to lose. There are things we should
consider ver\ carefull\ and keep well rooted in our minds. The wise weigh ever\thing : the\
delve into things that are especiall\ deep or doubtful, and sometimes reflect that there is more
than what occurs to them. The\ make reflection reach further than apprehension.

036. TaNH WKH PHaVXUH RI \RXU OXFN :
in order to act, and in order to commit \ourself. This matters more than identif\ing \our
predominant humor and understanding \our ph\sical makeup. It is foolish for a fort\-\ear- old
to ask Hippocrates for health, and even more foolish to ask Seneca for wisdom. It is a great art
to govern Fortune, either awaiting her (for she sometimes takes her time) or taking advantage of
her (for she sometimes turns good), although \ou will never completel\ understand her
inconsistent behavior. If she has favored \ou, proceed with boldness, for she often loves the
daring and, like a da]]ling woman, the \oung. If \ou are unluck\, act not. Withdraw and save
\ourself from failing twice. If \ou master her, \ou have taken a great step forward.

037. KQRZ ZKaW LQVLQXaWLRQ LV, aQG KRZ WR XVH LW.
It is the subtlest point in \our dealings with others. It can be used to test the wits and cunningl\
probe the heart. Some insinuation is malicious, careless, tinged with the herbs of env\, smeared
with the poison of passion : an invisible lightning bolt that can knock \ou from grace and
esteem. Some people owe their downfall to a single wounding, insinuating word. Those who



expelled them from power showed not the slightest fear before an entire conspirac\ of common
murmuring and singular malevolence. Other insinuations -- favorable ones -- do the opposite,
shoring up our reputation. But we should catch these darts as skillfull\ as the\ are hurled at us
b\ evil intention : catch them carefull\, await them prudentl\. A good defense requires
knowledge. When we expect a blow we can ward it off.

038. QXLW ZKLOH \RX'UH aKHaG.
All the best gamblers do. A fine retreat matters as much as a st\lish attack. As soon as the\ are
enough -- even when the\ are man\ -- cash in \our deeds. A long run of good fortune is alwa\s
suspicious. You're safer when good luck alternates with bad, and, besides, that makes for
bittersweet enjo\ment. When luck comes racing in on us, it is more likel\ to slip and smash
ever\thing to pieces. Sometimes Lad\ Luck compensates us, trading intensit\ for duration. She
grows tired when she has to carr\ someone on her back for a long time.

039. KQRZ ZKHQ WKLQJV aUH aW WKHLU aFPH, ZKHQ WKH\ aUH ULSH, aQG NQRZ KRZ WR WaNH
aGYaQWaJH RI WKHP.
All works of nature reach their point of full perfection. Before, the\ were gaining; from then on,
waning. As for works of art, onl\ rarel\ can the\ not be improved. People with good taste know
how to enjo\ each thing when it reaches perfection. Not ever\one can, and not ever\one who
can knows how. Even the fruits of the understanding attain this ripeness. But \ou must know it
in order to value and use it.

040. GUaFH LQ GHaOLQJ ZLWK RWKHUV.
It is a great thing to win universal admiration, but even greater to win benevolence. Part of it is
having a luck\ star, but diligence is more important. One begins with the former and carries
through with the latter. It isn't enough to be eminentl\ gifted, though people often suppose it is
eas\ to win affection when one has a reputation. Benevolence depends on beneficence. Do all
sorts of good : good words and better deeds. Love if \ou would be loved. Courtes\ is the wa\
great people bewitch others. Reach for deeds and then for the pen. From the sword to the pen,
for there is also grace among writers, and it is eternal.

041. NHYHU H[aJJHUaWH.
It isn't wise to use superlatives. The\ offend the truth and cast doubt on \our judgment. B\
exaggerating, \ou squander \our praise and reveal a lack of knowledge and taste. Praise
awakens curiosit\, which begets desire, and later, when the goods seem overpriced, as often
happens, expectation feels cheated and avenges itself b\ running down the praised and the
praiser. The prudent show restraint, and would rather fall short than long. True eminences are
rare, so temper \our esteem. To overvalue something is a form of l\ing. It can ruin \our
reputation for good taste, and -- even worse -- for wisdom.

042. BRUQ WR UXOH.
It is a secret, superior force. It doesn't spring from bothersome artifice, but from a nature born to
rule. Ever\one succumbs to such a person without knowing wh\, recogni]ing the secret strength
and vigor of innate authorit\. People like this have a lordl\ character : kings b\ merit, lions b\
natural right. The\ sei]e the respect, the heart, and even the minds of others. When blessed with
other gifts, the\ are born to be political prime movers. The\ can accomplish more with a single
feinting gesture than can others with a long harangue.

043. FHHO ZLWK WKH IHZ, VSHaN ZLWK WKH PaQ\.
Rowing against the current makes it impossible to discover the truth and is extremel\
dangerous. Onl\ Socrates could attempt it. Dissent is taken as insult, for it condemns the
judgment of others. Man\ take offense, whether on account of the person critici]ed or the one
who applauded him. The truth belongs to the few. Deceit is as common as it is vulgar. You can
never tell the wise b\ what the\ sa\ in public. The\ speak not in their own voices, but in that of
common stupidit\, though deep inside the\ are cursing it. The sensible person avoids both being
contradicted and contradicting others. He ma\ be quick to censure but he is slow to do so in



public. Feelings are free; the\ cannot and should not be violated. The\ live in silent retirement
and show themselves onl\ to a few sensible people.

044. S\PSaWK\ ZLWK WKH JUHaW.
One of the gifts of the hero is the abilit\ to dwell with heroes. This abilit\, called s\mpath\, is a
wonder of nature, both because it is so m\sterious and because it is so beneficial. There are
similar hearts and temperaments, and the effects of s\mpath\ resemble those which vulgar
ignorance attributes to magic potions. Not onl\ can this s\mpath\ help us win renown, it
inclines others towards us and quickl\ wins their goodwill. It persuades without words,
achieves without merit. There is active and passive s\mpath\, and both kinds work wonders
among people in high positions. It takes great skill to know them, distinguish between them,
and take advantage of them. No amount of effort can take the place of this m\sterious favor.

045. UVH, bXW GRQ'W abXVH, KLGGHQ LQWHQWLRQV, aQG abRYH aOO, GRQ'W UHYHaO WKHP.
All art must be concealed, for it rouses suspicion, especiall\ hidden intentions, which are
hateful. Deceit is common, so be on \our guard. But hide \our caution from others, so as not to
lose their confidence. When it becomes known, caution offends others and provokes vengeance,
awakening unimagined evils. A reflective wa\ of doing things will given \ou a great advantage.
Nothing provides more food for thought. The greatest perfection of an action depends upon the
master\ with which it is carried out.

046. THPSHU \RXU aQWLSaWK\.
We hate some people instinctivel\, even before we are aware of their good qualities. And
sometimes this vulgar, natural aversion is directed towards the eminent. Let prudence keep it in
check : there is nothing more demeaning than to abhor the best people. It is as excellent to get
along with heroes as it is disgraceful to treat them with antipath\.

047. AYRLG FRPPLWWLQJ \RXUVHOI WR ULVN\ HQWHUSULVHV.
This is one of the chief goals of prudence. People of great talent keep well awa\ from
extremities. There is a long wa\ to walk from one extreme to another, and the prudent stick to
the middle ground. Onl\ after long deliberation do the\ decide to act, for it is easier to hide
oneself from danger than to overcome it. Dangerous situations place our judgment in jeopard\,
and it is safer to flee from them entirel\. One danger leads to another, greater one, and brings us
to the edge of disaster. Some people are rash, because of their temperament or their national
origin, and the\ are quick to commit themselves and place others in danger. But the person who
walks in the light of reason si]es up the situation and sees that there is more courage in avoiding
danger than in conquering it. He sees that there is alread\ one rash fool, and avoids adding
another.

048. YRX aUH aV PXFK a UHaO SHUVRQ aV \RX aUH GHHS.
As with the depths of a diamond, the interior is twice as important as the surface. There are
people who are all facade, like a house left unfinished when the funds run out. The\ have the
entrance of a palace but the inner rooms of a cottage. These people have no place \ou can rest,
though the\ are alwa\s at rest, for once the\ get through the first salutations, the conversation is
over. The\ prance through the initial courtesies like Sicilian stallions, but immediatel\ lapse
into monkish silence. Words dr\ up when no refreshed b\ perennial springs of wit. Such people
easil\ fool those who see things superficiall\, but not the sharp-sighted, who look inside them
and find onl\ emptiness.

049. A SHUVRQ RI VKaUS RbVHUYaWLRQ aQG VRXQG MXGJPHQW UXOHV RYHU RbMHFWV aQG NHHSV
RbMHFWV IURP UXOLQJ KLP.
He plumbs the greatest depths, and studies the anatomies of other people's talent. No sooner
does he see someone than he has understood him and judged his essence. With rare powers of
observation he deciphers even what is most hidden. He observes sternl\, conceives subtl\,
reasons judiciousl\ : there is nothing he cannot discover, notice, grasp, understand.



050. NHYHU ORVH \RXU VHOI-UHVSHFW RU JURZ WRR IaPLOLaU ZLWK \RXUVHOI.
Let \our oZn integrit\ keep \ou righteous. You should owe more to the severit\ of \our own
judgment than to all external precepts. Avoid what is indecorous, not because others will judge
\ou harshl\, but because \ou fear \our own prudence. Grow to fear \ourself and \ou will have
no need of Seneca's imaginar\ witness [\our own conscience].
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051. KQRZ KRZ WR cKRRVe.
Most things in life depend on it. You need good taste and an upright judgment; intelligence and
application are not enough. There is no perfection without discernment and selection. Two
talents are involved : choosing and choosing the best. There are many people with a fertile,
subtle intelligence, rigorous judgment, both diligent and well informed, who are lost when they
have to choose. They always choose the worst, as though they wanted to show their skill at
doing so. Knowing how to choose is one of heaven's greatest gifts.

052. NeYeU ORVe \RXU cRPSRVXUe.
Prudence tries never to lose control. This shows a real person, with a true heart, for
magnanimity is slow to give in to emotion. The passions are the humors of the mind, and the
least excess sickens our judgment. If the disease spreads to your mouth, your reputation will be
in danger. Master yourself thoroughly and no one will criticize you for being perturbed, either
when things are at their best or at their worst. All will admire your superiority.

053. Be dLOLgeQW aQd LQWeOOLgeQW.
 Diligence is quick to carry out what intelligence has lingered over. Fools are fond of hurry :

they take no heed of obstacles and act incautiously. The wise usually fail through hesitation.
Fools stop at nothing, the wise at everything. Sometimes things are judged correctly but go
wrong out of inefficiency and neglect. Readiness is the mother of luck. It is a great deed to
leave nothing for the morrow. A lofty motto : make haste slowly.

054. AcW bROdO\ bXW SUXdeQWO\.
 Even hares tweak the beard of a dead lion. Like love, courage is no joking matter. If it yields

once, it will have to yield again, and again. The same difficulty will have to be conquered later
on, and it would have been better to get it over with. The mind is bolder than the body. So, with
the sword : let it be sheathed in prudence, ready for the occasion. It is your defense. A weak
spirit does more harm than a weak body. Many people with eminent qualities lacked this brio,
appeared to be dead, and were buried in their lassitude. Provident nature resourcefully joined
the sweetness of honey with the sting of the bee. You have both nerves and bones in your body :
don't let your spirit be all softness.

055. KQRZ KRZ WR ZaLW.
It shows a great heart with deep reserves of patience. Never hurry and never give way to your
emotions. Master yourself and you will master others. Stroll through the open spaces of time to
the center of opportunity. Wise hesitation ripens success and brings secrets to maturity. The
crutch of Time can do more than the steely club of Hercules. God himself punishes not with
iron hands but with leaden feet. A wonderful saying : "Time and I can take on any two."
Fortune gives larger rewards to those who wait.

056. TKLQN RQ \RXU feeW.
 Good impulses spring from a happy readiness of spirit. For such a spirit there are no tight spots,

no troubling chance occurrences, only vivacity and brio. Some think much, and then do
everything wrong, and others get everything right without any forethought at all. Some people
have reserves of antiperistatis [opposition by which the quality opposed acquires strength].



Difficulties bring out the best in them. They are monsters who succeed spontaneously and err
whenever they have thought about something. What doesn't occur to them immediately will
never occur to them, and there is no use thinking about later. Quickness wins applause, for it
reveals prodigious talent : subtlety in thought, prudence in deeds.

057. TKRXgKWfXO SeRSOe aUe VafeU.
Do something well, and that is quick enough. What is done immediately is undone just as fast,
but what must last an eternity takes that long to do. Only perfection is noticed, and only success
endures. Deep understanding achieves eternities. Great worth requires great work. So with
metals : the most precious of them takes longest to be refined, and weighs most.

058. AdaSW WR WKRVe aURXQd \RX.
Don't show the same intelligence with everyone, and don't put more effort into things than they
require. Don't waste your knowledge or merit. The good falconer uses only the birds he needs.
Don't show off every day, or you'll stop surprising people. There must always be some novelty
left over. The person who displays a little more of it each day keeps up expectations, and no one
ever discovers the limits of his talent.

059. EQd ZeOO.
If you enter the house of Fortune through the door of pleasure, you will leave through the door
of sorrow, and vice versa. So be careful of the way you end things, and devote more attention to
a successful exit than to a highly applauded entrance. Fortunate people often have very
favorable beginnings and very tragic endings. What matters isn't being applauded when you
arrive -- for that is common -- but being missed when you leave. Rare are those who are still
wanted. Fortune seldom accompanies someone to the door. She is a courteous to those who are
coming as she is rude to those who are going.

060. GRRd MXdgPeQW.
Some people are born prudent. They come into the world with an advantage -- the good sense
that is a natural part of wisdom -- and they have already walked half the road to success. With
age and experience their reason reaches complete maturity, and their judgment is tuned to its
surroundings. These people hate any sort of whim that can tempt prudence, especially in matters
of state, where total security is important. Such people as these deserve to steer the ship of state,
either as helmsmen or as counselors.

061. EPLQeQce LQ ZKaW LV beVW.
Amid different sorts of perfection, this is a rarity. There is no hero without some sublime
quality. Mediocrity never wins applause. Eminence at some lofty pursuit redeems us from
ordinary vulgarity, raising us to the exceptional. To be eminent in a lowly occupation is to be
something at very little : the more comfort, the less glory. To be exceptional at superior things
gives you a sovereign character : it wins admiration and gains the goodwill of others.

062. UVe WKe beVW LQVWUXPeQWV.
Some people want to be thought subtle because they use poor instruments. This is a dangerous
sort of satisfaction and it deserves a fatal punishment. The worth of a prime minister never
detracted from the greatness of his master. To the contrary, all the credit for success falls upon
its principal cause, as does criticism in the case of failure. It is superiors who win the renown.
One never says "He had good, or bad, ministers," but "He was a good, or bad, craftsman." So
choose carefully, examine your ministers. To them you are entrusting your immortal fame.

063. TKe e[ceOOeQce Rf beLQg fLUVW.
It is doubled when you are truly eminent. Other things being equal, the person who makes the
first move has the advantage. Some people would have been as unique as the Phoenix in their
occupations if others had not preceded them. Those who are first are the firstborns of fame, and
the children who follow are left to file lawsuits for their daily bread. No matter how hard they
try, they cannot elude the vulgar accusation that they are imitators. Prodigious, subtle people
have always invented new ways to achieve eminence, provided that prudence makes their



adventures safe. Using novelty, wise people have found room in the roster of heroes. Some
people would rather be first in second class than second in first.

064. AYRLd gULef.
It is both beneficial and wise to steer clear of troubles. Prudence will save you from many : it is
the Lucina of good fortune and content. Don't give others hateful news unless there is a remedy,
and be even more careful not to receive it. Some people's hearing is spoiled by the sweetness of
flattery, others' by hearing bitter gossip, and there are people who cannot live without a daily
dose of unpleasantness, like Mithridates with his poison. Nor can you keep well by inflicting
lifelong grief on yourself in order to please someone else, even if he is close to you. Never sin
against your own happiness in order to please the person who counsels you and has nothing at
stake in the matter. When giving pleasure to another involves giving grief to yourself, remember
this lesson : better for the other person to feel grief now than for you to feel it later, and with no
hope.

065. EOeYaWed WaVWe.
You can cultivate it, as you can the intellect. Full understanding whets the appetite and desire,
and, later, sharpens the enjoyment of possession. You can judge the height of someone's talent
by what he aspires to. Only a great thing can satisfy a great talent. Large bites are for large
palates, lofty matters for lofty characters. Even the greatest excellences tremble before the
person of refined taste, and the most perfect lose their confidence. Few things have perfection
of the first magnitude : let your appreciation be sparing. Taste is acquired through contact with
others. You make it your own through continual exercise. You are lucky if you can associate
with someone with perfectly developed taste. But don't profess to be satisfied with nothing; it is
a foolish extreme, more odious if from affectation than if from character. Some wish God had
created another world and other perfections just to satisfy their own extravagant imagination.

066. TaNe caUe WR PaNe WKLQgV WXUQ RXW ZeOO.
Some people scruple more over pointing things in the right direction than over successfully
reaching their goals. The disgrace of failure outweighs the diligence they showed. A winner is
never asked for explanations. Most people pay more attention to success or failure than to
circumstances, and your reputation will never suffer if you achieve what you wanted to. A good
ending turns everything golden, however unsatisfactory the means. It is an art to set aside art
when you must do so to bring things to a happy conclusion.

067. CKRRVe aQ RccXSaWLRQ LQ ZKLcK \RX caQ ZLQ SUaLVe.
Most things depend upon the satisfaction of others. Esteem is to perfection what the zephyr is to
flowers : breath and life. There are occupations that enjoy universal acclaim, and others that are
more important but barely visible. The former are seen by all, and win common benevolence.
The latter are rarer and require more skill, but are secret and barely perceived, venerated but not
applauded. Among princes, the most celebrated are the victorious ones, and that is why the
kings of Aragon were so acclaimed : as magnanimous conquerors and warriors. The great
person should prefer celebrated occupations that all can see and share. Common suffrage will
make him immortal.

068. MaNe RWKeUV XQdeUVWaQd.
It is more excellent than making them remember, for intelligence is much greater than memory.
Sometimes you should remind other people, and other times counsel them about the future.
Some people failed to do things that were ripe for doing simply because it never occurred to
them. Let friendly advice point out the advantages. One of the greatest gifts is to size up quickly
what matters. When this is lacking, many successes go undone. Let the person who has light
give it to others, and let those who lack it ask for it, the former with prudence, and the latter
with discretion, merely dropping a hint. This delicacy is especially necessary when the person
giving advice has something at stake. It is best to show good taste and to be more explicit only
when insinuation is not enough. A "no" has already been given, and you can now search
skillfully for a "yes." Most of the time things are not obtained because they were not attempted.



069. DRQ'W gLYe LQ WR eYeU\ cRPPRQ LPSXOVe.
The great do not yield to every sort of passing thought. Part of prudence lies in reflecting about
yourself : knowing or foreseeing your disposition, and moving towards the other extreme in
order to balance art and nature. Self-correction begins with self-knowledge. There are monsters
of impertinence who are always ruled by a certain humor, and their emotions vary accordingly.
Tossed about by this vile imbalance, they go about their business in a self-contradictory way.
Not only does this excess ruin their will, it also attacks their judgment, trouble their desire and
understanding.

070. KQRZ KRZ WR Va\ QR.
You can't grant everything to everybody. Saying "no" is as important as granting things,
especially among those in command. What matters is the way you do it. Some people's "no" is
prized more highly than the "yes" of others : a gilded "no" pleases more than a curt "yes." Many
people always have "no" on their lips, and they sour everything. "No" is what occurs to them
first. They may give in later, but they aren't well thought of because they started out by being so
unpleasant. Refusal shouldn't come in one fell blow. Let people nibble on their disappointment
little by little. Never refuse something completely : others would no longer depend on you.
There should always be some last remnants of hope to sweeten the bitterness of refusal. Let
courtesy occupy the void where favor once stood, and good words compensate for a lack of
action. "No" and "yes" are short words requiring long thought.

071. DRQ'W be LQcRQVLVWeQW, eLWKeU becaXVe Rf WePSeUaPeQW RU RXW Rf affecWaWLRQ.
The prudent man is consistent in all things pertaining to perfection, and this speaks well for his
intelligence. Only the causes and relative merits of things can change his behavior. When it
comes to prudence, variety is ugly. There are some people who are different each day. Their
luck changes daily, and so do their will and their powers of understanding. Yesterday they
conceded; today they receded. They belie their own reputation, confusing others.

072. Be UeVROXWe.
Faulty execution does less harm than a lack of resolution. Materials turn bad more often in
repose than in motion. There are people who can't make up their minds and need a push from
others. At times this is caused not by perplexity, for they see clearly enough, but by inactivity. It
may be ingenious to identify difficulties, but it is more so to find a way of eluding them. Other
people are bogged down by nothing and have great powers of judgment and resolution. They
were born for lofty pursuits and their clear understanding lets them succeed with ease. No
sooner done than said, and there is still time left over. Sure of their luck, they venture forth with
even greater confidence.

073. KQRZ ZKeQ WR be eYaVLYe.
It is the way the prudent get out of difficulty. With an elegant joke they are able to escape from
the most intricate labyrinth. One smile and they have eluded difficulty. On this the greatest of
captains founded his courage. A friendly way of saying no is to change the subject, and no ploy
is more clever than to pretend it isn't you, but someone else, who is being alluded to.

074. DRQ'W be XQfULeQdO\.
The wildest animals inhabit cities. Being unapproachable is the vice of those who lack self-
knowledge and who change humors with honors. To begin by annoying others is no way to win
renown. Imagine one of these surly monsters, always about to turn savage and impertinent. His
unlucky servants approach him as though he were a tiger, arming themselves cautiously with a
whip. In order to reach their high position they pleased everyone, and now that they are there
they want to get even by angering everyone. Because of their position, such people ought to
belong to everyone, but their harshness and vanity makes them belong to no one. A courtly
punishment for them : avoid them entirely. Bestow your wisdom on others.

075. CKRRVe a KeURLc PRdeO, aQd ePXOaWe UaWKeU WKaQ LPLWaWe.
There are examples of greatness, living texts of renown. Let each person choose the first in his
field, not so much to follow him as to surpass them. Alexander cried at the tomb of Achilles,



not for Achilles but for himself, for unlike Achilles, he had not yet been born to fame. Nothing
makes the spirit so ambitious as the trumpet of someone else's fame. It frightens away envy and
encourages noble deeds.
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076. DRQ'W aOZa\V bH MRNLQJ.
 Prudence is known for its seriousness, which wins more respect than wit. The person who is

alwa\s joking falls laughabl\ short of perfection. We treat him like a liar, never believing him.
From one we fear deceit, from the other jest. One never knows when jokers are e[ercising their
judgment, which is the same as not having an\. No humor is worse than continual humor. Some
win a reputation for wit, and lose their wits. There are moments for jovialit\, but the rest of the
time belongs to seriousness.

077. AGaSW \RXUVHOI WR HYHU\RQH HOVH.
 A Proteus of discretion. Learned with the learned, saintl\ with saints. This is a great wa\ to

capture the goodwill of others, for similarit\ generates benevolence. Observe people's
temperaments, and adapt \ourself accordingl\. Whether \ou're with a serious person or a jovial
one, follow the current, and politel\ transform \ourself. This is especiall\ true of those who
depend on others. It is a great stratagem for living prudentl\, and it requires much capacit\. It is
less difficult for the person with a well-informed intellect and varied tastes.

078. SNLOO aW WU\LQJ WKLQJV RXW.
 Foll\ alwa\s rushes into action, for all fools are bold. Their ver\ simplicit\, which prevents

them from foreseeing danger, keeps them from worr\ing about their reputation. But Prudence
enters with great care. Caution and Penetration precede her, beating the bushes so that she can
advance safel\. Discretion sentences hast\ action to failure, though Fortune sometimes issues a
pardon. Go slowl\ when \ou fear the depths. Let shrewdness feel its wa\ forward and Prudence
steer \ou toward firm ground. These da\s there are pitfalls in dealing with others, and it is best
to fathom things as \ou go along.

079. A MRYLaO cKaUacWHU.
 In moderation, it is a gift, not a defect. A pinch of wit is good seasoning. The greatest people

can parla\ grace and humor into universal favor. But the\ pa\ due respect to prudence and
never break with decorum. Others use jest as a quick wa\ out of difficult\. Some things should
be taken jokingl\, even those that others take most seriousl\. This shows a certain
agreeableness, and works like a strange charm on the hearts of others.

080. BH caUHIXO ZKHQ \RX LQIRUP \RXUVHOI abRXW WKLQJV.
 Much of our lives is spent gathering information. We see ver\ few things for ourselves, and live

trusting others. The ears are the back door of truth and the front door of deceit. Truth is more
often seen than heard. Seldom does it reach us unallo\ed, even less so when it comes from afar.
It is alwa\s blended with the emotions it has passed through. Emotion taints ever\thing it
touches, making it odious or favorable. It tries alwa\s to impress us one wa\ or another. Be
more careful with someone who is praising than with someone who is critici]ing. Discover
what a[ he is grinding, on what side he is limping, where he is heading. Beware of the false and
the fault\.

081. RHQHZ \RXU bULOOLaQcH.
 It is the privilege of the Phoeni[. E[cellence grows old and so does fame. Custom wears down

our admiration, and a mediocre novelt\ can conquer the greatest eminence in its old age. So be



reborn in courage, in intellect, in happiness, and in all else. Dare to renew \our brilliance,
dawning man\ times, like the sun, onl\ changing \our surroundings. Withhold it and make
people miss it; renew it and make them applaud.

082. NHLWKHU aOO baG QRU aOO JRRG.
A certain sage reduced the whole of wisdom to the golden mean. Carr\ right too far and it
becomes wrong. The orange squee]ed completel\ dr\ gives onl\ bitterness. Even in enjo\ment
\ou shouldn't go to e[tremes. The intellect itself will go dr\ if pressed too hard, and if \ou milk
a cow like a t\rant \ou will draw onl\ blood.

083. AOORZ \RXUVHOI VRPH YHQLaO IaXOW.
An act of carelessness can sometimes be the best wa\ to help others see \our talents. Env\ often
ostraci]es people : the more civil it is, the more criminal. It accuses what is ver\ perfect of
sinning b\ not sinning, and it condemns complete perfection. It makes itself into an Argos,
looking for the faults in e[cellent things, if onl\ to console itself. Like lightning, censure strikes
the highest places. So let Homer nod at times, and pretend that \our intelligence or courage --
though not \our prudence -- has committed some act of carelessness. That wa\ malevolence
will calm down, and not burst its bubble of poison. This is like waving a red cape in front of the
bull of env\ in order to escape with immortalit\.

084. KQRZ KRZ WR XVH \RXU HQHPLHV.
Grasp things not b\ the blade, which will harm \ou, but b\ the hilt, which will defend \ou. the
same applies to emulation. The wise person finds enemies more useful than the fool does
friends. Malevolence often levels the mountains of difficult\ that favor made fearful. Man\ owe
their greatness to their enemies. Flatter\ is fiercer than hatred, for hatred corrects the faults
flatter\ had disguised. The prudent man makes a mirror out of the evil e\e of others and it is
more truthful than that of affection, and helps him reduce his defects or emend them. One grows
ver\ cautious when living across the border from malevolent rivals.

085. DRQ'W bH WKH ZLOG caUG.
[The wild card or joker : the one that can be an\thing its holder pleases.] E[cellent things are
easil\ abused. When ever\one covets something, the\ are easil\ anno\ed b\ it. It is a bad thing
to be good for nothing, but worse to be good for ever\thing. Some lose because the\ win so
often, and soon the\ are as despised as the\ once were desired. Such wild cards are found in
ever\ sort of perfection. The\ lose their initial reputation for uniqueness, and are scorned as
common. The remed\ for e[tremes is not to e[ceed the golden mean in displa\ing \our gifts.
Be e[cessive in \our perfection but moderate about showing it. The brighter the torch, the more
it consumes itself and the less it lasts. To win true esteem, make \ourself scarce.

086. HHaG RII UXPRU.
The crowd is a man\-headed monster : man\ e\es for malice, man\ tongues for slander.
Sometimes a rumor arises and blights the best reputation, and if it sticks to \ou like a nickname,
\our fame will perish. The crowd usuall\ sei]es on some outstanding weakness, or some
ridiculous defect : fit material for its murmurings. At times it is our envious rivals who
cunningl\ invent these defects. There are mean mouths and the\ ruin a great reputation sooner
with a joke than with a shameless bold-faced lie. It is ver\ eas\ to acquire a bad reputation, for
badness is easil\ believed and hard to erase. Let the prudent person avoid all this, and keep an
e\e on vulgar insolence; for an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

087. CXOWXUH aQG UHILQHPHQW.
Man is born a barbarian. Culture raises him above the beast. Culture turns us into true persons :
the more culture, the greater the person. In that belief, Greece called the rest of the universe
"barbarian." Ignorance is rough and rude. There is nothing more cultivating than knowledge.
But wisdom herself is coarse when polish is lacking. Not onl\ must understanding be refined,
but also our desires and especiall\ our conversation. Some people show a natural refinement
both in their inner and outer gifts, their concepts and words, in their bodil\ adornment (which is



like the bark) and their spiritual gifts (the fruit). Others are so gross that the\ tarnish ever\thing,
even their fine qualities, with an unbearable barbaric sloppiness.

088. DHaO ZLWK RWKHUV LQ a JUaQG Za\.
Aspire to elevation. The great should never be pett\. You needn't go into all the details when
conversing with others, especiall\ when the subject is distasteful. Notice things, but do so
casuall\; it isn't good to turn conversation into detailed interrogation. Act with a courteous,
noble generalit\, which is a sort of gallantr\. A large part of ruling lies in feigning indifference.
Learn to overlook most of the things that happen among \our close friends, \our acquaintances,
and especiall\ \our enemies. Overscrupulousness is irritating, and if it forms part of \our
character \ou will be tiresome to others. To keep circling around something unpleasant is a sort
of mania. Remember that people usuall\ behave ike what the\ are : according to their own heart
and their own capacit\.

089. KQRZ \RXUVHOI : \RXU cKaUacWHU, LQWHOOHcW, MXGJPHQW, aQG HPRWLRQV.
You cannot master \ourself if \ou do not understand \ourself. There are mirrors for the face,
but the onl\ mirror for the spirit is wise self-reflection. And when \ou stop caring about \our
outer image, tr\ to emend and improve the inner one. In order to undertake matters wisel\,
gauge \our prudence and perspicacit\. Judge how well \ou measure up to a challenge. Plumb
\our depths, weigh \our resources.

090. TKH aUW RI OLYLQJ ORQJ : OLYH ZHOO.
Two things bring life to an earl\ end : stupidit\ and depravit\. Some lose their life b\ not
knowing how to save it; others, b\ not wanting to. Just as virtue is its own reward, vice is its
own punishment. The person who races though a life of vice comes to a doubl\ quick end. The
one who races through virtue never dies. The strength of the mind is communicated to the bod\.
A good life is long both in intention and e[tension.

091. NHYHU acW XQOHVV \RX WKLQN LW SUXGHQW WR GR VR.
If the person doing something suspects he will fail, it will be evident to the person watching,
even more so when he is a rival. If \our judgment wavers in the heat of emotion, \ou'll be
thought a fool when things cool down. It is dangerous to undertake something when \ou doubt
its wisdom. It would be safer not to act at all. Prudence refuses to deal in probabilit\ : it alwa\s
walks under the midda\ sun of reason. How can something turn out well when caution started
to condemn it the moment it was conceived? Even resolutions that passed the inner e[amination
with no one dissenting often turn out badl\; so what can we e[pect from those that reason
doubted over and judgment considered rash?

092. TUaQVcHQGHQW ZLVGRP, LQ HYHU\ VLWXaWLRQ.
This is the first and highest rule in acting and speaking, the more necessar\ the greater and
higher \our occupation. An ounce of prudence is worth a pound of cleverness. It's more a matter
of walking surel\ than of courting vulgar applause. A reputation for prudence is the ultimate
triumph of fame. It is enough if \ou satisf\ the prudent, whose approval is the touchstone of
success.

093. A XQLYHUVaO PaQ.
Possessing ever\ perfection, he is equal to man\ men. He makes life ever so pleasant,
communicating that enjo\ment to his friends. Variet\ and perfection are what makes life
delightful. It is a great art to know how to enjo\ all good things. And since Nature made man a
compendium of the whole natural world, let art make him a universe b\ training his taste and
intellect.

094. UQIaWKRPabOH JLIWV.
The prudent person -- if he wants to be revered b\ others -- should never allow them to judge
the e[tent of his knowledge and courage. Allow \ourself to be known, but not comprehended.
No one will discern the limits of \our talent, and thus no one will be disappointed. You can win



more admiration b\ keeping other people guessing the e[tent of \our talent, or even doubting it,
than \ou can b\ displa\ing it, however great.

095. KHHS H[SHcWaWLRQV aOLYH.
Keep nourishing them. Let much promise more, and let great deeds make people e[pect still
greater ones. Don't show ever\thing \ou have on the first roll of the dice. The trick is to
moderate \our strength and knowledge and advance little b\ little toward success.

096. GRRG cRPPRQ VHQVH.
It is the throne of reason, the foundation of prudence, and b\ its light it is eas\ to succeed. It is a
gift from heaven, highl\ pri]ed because it is first and best. Good sense is our armor, so
necessar\ that the lack of this single piece will make people call us lacking. When least present,
most missed. All actions in life depend on its influence, and all solicit its approval, for all
depends on intelligence. It consists of a natural inclination to all that conforms most to reason,
and to all that is most fit.

097. MaNH \RXU UHSXWaWLRQ aQG NHHS LW.
We enjo\ it on loan from Fame. It is e[pensive, for it is born from eminence, which is as rare as
mediocrit\ is common. Once attained, it is easil\ kept. It confers man\ an obligation, performs
man\ a deed. It is a sort of majest\ when it turns into veneration, through the sublimit\ of its
origin and sphere of action. Reputations based on substance are the ones that have alwa\s
endured.

098. WULWH \RXU LQWHQWLRQV LQ cLSKHU.
The passions are the gates of the spirit. The most practical sort of knowledge lies in
dissimulation. The person who shows his cards risks losing. Let caution and reserve combat the
attentiveness of others. When \our opponent sees into \our reasoning like a l\n[, conceal \our
thoughts like an ink\ cuttlefish. Let no one discover \our inclinations, no one foresee them,
either to contradict or to flatter them.

099. RHaOLW\ aQG aSSHaUaQcH.
Things pass for what the\ seem, not for what the\ are. Onl\ rarel\ do people look into them,
and man\ are satisfied with appearances. It isn't enough to be right if \our face looks malicious
and wrong.

100. A PaQ IUHH RI GHcHLW aQG LOOXVLRQ.
One who is virtuous and wise, a courtl\ philosopher. But do not be so onl\ in appearance, or
flaunt \our virtue. Philosoph\ is no longer revered, although it is the chief pursuit of the wise.
The science of prudence is no longer venerated. Seneca introduced it to Rome, and for a time it
appealed to the noble. But now it is considered useless and bothersome. And \et freeing oneself
from deceit has alwa\s been food for prudence, and one of the delights of righteousness.
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101. HaOI WKe ZRUOd LV OaXJKLQJ aW WKe RWKeU KaOI, aQd IROO\ UXOeV RYeU aOO.
 Either ever\thing is good or ever\thing is bad, depending on hoZ \ou look at it. When one

person pursues, another shuns. It is an insufferable fool Zho measures all things b\ his oZn
opinion. Perfection does not mean pleasing one person alone : tastes are as abundant as faces
and just as varied. There is no defect that someone does not value, and \ou need not loZer \our
opinion because a thing doesn't please some people : there Zill be others to appreciate it, and
their applause, in turn, Zill be condemned. The norm of true satisfaction is the approval of
renoZned people Zho knoZ hoZ to judge each class of things. One does not live b\ folloZing
one opinion, one custom, or one centur\.

102. A VWRPacK IRU bLJ KeOSLQJV RI IRUWXQe.
 The bod\ of Prudence should have a big gullet. A great talent is made up of great parts. If \ou

deserve the best luck, don't eat \our fill of gRRd luck. What is surfeit to some is hunger to
others. Some people Zaste e[quisite food because the\ have no stomach for it : the\ Zeren't
born for, and aren't accustomed to, high occupations. Their relations Zith others turn to vinegar,
and a false sense of honor clouds their head and makes them lose it. The\ groZ di]]\ in high
places, and are beside themselves because there is no room in them for luck. Let the great
person shoZ that he still has room for better things, and carefull\ avoid all that Zould shoZ a
narroZ heart.

103. TR eacK, WKe dLJQLW\ WKaW beILWV KLP.
 Not ever\one is a king, but \our deeds should be Zorth\ of one, Zithin the limits of \our class

and condition. A regal Za\ of doing things. Sublimit\ of action, a loft\ mind. You should
resemble a king in merit, if not in realit\, for true sovereignt\ lies in integrit\. You Zon't env\
greatness if \ou \ourself can be a norm of greatness. Especiall\ those Zho are near the throne
should acquire something of true superiorit\. The\ should share the moral gifts of majest\
rather than the pomp, and aspire to things loft\ and substantial rather than to imperfect vanit\.

104. HaYe a JRRd VeQVe RI ZKaW eacK MRb UeTXLUeV.
 Jobs var\ and it takes knoZledge and discernment to understand that variet\. Some jobs take

courage, others subtlet\. The easiest ones are those that depend on honest\; the most difficult,
those that require artifice. The former require onl\ natural talent; the latter, all sorts of
attentiveness and vigilance. It is much Zork to govern men, and even more, fools or madmen. It
takes double intelligence to rule those Zho have none. The job that is unbearable is the one that
takes over the Zhole person, Zorking full-time, alZa\s in the same manner. Far better are the
jobs Ze don't groZ bored Zith, Zhere variet\ combines Zith importance and refreshes our taste.
The jobs most respected are the ones that entail the most, or least, dependence. And the Zorst
are those that make us sZeat the hardest, both here and (even harder) in the hereafter.

105. DRQ'W be WLUeVRPe.
 Don't have onl\ one theme, one obsession. Brevit\ is pleasant and flattering, and it gets more

done. It gains in courtes\ Zhat it loses in curtness. Good things, if brief : tZice good. Badness,
if short, isn't so bad. Quintessences Zork better than farragoes. Ever\one knoZs that a tall
person is rarel\ an intelligent one, but it's better to be tall in stature than long in conversation.
Some people are better at disturbing than adorning the universe : useless trinkets shunned b\ all.



The discreet person should avoid tiring others, especiall\ the great, Zho are ver\ bus\. It Zould
be Zorse to irritate one of them than the rest of the Zorld. Well said is quickl\ said.

106. DRQ'W IOaXQW \RXU JRRd IRUWXQe.
It is more offensive to take e[cessive pride in \our high office than in \ourself. Don't pla\ the
"great man" -- it is odious -- and don't be proud of being envied. The more strenuousl\ \ou seek
esteem from others, the less of it \ou Zill have. It depends on respect. You can't simpl\ grab it,
\ou have to deserve it and Zait for it. Important occupations call for a certain gravit\ and
decorum. Keep onl\ Zhat the occupation requires, Zhat \ou need to fulfill \our obligations.
Don't squee]e it dr\; help it along. Those Zho Zant to look like hard Zorkers give the
impression that the\ aren't up to their jobs. If \ou Zant to succeed, do so using \our gifts, not
\our outer trappings. Even a king ought to be venerated more because of his person than
because of his pomp and circumstance.

107. DRQ'W ORRN VeOI-VaWLVILed.
Don't go through life feeling discontent Zith \ourself, Zhich is timidit\, or satisfied, Zhich is
foolishness. Self-complacenc\ usuall\ arises from ignorance, and it leads to a foolish happiness
that tickles the taste but ruins the reputation. Unable to discern the high perfection of others, it
is content Zith its oZn vulgar mediocrit\. Caution is alZa\s useful, either to help things turn out
Zell or to console us Zhen the\ turn out badl\. No setback Zill surprise \ou if \ou fear it
beforehand. Homer himself nodded at times, and Ale[ander tumbled from his estate and from
the deceit in Zhich he Zas living. Things depend on circumstance. Sometimes the\ prevail, and
sometimes fail. For a hopeless fool, hoZever, the emptiest satisfaction turns into a floZer that
goes on scattering its seed.

108. A VKRUWcXW WR becRPLQJ a WUXe SeUVRQ.
Put the right people beside \ou. The compan\ \ou keep can Zork Zonders. Customs and tastes
and even intelligence are transmitted Zithout our being aZare of it. Let the quick person join
the hesitant one, and so on, through ever\ sort of temperament. That Za\ \ou Zill achieve
moderation Zithout straining after it. It takes much skill to knoZ hoZ to adapt \ourself. The
alternation of opposites makes the universe beautiful and sustains it, and causes even greater
harmon\ in human customs than in nature. Govern \ourself b\ this advice Zhen \ou select \our
friends and servants. The communication of e[tremes Zill produce a discreet and golden mean.

109. DRQ'W beUaWe RWKeUV.
There are people Zith savage tempers Zho make ever\thing a crime, not out of passion, but
because of their ver\ character. The\ condemn ever\one, some for Zhat the\'ve done, others for
Zhat the\ Zill do. This shoZs a spirit Zorse than cruel, Zhich is trul\ vile. The\ critici]e others
so e[aggeratedl\ that the\ make motes into beams in order to poke out e\es. The\ are
taskmasters Zho can turn a paradise into a prison. When sZa\ed b\ passion, the\ take
ever\thing to e[tremes. Good-natured people are able to pardon an\thing. The\ insist that
others had good intentions or Zent Zrong inadvertentl\.

110. DRQ'W ZaLW WR be a VeWWLQJ VXQ.
It is a ma[im of prudent people to abandon things before being abandoned b\ them. You should
make even \our end into a triumph. At times the sun itself retires behind a cloud so that no one
Zill see it fall, and it leaves us Zondering Zhether it has set or not. Avoid sunsets so as not to
burst Zith misfortune. Don't Zait for people to turn their shoulders on \ou : the\ Zill bur\ \ou
alive to \our regret, dead to renoZn. The prudent knoZ Zhen to retire a racehorse, and do not
Zait for him to collapse in the middle of the race, to the laughter of all. Let Beaut\ shatter the
mirror cleverl\, at the right time, and not too late Zhen she cannot bear the truth.

111. HaYe IULeQdV.
The\ are a second being. To a friend, all friends are good and Zise. When \ou are Zith them, all
turns out Zell. You are Zorth as much as others Zant \ou to be and sa\ \ou are, and the Za\ to
their mouths lies through their hearts. Nothing beZitches like service to others, and the best Za\
to Zin friends is to act like one. The most and best Ze have depends on others. You must live



either Zith friends or Zith enemies. Win one each da\, if not as a confidant, at least as a
folloZer. Choose Zell and some Zill remain Zhom \ou can trust.

112. WLQ WKe JRRdZLOO RI RWKeUV.
Even the first and highest Cause [the divinit\], in the most important matters, does things this
Za\. Reputation is purchased Zith affection. Some trust so much in their oZn Zorth that the\
make light of diligence. But the prudent person knoZs ver\ Zell that merit can take a shortcut if
helped b\ favor. Benevolence makes ever\thing easier and compensates for Zhatever is lacking
: courage, integrit\, Zisdom, and even discretion. It never sees ugliness, for it doesn't Zant to. It
is usuall\ born from similarit\ of temperament, race, famil\, countr\, or occupation. In the
spiritual realm, benevolence bestoZs talent, favor, reputation, and merit. Once one Zins it -- and
this is difficult -- it is easil\ kept. You can make an effort to Zin it, but \ou must also knoZ hoZ
to use it.

113. POaQ IRU bad IRUWXQe ZKLOe \RXU IRUWXQe LV JRRd.
In the summer it is Zise to provide for Zinter, and it is easier to do so. Favors are less
e[pensive, and friendships abound. It is good to save up for a rain\ da\ : adversit\ is e[pensive
and all is lacking. Keep a folloZing of friends and grateful people; someda\ \ou Zill value
Zhat noZ seems unimportant. Villain\ has no friends in prosperit\ because it refuses to
recogni]e them. In adversit\ it is the other Za\ around.

114. NeYeU cRPSeWe.
When \ou vie Zith \our opponents, \our reputation suffers. Your competitor Zill immediatel\
tr\ to find \our faults and discredit \ou. FeZ Zage Zar fairl\. Rivalr\ discovers the defects that
courtes\ overlooks. Man\ people had a good reputation until the\ acquired rivals. The heat of
opposition revives dead infamies and digs up the stench of the past. Competition begins b\
revealing faults and rivals take advantage of ever\thing the\ can and all the\ ought not to.
Often the\ gain nothing b\ offending others, onl\ the vile satisfaction of revenge. Revenge
bloZs the dust of oblivion from people's faults. Benevolence Zas alZa\s peaceable, and
reputation indulgent.

115. GeW XVed WR WKe IaLOLQJV RI \RXU IULeQdV, IaPLO\, aQd acTXaLQWaQceV, aV \RX dR WR XJO\
IaceV.
Where there is dependence, tr\ for convenience. There are nast\-minded people Zhom Ze
cannot live Zith and cannot live Zithout. It takes skill to get used to them, as Ze do to ugliness,
so that the\ Zon't surprise us on some dire occasion. At first the\ frighten us, but little b\ little
the\ stop looking so horrible, and caution foresees, or learns to tolerate, their unpleasantness.

116. AOZa\V deaO ZLWK SeRSOe RI SULQcLSOe.
Favor them and Zin their favor. Their ver\ rectitude ensures that the\ Zill treat \ou Zell even
Zhen the\ oppose \ou, for the\ act like Zho the\ are, and it is better to fight Zith good-minded
people than to conquer the bad. There is no Za\ to get along Zith villain\, for it feels no
obligation to behave rightl\. This is Zh\ there is no true friendship among villains, and their
fine Zords cannot be trusted; for the\ do not spring from honor. Avoid the person Zho has no
honor, for if he esteems not honor, he esteems not virtue. And honor is the throne of integrit\.

117. DRQ'W WaON abRXW \RXUVeOI.
You must either praise \ourself, Zhich is vanit\, or critici]e \ourself, Zhich is meekness. You
shoZ a lack of good judgment and become a nuisance to others. If this is important among
friends, it is even more so in high positions, Zhere one often speaks in public and Zhere an\
appearance of vanit\ passes for foolishness. Nor is it prudent to talk about people Zho are
present. You risk running aground on flatter\ or vituperation.

118. Be NQRZQ IRU \RXU cRXUWeV\; LW aORQe caQ PaNe \RX ZRUWK\ RI SUaLVe.
Courtes\ is the best part of culture; a kind of enchantment, and it Zins the goodZill of all, just
as rudeness Zins onl\ scorn and universal anno\ance. When rudeness comes from pride, it is
detestable; Zhen from bad breeding it is contemptible. Better too much courtes\ than too little,



or the same sort for ever\one, for that Zould lead to injustice. Treat \our enemies Zith courtes\,
and \ou'll see hoZ valuable it reall\ is. It costs little but pa\s a nice dividend : those Zho honor
are honored. Politeness and a sense of honor have this advantage; Ze bestoZ them on others
Zithout losing a thing.

119. DRQ'W PaNe \RXUVeOI dLVOLNed.
There is no need to provoke aversion, it comes Zithout being called. There are man\ Zho hate
for no particular reason, Zithout knoZing hoZ or Zh\. Malevolence travels much faster than
the desire to please. A desire for vengeance Zill harm \ou more quickl\ and surel\ than a desire
for material goods. Some Zant to be disliked b\ all, either because the\ Zant to cause
anno\ance or because the\ feel it. Once hatred takes command of them, it is as hard to get rid of
as a bad reputation. These people fear men of judgment, despise those Zho speak ill, disdain the
arrogant, abominate buffoons, but the\ spare people of singular e[cellence. ShoZ \our esteem
if \ou Zant to be esteemed, and if \ou Zant to be reZarded Zith success, reZard others Zith
\our attention.

120. LLYe SUacWLcaOO\.
Even \our knoZledge should seem usual and usable, and Zhere knoZledge is uncommon, feign
ignorance. Wa\s of thinking change, and so does taste. Don't think like an ancient; taste like a
modern. Count heads. That is Zhat matters in all things. When \ou must, folloZ the common
taste, and make \our Za\ toZard eminence. The Zise should adapt themselves to the present,
even Zhen the past seems more attractive, both in the clothes of the soul and in those of the
bod\. This rule for living holds for ever\thing but goodness, for one must alZa\s practice
virtue. Man\ things have come to seem old-fashioned : speaking truth, keeping \our Zord.
Good people seem to belong to the good old da\s, though the\ are alZa\s beloved. If an\ e[ist,
the\ are rare, and the\ are never imitated. What a sad age this is, Zhen virtue is rare and malice
is common. The prudent must live as best the\ can, though not as the\ Zould like to. Ma\ the\
prefer Zhat luck granted them to Zhat it Zithheld!

121. DRQ'W PaNe PXcK adR abRXW QRWKLQJ.
Some take nothing into account, and others Zant to account for ever\thing. The\ are alZa\s
talking importance, alZa\s taking things too seriousl\, turning them into debate and m\ster\.
FeZ bothersome things are important enough to bother Zith. It is foll\ to take to heart Zhat \ou
should turn \our back on. Man\ things that Zere something are nothing if left alone, and others
that Zere nothing turn into much because Ze pa\ attention to them. In the beginning it is eas\ to
put an end to problems, but not later. Sometimes the cure causes the disease. Not the least of
life's rules is to leave Zell enough alone.

122. MaVWeU\ LQ ZRUdV aQd deedV.
It makes Za\ ever\Zhere, and quickl\ Zins respect. It influences ever\thing : conversation,
making a speech, and even Zalking and looking and Zanting. It is a great victor\ to sei]e the
hearts of others. This sort of authorit\ doesn't originate in foolish audacit\ or irritating sloZ-
moving gravit\; it is born from a superior character abetted b\ merit.

123. A SeUVRQ ZLWKRXW aIIecWaWLRQ.
The more talent, the less affectation. This is a trul\ vulgar blemish, as anno\ing to others as it is
burdensome. It makes one a mart\r to Zorr\, for it is a torment to have to keep up appearances.
Even great gifts seem less valuable on account of affectation, for people attribute them to strain
and artifice rather than to natural grace, and the natural is alZa\s more pleasant than the
artificial. The affected are held as strangers to the talents the\ affect. The better \ou are at
something, the more \ou should hide \our efforts, so that perfection seems to occur naturall\.
Nor should \ou flee affectation b\ affecting not to have it. The prudent man should never
acknoZledge his oZn merits. B\ appearing to overlook them, he Zill gain the attention of
others. The eminent person Zho takes no notice of his oZn perfection is tZice eminent. He
folloZs his oZn peculiar path to applause.



124. MaNe \RXUVeOI ZaQWed.
FeZ have Zon popular favor; consider \ourself fortunate if \ou can Zin the favor of the Zise.
People are usuall\ lukeZarm toZards those at the end of their careers. There are Za\s to Zin
and keep the grand pri]e of favor. You can be outstanding in \our occupation and in \our
talents. A pleasant manner Zorks too. Turn eminence into dependence, so that people Zill sa\
that the occupation needed \ou, and not vice versa. Some people honor their position, others are
honored b\ it. It is no honor to be made good b\ the bad person Zho succeeds \ou. The fact that
someone else is hated doesn't mean that \ou are trul\ Zanted.

125. DRQ'W be a bOacNOLVW RI RWKeUV' IaXOWV.
To pa\ attention to the infam\ of others shoZs that \our oZn fame is ruined. Some Zould like
to dissimulate, or cleanse, their oZn blemishes Zith those of others, or to console themselves
Zith them : a consolation of fools. Their breath stinks; the\ are cesspools of filth. In these
matters, he Zho digs deepest gets muddiest. FeZ escape some fault of their oZn, either b\
inheritance or b\ association. Onl\ Zhen \ou are little knoZn are \our faults unknoZn. The
prudent person doesn't register the defects of others or become a vile, living blacklist.
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126. TKe IRRO LVQ'W VRPeRQe ZKR dReV VRPeWKLQJ IRROLVK, bXW WKe RQe ZKR dReVQ'W NQRZ
KRZ WR cRQceaO LW.

 Hide \our affects, but eYen more, \our defects. All people err, but Zith this difference : the Zise
dissimulate their errors, and fools speak of those the\ are about to commit. Reputation is more a
matter of stealth than of deeds. If \ou can't be chaste, be char\. The slips of the great are closel\
obserYed, like eclipses of the sun and moon. You shouldn't confide \our defects to friends, or
eYen to \ourself, Zere that possible. Another rule for liYing is applicable here : knoZ hoZ to
forget.

127. EaVe aQd JUace LQ eYeU\WKLQJ.
 It giYes life to talent, breath to speech, soul to deeds, and it sets off the highest gifts. The other

perfections are an adornment of nature, but grace adorns the perfections themselYes : it makes
eYen thought more admirable. It oZes most to natural priYilege and least to effort, and it is
superior eYen to the precepts of art. It runs faster than mere skill and oYertakes eYen Zhat is
dashing. It increases self-confidence and heaps up perfection. Without it, all beaut\ is dead, all
grace is disgrace. It transcends merit, discretion, prudence, and majest\ itself. It is a seeml\
shortcut to getting things done, and a refined Za\ to escape from an\ difficult\.

 [Translator's note : Despejo, rendered here as "ease and grace," mighW also be WranslaWed as
"ineffable charm" or "charisma."].

128. HLJKPLQdedQeVV.
 It is one of the chief requisites of heroism, for it inspires all sorts of greatness. It heightens our

taste, sZells the heart, lifts up our thought, ennobles our condition, and alloZs majest\ to do
an\thing it Zants. It stands out ZhereYer it is found. Luck sometimes enYies it and tries to den\
it, but it \earns to e[cel. It rules the Zill, eYen Zhen circumstances restrict it. Magnanimit\,
generosit\, and all other eminent qualities acknoZledge it as their source.

129. NeYeU cRPSOaLQ.
 Complaints Zill alZa\s discredit \ou. Rather than compassion and consolation, the\ proYoke

passion and insolence, and encourage those Zho hear our complaints to behaYe like those Ze
complain about. Once diYulged to others, the offenses done to us seem to make others
pardonable. Some complain of past offenses and giYe rise to future ones. The\ Zant to be
helped or consoled, but their listeners feel onl\ satisfaction and eYen contempt. It is better
polic\ to praise the faYors others haYe done \ou, so as to Zin still more of them. When \ou tell
hoZ those absent haYe faYored \ou, \ou are asking those present to do the same, and pa\ in the
same coin. The prudent person should neYer publici]e dishonor or slights, onl\ the esteem
others haYe shoZn him. Thus Zill he haYe friends and halYe his enemies.

130. DR, bXW aOVR VeeP.
 Things do not pass for Zhat the\ are, but for Zhat the\ seem. To e[cel and to knoZ hoZ to

shoZ it is to e[cel tZice. What is inYisible might as Zell not e[ist. Reason itself is not Yenerated
Zhen it does not Zear a reasonable face. Those easil\ duped outnumber the prudent. Deceit
reigns, and things are judged from Zithout, and are seldom Zhat the\ seem. A fine e[terior is
the best recommendation of inner perfection.



131. A JaOOaQW VSLULW.
The soul has its fine dress clothes, the spiritual dash and boldness that make the heart look
splendid. Not eYer\one has room for gallantr\, for it calls for magnanimit\. Its first concern is
alZa\s to speak Zell of the enem\, and act eYen better. It shines most brightl\ Zhen it has the
chance to aYenge itself. It does not aYoid these situations, but takes adYantage of them, turning a
potential act of Yengeance into an une[pected act of generosit\. It is also the best part of
goYerning others, the adornment of politics. It neYer shoZs off its triumphs -- it affects nothing -
- and Zhen the\ are due to merit, it knoZs hoZ to dissimulate.

132. RecRQVLdeU.
Safet\ lies in looking things oYer tZice, especiall\ Zhen \ou are not completel\ confident. Take
time, either to concede something or to better \our situation, and \ou Zill find neZ Za\s to
confirm and corroborate \our judgment. If it is a matter of giYing, a gift is Yalued more highl\
Zhen bestoZed Zisel\ than Zhen giYen quickl\. What Zas long desired is alZa\s more
appreciated. If it is a matter of refusing, \ou can deYote more attention to \our manner, and let
\our "no" ripen a bit, so that it Zill not be quite so bitter. Most of the time, the first heat of
desire Zill haYe died doZn, and it Zill be easier to accept refusal. If someone asks soon, grant
late. This is a Za\ of holding his interest.

133. BeWWeU WR be Pad ZLWK eYeU\RQe WKaQ VaQe aOO aORQe: VR Va\ WKe SROLWLcLaQV.
If all are mad, \ou'll be equal to them. And if \ou alone are sane, \ou Zill be taken for mad.
What matters is to folloZ the current. The best knoZledge, sometimes, is not to knoZ, or
pretend not to. We must liYe Zith others, and the majorit\ are ignorant. To liYe b\ \ourself, \ou
must be Yer\ godl\ or a complete saYage. But I Zould modif\ this aphorism and sa\ : better
sane Zith the man\ than mad all b\ \ourself. Some people Zant to be singular in the pursuit of
chimeras.

134. DRXbOe \RXU VWRUe RI OLIe'V QeceVVLWLeV.
You Zill double life. Don't depend on an\ single thing, or limit an\ one resource, no matter hoZ
rare and e[cellent. Double eYer\thing, especiall\ the sources of benefit, faYor, and taste. The
moon is transcendentl\ mutable, setting the limits of permanence, and more mutable still are the
things that depend on our frail human Zill. Store up supplies for frailt\. It is a great rule for
liYing to double \our sources of happiness and profit. Just as nature doubled the most important
and most e[posed of our bodil\ limbs, so should are double the things Ze depend on.

135. DRQ'W KaYe WKe VSLULW RI cRQWUadLcWLRQ.
You Zill onl\ burden \ourself Zith foolishness and anno\ance. Let prudence plot against it.
Finding objections to eYer\thing can be ingenious, but the stubborn person is almost alZa\s a
fool. Some turn sZeet conYersation into a skirmish, and are more of an enem\ to their friends
and acquaintances than to those Zith Zhom the\ haYe no dealings. The bone of contention is
hardest Zhen the morsel is sZeetest, and contradiction often ruins happ\ moments. The\ are
pernicious fools Zho add nastiness to beastliness.

136. SL]e XS WKe PaWWeU.
Take the pulse of the business at hand. Man\ see the trees but not the forest, or bark up the
Zrong tree, speaking endlessl\, reasoning uselessl\, Zithout going to the pith of the matter.
The\ go round and round, tiring themselYes and us, and neYer get to Zhat is important. This
happens to people Zith confused minds Zho do not knoZ hoZ to clear aZa\ the brambles. The\
Zaste time and patience on Zhat it Zould be better to leaYe alone, and later there is no time for
Zhat the\ left.

137. TKe ZLVe aUe VXIILcLeQW XQWR WKePVeOYeV.
One of them carried all of his belongings Zith him.* One friend -- a uniYersal man -- can
represent Rome and the rest of the uniYerse.** Be that friend to \ourself, and \ou Zill be able to
liYe b\ \ourself. Wh\ should \ou need an\one else if no taste and no understanding is superior
to \ours? You Zill depend onl\ on \ourself; the greatest happiness is to resemble the Supreme
Entit\. The person Zho can liYe b\ himself is in no Za\ a brute; in man\ Za\s he is a Zise man,



in eYer\ Za\ a god.
[*The Greek philosopher SWilpon of Megara, haYing losW his Zife, his children, and all of his
possessions in a fire, emerged from Whe rXins and remarked: "I haYe all m\ possessions ZiWh
me."]
[**An allXsion Wo CaWo Whe Elder, sWaWesman and soldier, praised b\ Cicero for his capaciW\ for
friendship.]

138. LeaYe WKLQJV aORQe.
Especiall\ Zhen the sea -- people, \our friends, \our acquaintances -- is stirred up. Life Zith
others has its tempests, its storms of Zill, Zhen it is Zise to retire to a safe harbor and let the
ZaYes subside. Remedies often Zorsen eYils. Let nature take its course, and moralit\. The Zise
ph\sician knoZs Zhen to prescribe and Zhen not to, and sometimes it takes skill not to appl\
remedies. ThroZing up \our hands is sometimes a good Za\ to put doZn Yulgar storms. If \ou
boZ to time for the present, \ou Zill conquer in the future. It takes little to mudd\ a stream. You
can't make it groZ clear b\ tr\ing to, onl\ b\ leaYing it alone. There is no better remed\ for
disorder than to leaYe it alone to correct itself.

139. KQRZ \RXU XQOXcN\ da\V, IRU WKe\ e[LVW.
Nothing Zill turn out right. You can change \our game, but bad luck Zill remain. Test \our luck
a feZ times, and retire if it is bad. EYen understanding has its moments : no one can knoZ
eYer\thing at all hours. It takes good luck to think Zell, as it does to Zrite a good letter. All
perfection depends upon the right moment. EYen beaut\ isn't alZa\s in season. Discretion goes
into hiding, either doing too much or too little. To turn out Zell, eYer\thing has its moment. On
some da\s, eYer\thing goes badl\; on others, Zell, and Zith less effort. You find that eYer\thing
is done easil\, \our intelligence is in Zorking order, \our temperament in tune, and \ou are \our
oZn luck\ star. Take adYantage of such da\s, and don't Zaste a moment of them. But it isn't
smart to pronounce the da\ definitiYel\ bad because of one bad stroke of luck, or do the
contrar\.

140. GR VWUaLJKW WR WKe JRRd LQ eYeU\WKLQJ.
It is the happ\ lot of those Zith good taste. The bee goes straight for the sZeetness, and the
Yiper for the bitterness it needs for its poison. So Zith tastes : some go for the best, others for
the Zorst. There is nothing that doesn't haYe something good, especiall\ books, Zhere good is
imagined. Some people's temperaments are so unfortunate that among a thousand perfections
the\ Zill find a single defect and censure it and bloZ it out of proportion. The\ are the garbage
collectors of the Zill and of the intellect, burdened doZn Zith blemishes and defects :
punishment for their poor discernment rather than proof of their subtlet\. The\ are unhapp\, for
the\ batten on bitterness and gra]e on imperfections. Others haYe a happier sort of taste : among
a thousand defects the\ discoYer some perfection that good luck happened to let drop.

141. DRQ'W OLVWeQ WR \RXUVeOI.
What good is it to please \ourself if \ou don't please others? Self-satisfaction reaps onl\ scorn.
B\ giYing \ourself credit, \ou Zill run up a debt Zith others. Speaking and listening to \ourself
is impossible to do Zell. To speak to \ourself is madness; to listen to \ourself in front of others,
doubl\ mad. Some people batter our ears Zith refrains like "Am I right?" or "You knoZ?",
badgering others for approbation or flatter\, and casting doubt on their oZn judgment. Vain
people, too, like to speak Zith an echo. The\ put their conYersation on high heels, and fools
rush to their rescue Zith an odious "Well said!"

142. DRQ'W deIeQd WKe ZURQJ VLde RXW RI VWXbbRUQQeVV, MXVW becaXVe \RXU RSSRQeQW
KaSSeQed WR JeW WKeUe ILUVW aQd cKRRVe WKe beVW.
You Zill go into battle alread\ defeated, and go doZn in disgrace. Bad is no match for good. It
Zas cunning of \our opponent to anticipate the best, and it Zould be stupid of \ou to defend the
Zorst. Those obstinate in deeds are in greater danger than those obstinate in Zords, for there is
greater risk in doing than in sa\ing. The Yulgar ignorance of stubborn people makes them prefer
contradiction to truth and contention to utilit\. Prudent people are on the side of reason, not
passion, Zhether because the\ foresaZ it from the first, or because the\ improYed their position



later. If \our opponent is a fool, his foolishness Zill make him change course, sZitch sides, and
Zorsen his position. To e[pel him from the best, embrace it \ourself. His foolishness Zill make
him abandon it and his oZn obstinac\ Zill cast him doZn.

143. DRQ'W be SaUadR[LcaO WR aYRLd beLQJ YXOJaU.
Both e[tremes bring discredit. An\thing that threatens our dignit\ is a kind of foolishness. The
parado[ is a sort of deceit that seems plausible at first and startles us Zith its piquant noYelt\.
But later, Zhen its falseness is reYealed, it brings disgrace. It possesses a certain false charm,
and in politics it can be the ruin of states. Those Zho cannot distinguish themselYes through
Yirtue take the path of parado[, surprising fools and turning Zise men into prophets. Parado[
reYeals an unsound judgment and a lack of prudence. It is based on falsit\ or uncertaint\, and
puts dignit\ at risk.

144. EQWeU cRQcedLQJ aQd cRPe RXW ZLQQLQJ.
This is a strateg\ for getting Zhat \ou Zant. EYen in heaYenl\ matters, our Christian teachers
recommend this hol\ craftiness. It is an important sort of dissimulation and \ou use it to capture
someone else's Zill. You appear to haYe his interests in mind, but it is onl\ to open the Za\ for
\ours. You should neYer take up matters confusedl\, especiall\ risk\ ones. Be careful Zith
people Zhose first Zord is usuall\ "no." It is best to disguise \our intent, so that the\ Zon't
reali]e the difficulties of sa\ing "\es," especiall\ Zhen \ou haYe alread\ sensed their resistance.
This ma[im relations to the ones about hidden intentions, and requires the same quintessential
subtlet\.

145. HLde \RXU ZRXQded ILQJeU, RU \RX ZLOO bXPS LW RQ eYeU\WKLQJ.
NeYer complain about it. Malice alZa\s ]eroes in on Zhat hurts or Zeakens us. Look
discouraged and \ou Zill onl\ encourage others to make fun of \ou. EYil intent is alZa\s
looking for Za\s to get a rise out of \ou. It uses insinuation to discoYer Zhere \ou hurt, and
knoZs a thousand stratagems to probe \our Zounds. If \ou are Zise, \ou Zill ignore malicious
hints, and conceal \our troubles, either personal or inherited, for eYen Fortune sometimes like to
hit \ou Zhere it hurts. It alZa\s goes straight for raZ flesh. Be careful not to reYeal Zhat
mortifies and Zhat YiYifies \ou, lest the former last and the latter end.

146. LRRN deeS LQVLde.
Things are seldom Zhat the\ seem, and ignorance, Zhich sees no deeper than the bark, often
turns to disillusion Zhen it penetrates into things. In all things, deceit arriYes first, dragging
fools behind it in endless Yulgarit\. Truth is alZa\s late, alZa\s last to arriYe, limping along
Zith Time. Prudent people saYe one of their ears for truth, thanking their common mother,
Nature, for giYing them tZo. Deceit is superficial, and superficial people are quick to run into
her. Discernment liYes hidden aZa\ in retirement, so as to be more esteemed b\ the Zise and
the discreet.

147. DRQ'W be LQacceVVLbOe.
No one is so perfect as not to need occasional counsel. The person Zho doesn't listen is a
hopeless fool. EYen the most independent of people ought to heed friendl\ adYice, and eYen
soYereigns are happ\ to learn from others. Some people are incorrigible because inaccessible,
and the\ fall because no one dares to catch them. EYen the most infle[ible person should leaYe
the door open to friendship; help Zill come through it. We all need a friend Zho feels free to
scold us and giYe us adYice. Trust Zill grant him this authorit\, and our high opinion of his
lo\alt\ and prudence. We shouldn't bestoZ our respect and authorit\ on just an\one, and \et, in
the inner rooms of our caution, Ze need the faithful mirror of a confidant. If Ze Yalue that
mirror, it Zill set us free from deceit.

148. Be VNLOOed LQ cRQYeUVaWLRQ.
The art of conYersation is the measure of a true person. No human actiYit\ calls for so much
discretion, for none is more common. It is here that Ze Zin or lose. It takes prudence to Zrite a
letter, Zhich is conYersation thought out and Zritten doZn, and eYen more to conYerse, for
discretion is soon put to the test. E[perts feel the tongue and quickl\ take the pulse of the mind.



"Speak," said the sage, "and \ou Zill be knoZn." To some the art of conYersation lies in haYing
no art at all, let it fit loosel\, like clothes. This ma\ be true of conYersation among friends. In
more eleYated circles, conYersation should be Zeightier, reYealing the great substance of the
person. To conYerse successfull\, \ou must adapt \ourself to the temperament and intelligence
of others. Don't set \ourself up as a censor of Zords -- for \ou Zill be taken as a grammarian --
and eYen less as a prosecutor of sentences -- Zhich Zill make others aYoid \ou and keep \ou
from communicating. In speech, discretion matters more than eloquence.

149. LeW VRPeRQe eOVe WaNe WKe KLW.
You Zill shield \ourself from maleYolence : sound polic\ in those Zho goYern. HaYing
someone else take the blame for failure and be the butt of gossip does not spring from a lack of
abilit\, as malice thinks, but from superior skill. Not eYer\thing can turn out Zell, and \ou can't
please eYer\one. So look for a scapegoat, someone Zhose oZn ambition Zill make him a good
target.

150. KQRZ KRZ WR VeOO \RXU ZaUeV.
Intrinsic qualit\ isn't enough. Not eYer\one bites at substance or looks for inner Yalue. People
like to folloZ the croZd; the\ go someplace because the\ see other people do so. It takes much
skill to e[plain something's Yalue. You can use praise, for praise arouses desire. At other times
\ou can giYe things a good name (but be sure to flee from affectation). Another trick is to offer
something onl\ to those in the knoZ, for eYer\one belieYes himself an e[pert, and the person
Zho isn't Zill Zant to be one. NeYer praise things for being eas\ or common : \ou'll make them
seem Yulgar and facile. EYer\bod\ goes for something unique. Uniqueness appeals both to the
taste and to the intellect.

ON TO APHORISMS 151-175

UP TO TOP OF PAGE

BACK TO MAIN LIST

RETURN TO LIBRARY

 
web hosting • domain names 

web design • online games

https://web.archive.org/web/20120322053959/http://www.fortunecity.com/banners/interstitial.html?http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/aoww/aoww07.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322053959/http://www.fortunecity.com/banners/interstitial.html?http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/aoww/aoww06.htm%23top
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322053959/http://www.fortunecity.com/banners/interstitial.html?http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/aoww/aoww.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322053959/http://www.fortunecity.com/banners/interstitial.html?http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/library.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322060234if_/http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/aoww/aoww06.htm?sid=fcfooterhosting
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322060234if_/http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/aoww/aoww06.htm?sid=fcfooterdomains
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322060234if_/http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/aoww/aoww06.htm?sid=fcfooterdesign
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322060234/http://www.hotgames.com/
Jeronimo Reguera



 

The Art of Worldly Wisdom
Baltasar Gracian, 1647

 (WranVlaWed b\ ChriVWopher MaXrer)

PART 7 of 12

151. TKLQN aKead : WRda\ IRU WRPRUURZ -- eYeQ PaQ\ da\V aKead.
 The best providence is to have hours of it. To those forewarned, there are no strokes of bad

luck; no tight spots for those who are prepared. Don't save your reason for difficult situations;
use it to anticipate them. Difficult points require mature rethinking. The pillow is a tongueless
sibyl, and it is better to sleep on something than to lie awake when things are on top of you.
Some act, and think later : this is to look for excuses rather than consequences. Others think
neither before nor after. Your whole life should be a matter of thinking out your destination.
Rethinking and foresight are a good way to live in advance.

152. DRQ'W NeeS cRPSaQ\ ZLWK WKRVe ZKR ZLOO PaNe \RX VeeP OeVV JLIWed, eLWKeU becaXVe
WKe\ aUe VXSeULRU RU LQIeULRU.

 The more perfect someone is, the more highly he is esteemed. The other person will always
play the leading role, and you a secondary one, and if you win any respect at all, it will come in
scraps and remnants. When the moon is alone it competes with the stars, but once the sun
comes out it either doesn't appear or it disappears. Don't go near the person who can eclipse
you, only the one who will make you look better. This is how clever Fabula, from Martial's
poem, was able to look beautiful and radiant among her ugly, unkempt maids. Don't have a pain
in your side, or honor others to the detriment of your own reputation. To grow, associate with
the eminent; once grown, with those who are average.

153. DRQ'W VWeS LQWR WKe KXJe JaS OeIW b\ VRPeRQe eOVe.
 If you do, be sure you have more than enough talent. Merely to equal your predecessor, you

must be worth twice as much. It is a fine trick to make people prefer you to your successor, and
it takes subtlety to avoid being eclipsed by your predecessor. To fill a great vacancy is hard,
because the past always seems better. It isn't enough to equal your predecessor; the person who
goes first has an advantage. You need extra talent to expel him from his superior reputation.

154. NeLWKeU TXLcN WR beOLeYe, QRU TXLcN WR ORYe.
 A ripe judgment is slow to believe. Lying is ordinary; let belief be extraordinary. The rush to

judgment leads to embarrassment and exhaustion. But don't cast doubt openly on the
truthfulness of others. When you treat someone like a liar, or insist he has been deceived, you
add insult to injury. There is an even greater disadvantage : not believing others implies that you
yourself are deceitful. The liar suffers twice : he neither believes nor is believed. Prudent
listeners suspend their judgment. Nor, an author tells us, should we be quick to love. One lies
with words, but also with things, and the latter sort of deceit results in more harm.

155. SNLOO aW PaVWeULQJ \RXU SaVVLRQV.
 Whenever possible, let reflection foresee the sudden movements of the passions. The prudent

will do so easily. The first thing to do when you are upset is to notice that you aUe. You begin by
mastering your emotions and determining not to go any further. With this superior sort of
caution you can put a quick end to your anger. Know how to stop, and do so at the right moment
: the most difficult thing about running is stopping. It speaks well for your judgment to remain
lucid at moments of madness. Any excess of passion detracts from reason, but with this
attentiveness, anger will never run away with you or trample on good sense. To get the best of



an emotion, rein it in prudently. You will be the first sane man or horseback, and perhaps the
last. ["No one iV ZiVe on hoUVeback," Va\V Whe SpaniVh pUoYeUb.]

156. SeOecW \RXU IULeQdV.
They should be examined by discretion, tested by fortune, certified not only in willpower but
also in understanding. Though success in life depends on this, people pay it little attention. In
some cases, mere meddling leads to friendship and in most, mere chance. You are judged by the
friends you have, and the wise never get along with fools. To take pleasure in someone's
company doesn't make him a close friend. Sometimes we value his sense of humor without fully
confiding in his talent. Some friendships are legitimate, others adulterous : the latter are for
pleasure, the former are fertile and engender success. The insight of a friend is more valuable
than the good wishes of many others. So let choice rule and not chance. Wise friends chase
away sorrows, and foolish ones gather them. And don't wish your friends wealth if you want to
keep them.

157. DRQ'W be PLVWaNeQ abRXW SeRSOe : LW LV WKe ZRUVW Za\ WR be deceLYed.
Better to be cheated by the price than by the merchandise. There is nothing that requires more
careful inspection. There is a difference between understanding things and knowing people, and
it is a great art to penetrate temperaments and distinguish the humors of others. Human nature
ought to be studied as closely as any book.

158. KQRZ KRZ WR XVe \RXU IULeQdV.
It takes skill and discretion. Some are useful when near and others when far away, and the one
who isn't good for conversation may be good for correspondence. Distance purifies certain
defects that are unbearable at close range. You shouldn't seek only pleasure in your friends, but
also utility. A friend is all things, and friendship has the three qualities of anything good : unity,
goodness, and truth. Few people make good friends, and they are fewer still when we don't
know how to select them. Knowing how to keep a friend is more important than gaining a new
one. Look for friends who can last, and when they're new, be satisfied that one day they will be
old. The best ones of all are those well salted, with whom we have shared bushels of
experience. Life without friends is a wasteland. Friendship multiplies good and share evils. It is
a unique remedy for bad luck and sweet relief to the soul.

159. KQRZ KRZ WR VXIIeU IRROV.
The wise are the least tolerant, for learning has diminished their patience. Wide knowledge is
hard to please. Epictetus tells us that the most important rule for living lies in knowing how to
bear all things : to this he reduced half of wisdom. To tolerate foolishness much patience is
needed. Sometimes we suffer most from those we most depend upon, and this helps us conquer
ourselves. Patience leads to an inestimable inner peace, which is bliss on earth. And the person
who does not know how to put up with others should retire into himself, if indeed he can suffer
even himself.

160. SSeaN SUXdeQWO\ : caXWLRXVO\ WR \RXU ULYaOV, aQd ZLWK dLJQLW\ WR eYeU\RQe eOVe.
There is always time to utter a word, and never time to take it back. Speak as though you were
writing your testament : the fewer words, the fewer lawsuits. Practice on what matters little for
what matters much. Secrecy has the feel of divinity. The person quick to speak is no sooner
greeted than defeated.

161. KQRZ \RXU RZQ VZeeW IaXOWV.
Even the most perfect person cannot escape them, but why marry them or take them as lovers?
There are defects of the intellect and they are greatest -- or noticed most easily -- in people of
great intelligence. Not because the person himself is not aware of them, but because he loves
them. Two evils in one : irrational affection bestowed on faults. They are moles on the face of
perfection. They repel others but to us they look like beauty marks. Here is a gallant way to
conquer yourself, and add to your gifts. Others are quick to notice your faults. Instead of
admiring your talent, they dwell on your defect, and use it to tarnish your other gifts.



162. CRQTXeU eQY\ aQd PaOeYROeQce.
It does little good to show indifference. Behave with gallantry and you will achieve much more.
There is nothing more praiseworthy than speaking well of someone who speaks badly of you;
no vengeance more heroic than conquering and tormenting envy with merit and talent. Each of
your successes will be torture for those who wish you ill, and your glory will be hell to your
rivals. This is the greatest of punishments : to turn success into poison. The envious person dies
not once, but as often as his rival lives in applause. Lasting fame for the envied means eternal
punishment for the envious. The former lives forever in his glories, the latter in his punishment.
The trumpets of fame play immortality for one and taps for the other, sentencing him to the
gallows of anxiety.

163. DRQ'W OeW \RXU V\PSaWK\ IRU WKe XQIRUWXQaWe PaNe \RX RQe RI WKeP.
What one man considers misfortune, another considers fortune. Who could call himself lucky if
many others weren't? The unhappy often win people's sympathy; we want to compensate them,
with useless favor, for the insults of fortune. The person whom everyone hated in prosperity is
suddenly pitied by all. His downfall turns vengeance into compassion. It takes shrewdness to
notice how the cards are being dealt. There are some people who associate only with the
unfortunate. They pull up beside the unlucky soul whom they fled when he was fortunate.
Sometimes this reveals an inner nobility, but it is anything but shrewd.

164. FORaW a WULaO baOORRQ...
to see how well something is accepted and received, especially when you doubt its popularity or
success. This assures you something will turn out well, and allows you to decide whether to
move forward with it or withdraw it. By testing the will of others, the prudent person finds out
where he stands. Maximum foresight in asking, wanting, and ruling.

165. WaJe a cOeaQ ZaU.
The wise person can be driven to war, but not to a dishonorable one. Act like the person you
are, not the way they make you act. To behave magnanimously towards your rivals is
praiseworthy. You should fight not only to win power but also to show that you are a superior
fighter. To conquer without nobility is not victory but surrender. The good man does not use
forbidden weapons, like the ones he acquires when he breaks up with a friend. Even when
friendship ends in hatred, don't take advantage of the trust that was once placed in you.
Everything that smacks of treachery is poison to your reputation. Noble people shouldn't have
even an atom of baseness. Nobility scorns villainy. You should be able to boast that if gallantry,
generosity, and faith were lost in the world, they could be found again in your own breast.

166. DLVWLQJXLVK WKe PaQ RI ZRUdV IURP WKe PaQ RI deedV.
It is a subtle distinction, like the distinction between the friend who values you for yourself and
the one who values your position. Bad words, even without bad deeds, are bad enough. But it is
even worse, when you have no bad words, to have bad deeds. One cannot eat words (mere
wind) or live on courtesy (polite deceit). To catch birds with mirrors is a perfect snare. Only the
vain are satisfied with wind. To retain their worth, words must be backed up with deeds. Trees
which give no fruit, only leaves, usually have no heart and pith. One must know which are
profitable and which serve only for shade.

167. Be VeOI-UeOLaQW.
There is no better company, in tight situations, than a stout heart. When it is weak, use the
organs closest to it. Worries are borne better by the self-reliant. Don't give in to fortune, or it
will make itself even more unbearable. Some people help themselves little in their own travails,
and double them by not knowing how to bear them. The person who knows himself overcomes
his weakness with thoughtfulness, and the prudent manage to conquer all, even the stars.

168. DRQ'W becRPe a PRQVWeU RI IRROLVKQeVV.
Among these monsters are all people who are vain, presumptuous, stubborn, whimsical, self-
satisfied, extravagant, paradoxical, light-headed, seekers of novelty, the undisciplined . . . all are
monsters of impertinence. Spiritual monstrosity is worse than bodily, for it contradicts a



superior beauty. But who will correct all this common folly? Where good sense is lacking, there
is no room for advice and direction. Careful observation has been pushed aside by an ill-
conceived desire for imaginary applause.

169. BeWWeU WR aYRLd PLVVLQJ RQce WKaQ WR KLW WKe PaUN a KXQdUed WLPeV.
No one looks directly at the sun, but everyone does when it is eclipsed. The vulgar will fasten
upon your one failing rather than on your many successes. The bad are better known, and attract
more gossip, that the good. Many people were practically unknown until they sinned, and all
their successes aren't enough to conceal a single tiny fault. Realize that malevolence will notice
all your faults and none of your virtues.

170. IQ aOO PaWWeUV, NeeS VRPeWKLQJ LQ UeVeUYe.
You'll preserve your usefulness. Don't use all your talents or deploy all your strength at all
times. Even in knowledge hold something back : you will double your perfections. There must
always be something you can use in a pinch. An opportune rescue is valued and honored more
than a bold attack. Prudence always steers a safe course. In this sense also we can believe the
piquant paradox : the half is much more than the whole.

171. DRQ'W ZaVWe WKe IaYRUV SeRSOe RZe \RX.
Keep important friends for great occasions. Don't spend their good graces and use your contact
for things that matter little. Keep your powder dry until you're really in danger. If you trade
much for little, what will remain for later? There's nothing more precious than a favor or people
to protect you. They can make or break anything : they can even give you wit, or take it away.
Whatever nature and fame bestow on wise men, Fortune envies. It's even more important to
hang on to people than to hang on to things.

172. NeYeU cRPSeWe ZLWK VRPeRQe ZKR KaV QRWKLQJ WR ORVe.
The struggle will be unequal. One of the contestants enters the fray unencumbered, for he has
already lost everything, even his shame. He has cast off everything, has nothing further to lose,
and throws himself headlong into all sorts of insolence. Never risk your precious reputation on
such a person. It took many years to win it, and it can be lost in a moment, on something far
from momentous. One breath of scandal freezes much honorable sweat. The righteous person
knows how much is at stake. He knows what can damage his reputation, and, because he
commits himself prudently, he proceeds slowly, so that prudence has ample time to retreat. Not
even if he triumphs will he win back what he lost by exposing himself to the risk of losing.

173. DRQ'W be Pade RI JOaVV LQ \RXU deaOLQJV ZLWK RWKeUV.
Even less so in friendship. Some people break very easily, revealing how fragile they are. They
fill up with resentment and fill others with annoyance. They are more sensitive than the pupils
of the eyes, which cannot be touched, either in jest or in earnest. They take offense at motes :
beams aren't even necessary. Those who deal with them must use great caution, and never forget
their delicacy. The slightest slight annoys them. They are full of themselves, slaves to their own
taste (for the sake of which they trample on everything else), and idolaters of their own silly
sense of honor.

174. DRQ'W OLYe LQ a KXUU\.
If you know how to organize things, you will know how to enjoy them. Many have life left over
when luck runs out. They waste their happy moments and further down the road would like to
turn around and return to them. Time moves too slowly for them, and, postilions of life, they
spur it on with their own rash temperament. They want to devour in a day what they could
hardly digest in a lifetime. They anticipate their successes, gulp down years of the future, and
since they are always in a hurry, they soon finish everything. Even in the desire for knowledge
you should show moderation so that things known won't be badly known. There are more days
than luck. Be quick to act, slow to enjoy. Deeds are good, and content is bad, when they are
over.



175. A SeUVRQ RI VXbVWaQce.
If you are one, you will take no pleasure in those who aren't. Unhappy is the eminence that isn't
founded on substance. There are more true men in appearance than in reality. There are fakers
who conceive chimeras and give birth to deceits, and there are others, similar to them, who
encourage them and prefer the uncertainty of deceit (which is much) to the certainty of truth
(which is little). Their whims turn out badly, for they are not grounded on integrity. Only the
truth can give you a true reputation, and only substance is profitable. One act of deceit calls for
many others, and soon the whole ghastly construction, which is founded in the air, comes
tumbling down. Unfounded things never reach old age. Their promises make them suspect, and
their proofs make us reject them.
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176. ELWKHU NQRZ, RU OLVWHQ WR VRPHRQH ZKR GRHV.
 To live, you need understanding : either your own, or borrowed. But many people are unaware

that they do not know, and others think they know when they do not. Attacks of foolishness
have no remedy. Because the ignorant do not know themselves, they never look for what they're
lacking. Some would be sages if they did not believe they were so already. Oracles of prudence
are rare, but all of them are idle, for no one consults them. Asking advice won't diminish your
greatness or cast doubt on your talent. To the contrary; it will strengthen your reputation. To
combat misfortune, take counsel with reason.

177. DRQ'W JURZ WRR IaPLOLaU ZLWK RWKHUV, RU SHUPLW WKHP WR bH VR ZLWK \RX.
 You will lose the superiority your rectitude had given you, and with it your reputation. The stars

do not brush against us, and thus they conserve their splendor. Divinity requires dignity, and
familiarity breeds contempt. Human things, when most used, are least respected, for
communication reveals the defects that reserve had hidden. Don't grow too familiar with
anyone. Not with your superiors, for it is dangerous, nor with your inferiors, for it is
undignified, and least of all with the rabble, which is foolish and insolent. Unable to reali]e you
are doing them a favor, the rabble think it your obligation. Familiarity rhymes with vulgarity.

178. TUXVW \RXU KHaUW, HVSHcLaOO\ ZKHQ LW LV a VWURQJ RQH.
 Never contradict it, for usually it can predict the things that matter most : it is a homegrown

oracle. Many perished from what they feared, but what good was fearing it when they took no
steps to prevent it? Some people have a very loyal heart, given to them by nature, which always
forewarns them and sounds the alarm, saving them from failure. It is not prudent to rush into
troubles, but it is to meet them halfway, in order to conquer them.

179. RHVHUYH LV WKH VHaO RI WaOHQW.
 A breast without reserve is an open letter. Have depths where you can hide your secrets : great

spaces and little coves where important things can sink to the bottom and hide. Reserve comes
from having mastered yourself, and being reserved is a genuine triumph. You pay tribute to as
many people as you discover yourself to. The health of prudence lies in inner moderation.
Reserve is threatened by others who feel you out, who contradict you to get a handle on you, or
insinuate things that can make even the shrewdest give himself away. Neither say what you will
do nor do what you have said.

180. NHYHU JRYHUQ \RXUVHOI b\ ZKaW \RXU HQHP\ RXJKW WR GR.
 The fool never does what the prudent person thinks he will, for he cannot understand that it is to

his advantage. Nor will he do it if he is wise, for he will want to dissimulate his intent, which
you may have discovered and planned for. Examine both sides of things; go back and forth
between them. Try to remain impartial. Don't think about what Zill happen; think about what
coXld.

181. DRQ'W OLH, bXW GRQ'W WHOO WKH ZKROH WUXWK.
 Nothing requires more skill than the truth, which is like a letting of blood from the heart. It

takes skill both to speak it and to withhold it. A single lie can destroy your reputation for
honesty. The man deceived seems faulty, and the deceiver seems false, which is worse. Not all



truths can be spoken : some should be silenced for your own sake, others for the sake of
someone else.

182. SKRZ HYHU\RQH a bLW RI GaULQJ : a LPSRUWaQW VRUW RI SUXGHQcH.
Change your views of others : don't think so highly of them that you fear them. Never let your
imagination surrender to your heart. Many people seem great until you mingle with them, and
communication leads more often to disappointment than to esteem. No one can exceed the
narrow limits of humanity. Everyone's intellect and character has an "if only...". Rank bestows a
certain apparent authority, but rarely is this accompanied by that of personal merit, for luck
often punishes the person in a high position by giving him less talent. The imagination always
rushes ahead and makes things out to be more than they are. It imagines not only what exists,
but what might exist. Reason, drawing on experience, should see things clearly and correct her.
Fools shouldn't be bold, nor the virtuous fearful. And if self-confidence helps the foolish and
simple, how much more will it help the wise and courageous!

183. DRQ'W KROG RQ WR aQ\WKLQJ WRR ILUPO\.
Fools are stubborn, and the stubborn are fools, and the more erroneous their judgment is, the
more they hold on to it. Even when you are right, it is good to make concessions : people will
recogni]e you were right but admire your courtesy. More is lost through holding on than can be
won by defeating others. One defends not truth but rudeness. There are heads of iron, difficult
to convince, hopelessly obstinate. When whim meets stubbornness, they bond forever into
foolishness. Be firm in will, not in judgment. There are exceptional cases, of course, when one
shouldn't give in twice : once in judgment and once in execution.

184. DRQ'W VWaQG RQ cHUHPRQ\.
Even in kings, this affectation looks like eccentricity. The punctilious person is a nuisance, and
there are entire countries stricken with this squeamishness. The clothes of fools -- idolaters of
their own honor -- are held together with these silly stitches, and they show that their honor is
based on little, for anything seems to offend it. It is good to demand respect but not to be taken
for a paragon of affectation. It is true that a totally unceremonious person needs great talent to
succeed. Courtesy should neither be exaggerated nor scorned. You don't show your greatness by
paying attention to the fine points of honor.

185. DRQ'W ULVN \RXU UHSXWaWLRQ RQ RQH UROO RI WKH GLcH.
If it comes out badly, the harm will be irreparable. You can easily err once, especially the first
time. You aren't always at your best, and not every day is yours. So let there be a second attempt
to make up for the first ... and if the first one goes right, it will redeem the second one. There
must always be room for improvement and for appeal. Things depend on all sorts of
circumstance, and luck grants us success only rarely.

186. KQRZ ZKHQ VRPHWKLQJ LV a GHIHcW, HYHQ LI LW ORRNV OLNH WKH RSSRVLWH.
Honesty should be able to recogni]e vice even when it dresses in brocade. Sometimes it wears a
crown of gold, but even then it cannot hide its iron. Slavery is just as vile when disguised by
high position. Vices can be elevated, but are always base. Some people see a certain hero with a
certain fault, but they don't reali]e that it wasn't the fault that made him a hero. The example of
people in high places is so persuasive that it makes others imitate even their ugliness. Adulation
mimics even an ugly face, without reali]ing that what is hidden by greatness is abominated
when greatness is lacking.

187. WKHQ VRPHWKLQJ SOHaVHV RWKHUV, GR LW \RXUVHOI. WKHQ LW LV RGLRXV, KaYH VRPHRQH HOVH
GR LW.
You will win favor, and shift ill will onto others. Great and noble people find it more pleasant to
do good than to receive it. You can rarely trouble another without feeling troubled, either by
pity or by remorse. In matters of reward or retribution let good be administered immediately,
and bad, mediately, through another. You should give others something they can pummel with
the hatred and gossip of their discontent. The anger of the rabble is like rabies. Without



reali]ing what has harmed it, it snaps at the mu]]le. And though the mu]]le isn't to blame, it
takes the immediate punishment.

188. FLQG VRPHWKLQJ WR SUaLVH.
This will accredit your taste and tell others that you formed it on excellent things, making them
hope for your esteem. If someone has found out what perfection is, he will value it wherever it
appears. Praise offers subjects for conversation and for imitation. It is an urbane way to
recommend courtesy to those who accompany you. Some people do the opposite : they always
find something to critici]e, flattering those present by scorning those absent. This works with
superficial people who are unaware of the trick : speaking ill of one to speak ill of the other.
Other people make it a habit to admire the mediocrities of today more than the eminences of
yesterday. Let the prudent person see through both of these ruses, giving in neither to
exaggeration nor to flattery. And let him reali]e that these critics take the same approach no
matter whose company they are in.

189. UWLOL]H RWKHU SHRSOH'V SULYaWLRQV.
When privation leads to desire, it gives us the surest way to manipulate others. Philosophers
said that privation was nothing, and men of state say it is everything : the latter were right.
Some people climb the steps of others' desires to reach their own ends. They take advantage of
the tight spots others are in, and use difficulty to whet their appetite. They find the sting of want
more useful than the complacency of possession, and as things grow more difficult, desire
grows more vehement. A subtle way of getting what you want : maintain dependency.

190. FLQG cRQVROaWLRQ LQ HYHU\WKLQJ.
Even the useless have their consolation : they are eternal. There is no cloud without a silver
lining. For fools it is being lucky. As the proverb says, "The beautiful wish they were as lucky
as the ugly." To live much, it is good to be worth little. The glass that is cracked is the one that
annoys us by never breaking completely. Fortune seems to envy the most important people. It
rewards uselessness with endurance and importance with brevity. Those who matter will always
be in short supply, and the person who is good for nothing will be eternal, either because he
seems so, or really is. As for the unfortunate person, luck and death seem to conspire to forget
him.

191. DRQ'W WaNH Sa\PHQW LQ SROLWHQHVV.
It is a cheat. Some people, in order to cast a spell, have no need of magic potions. By doffing
their hats the right way, they bewitch fools -- the vain, that is. They sell honor, and pay their
debts with a gust of fine words. He who promises everything promises nothing; promises are a
trap for fools. True courtesy is a duty, false courtesy a deceit, and excessive courtesy isn't
dignity but dependence. Those who practice it bow not to the person but to his wealth and to his
flattery; not to good qualities, but to hoped-for favors.

192. A SHacHabOH SHUVRQ LV a ORQJ-OLYHG RQH.
To live, let live. Peaceable people not only live, they reign. Listen and see, but keep quiet. A
day without contention means a night of rest. To live much and to take pleasure in life is to live
twice : the fruit of peace. You can have everything if you care little for what matters nothing.
Nothing is sillier than to take everything seriously. It is just as foolish to let something wound
you when it doesn't concern you as not to be wounded when it does.

193. BHZaUH RI VRPHRQH ZKR SUHWHQGV WR SXW \RXU LQWHUHVW bHIRUH KLV RZQ.
The best defense against guile is attentiveness. When people are subtle, be even more so. Some
are good at making WheiU business into yours, and if you don't decipher their intentions, you'll
find yourself pulling their chestnuts out of the fire.

194. BH UHaOLVWLc abRXW \RXUVHOI aQG \RXU RZQ aIIaLUV.
Even more so when you have just begun to live. Everyone thinks highly of himself, and those
who are least think themselves the most. Everyone dreams of his fortune and imagines himself a
prodigy. Hope sei]es on something, and experience fails to deliver. A clear vision of reality is



torture to a vain imagination. Be sensible. Want the best but expect the worst, so as to accept
any outcome with equanimity. It is a good idea to aim a little high, but not so high as to miss the
mark. When you begin a job, adjust your expectations. Where experience is lacking,
presumptions often go wrong. Intelligence is a panacea for all sorts of foolishness. Know your
radius of action and your condition and adjust your imagination to reality.

195. KQRZ KRZ WR aSSUHcLaWH.
There is no one who cannot better someone else at something, and there will always be
someone who can conquer even him. It is useful to know exactly how to enjoy each person. The
wise person esteems everyone, for he recogni]es the good in each, and he reali]es how hard it is
to do things well. The fool despises others, partly out of ignorance and partly because he always
prefers what is worst.

196. KQRZ \RXU OXcN\ VWaU.
No one is so helpless as not to have one, and if you're unfortunate, it is because you haven't
recogni]ed it. Some people have access to princes and the powerful without really knowing
how or why, and it is only that luck has favored them. It remains for them only to nurture their
luck with effort. Others are favored by the wise. Certain people are better accepted in one
country than in another, or better known in a certain city, and even among people of identical
merit, some are luckier in certain pursuits. Luck shuffles the cards the way she wants to. Let
each person know his own luck, and his own talents; losing and winning depend on it. Know
how to follow your lucky star. Don't change it or turn your back on it.

197. NHYHU VWXPbOH RYHU IRROV.
A fool is someone who doesn't recogni]e a fool, and, even more, someone who does, but
doesn't get rid of him. Fools are dangerous to deal with, even superficially, and do much harm if
you confide in them. For a while they are held back by their own caution or that of others, but
the delay serves only to deepen their foolishness. Someone who had no reputation can do only
harm to yours. Fools are always unfortunate -- this is their burden -- and their double misfortune
sticks to them and rubs off on those they deal with. They have only one thing that isn't
completely bad : although the wise are of no use to them, they can be of use to the wise as
negative examples.

198. KQRZ KRZ WR WUaQVSOaQW \RXUVHOI.
There are entire peoples who are esteemed only after transplanting themselves, and this is
especially true in high places. Mother countries behave like stepmothers toward the eminent.
Envy finds fertile soil and reigns over everything, remembering one's initial imperfections
rather than the greatness one reached later. A mere pin won esteem by traveling from the old
world to the new, and a bead of glass made people scorn the diamond. [An allXVion Wo Whe
EXUoSean e[SloUaWion of Whe NeZ WoUld.] Everything foreign is held in esteem, whether it came
from afar, or because people see it only after it is well formed and has reached perfection. Some
people were scorned in their own little corner but achieved worldly eminence. They are honored
by their own people because they look at them from a distance and by foreigners because they
came from afar. The statue on the altar will never be venerated by someone who saw it back
when it was a tree trunk in the forest.

199. BH SUXGHQW ZKHQ \RX WU\ WR ZLQ HVWHHP, aQG GRQ'W GR LW b\ LQWUXGLQJ.
The true road to a good reputation is merit, and if effort builds upon worth, it can take a
shortcut. Integrity alone is not enough, and neither is diligence, for your efforts can get you
dirty enough to ruin your reputation. Steer a middle course : you should have merit but also
know how to present yourself.

200. HaYH VRPHWKLQJ WR KRSH IRU, VR aV QRW WR bH KaSSLO\ XQKaSS\.
The body breathes and the spirit yearns for things. If all were possession, all would be
disappointment and discontent. Even the understanding needs something else to learn,
something curiosity can feed on. Hope gives us life, but gorging on happiness can be fatal.



When rewarding others, never leave them satisfied. When they want nothing, you should fear
everything : unhappy happiness. Fear begins where desire ends.
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201. FRROV aUe aOO WKRVe ZKR ORRN OLNe fRROV, aQd KaOf Rf WKRVe ZKR dR QRW.
 Idiocy has taken over the world; if anything remains of wisdom, it is foolishness in the eyes of

the divinity. The greatest fool is the one who doesn't think himVelf one, only others. To be wise,
it isn't enough to look wise, and even less, seem wise to yourself. You know when you think
you don't know, and you don't see when you don't see that others do. The world is filled with
fools, but none of them considers himself one, or tries not to be one.

202. WRUdV aQd deedV PaNe a SeUfecW PaQ.
 Speak what is very good, do what is very honorable. The first shows a perfect head, the second

a perfect heart, and both arise in a superior spirit. Words are the shadows of deeds. Words are
female, and deeds are male. Better to be celebrated than to celebrate others; it is easy to speak
and difficult to act. Deeds are the substance of life, and wise sayings the adornment. Eminence
endures in deeds but perishes in words. Actions are the fruit of prudent reflection. Words are
wise, deeds are mighty.

203. KQRZ WKe JUeaW PeQ Rf \RXU aJe.
 They are not many. One Phoenix in all the world, one Great Captain, one perfect orator, one

wise man per century, one eminent king in many. Mediocrities abound and win little esteem.
Eminences are rare, for they require total perfection, and the higher the category, the harder it is
to reach it. Many have called themselves "great," borrowing the name from Caesar and
Alexander, but in vain; without deeds, that word is only a puff of air. There have been few
Senecas, and only one Apelles won enduring fame.

204. UQdeUWaNe WKe eaV\ aV WKRXJK LW ZeUe dLffLcXOW, aQd WKe dLffLcXOW aV WKRXJK LW ZeUe eaV\,
VR aV QRW WR JURZ RYeUcRQfLdeQW RU dLVcRXUaJe.

 To avoid doing something, you need only consider it done. But diligence conquers
impossibility. In moments of great danger, don't even think, simply act. Don't dwell on the
difficulties.

205. LeaUQ WR XVe VcRUQ.
 One way to get things is to scorn them. When you look for them, they aren't there, and later,

without your trying, they come running. Earthly things are the shadows of heavenly ones, and
they behave like shadows; they flee when you pursue them and chase you when you flee them.
Scorn is also the shrewdest way to take revenge. A wise maxim : Never defend yourself with
the pen, for this leaves a trail and glorifies your rivals rather than punishing them for their
insolence. Unworthy people cunningly oppose the great : they try to win fame indirectly,
without really deserving it. Many people would be unknown if their excellent opponents had
paid them no heed. There is no revenge like oblivion : burying others in the dust of their inanity.
Impudent fools, they try to become immortal by setting fire to the wonders of the world and of
the centuries. One way to quiet vulgar murmuring is to ignore it. To impugn it will harm you.
To give it credit brings discredit on you. Be happy that people want to emulate you, though their
breath can tarnish, if not blacken, the greatest perfection.

206. KQRZ WKaW WKeUe aUe YXOJaU SeRSOe eYeU\ZKeUe,
 ...even in Corinth [a V\mbRl Rf leaUQiQg aQd UefiQemeQW], and even in the most distinguished



family. Everyone experiences it in his own home. Not only are there vulgar people, there are
high-born vulgarians, who are even worse. These people reflect the qualities of the vulgar, as in
the pieces of a broken mirror, but do more harm. They speak like fools and impudently critici]e
others. Great disciples of ignorance, godfathers of idiocy, avid for degrading gossip. Pay no
attention to what they say, and less to what they feel. Know them, yes, in order to avoid them :
avoid taking part in their vulgarity or being its object. Any foolishness is vulgarity, and the
vulgar are composed of fools.

207. UVe VeOf-cRQWURO.
Be especially alert towards chance events. The sudden movements of the passions throw
prudence off balance, and here is where you can be lost. You move more in a single moment of
furor or content than you do in many hours of indifference. Run amuck for only a second and
you will run up lifelong regrets. Cunning people set these traps for prudence in order to sound
matters out and fathom the minds of their opponents. Prying out secrets, they get to the bottom
of the greatest talents. Your counter-strategy? Control yourself, especially your sudden
impulses. It takes much reflection to keep a passion from bolting like a horse; and if you're wise
on horseback, you're wise in everything. The person who foresees danger feels his way along. A
word uttered in passion may be light to the person who hurled it but should feel heavy to the
one who catches and ponders it.

208. DRQ'W dLe fURP aQ aWWacN Rf fRROLVKQeVV.
Wise men commonly die insane. Fools choke to death on advice. You die of foolishness when
you reason too much. Some die because they feel everything, others because they feel nothing.
Some are fools because they suffer no regrets, and others because they do. It is foolish to perish
from excessive intelligence. Some perish because they understand everything, and others live
because they understand nothing. Although many die of foolishness, few fools every really die,
for few ever begin to live.

209. FUee \RXUVeOf fURP cRPPRQ fRROLVKQeVV.
This requires a special sort of sanity. Common foolishness is authori]ed by custom, and some
people who resisted the ignorance of individuals were unable to resist that of the multitude. The
vulgar are never happy with their luck, even when it is best, or unhappy with intellect, even
when it is the worst. Unhappy with their own happiness, they covet that of others. People of
today praise things of yesterday, and those who are here, the things that are there. The past
seems better, and everything distant is held more dear. The person who laughs at everything is
just as foolish as the one made wretched by everything.

210. KQRZ KRZ WR KaQdOe WUXWK.
The truth is dangerous, but a good person cannot fail to speak it. This requires artifice. The
skilled physicians of the mind invented truth-sweeteners, for when truth is used to give
someone the lie, it is quintessentially bitter. This takes consummate skill and the right manner.
With the very same truth, one person flatters, and another batters, our ears. Speak to those
present in the past. When you're dealing with someone intelligent, it is enough to allude to
things, or use no words at all. Princes should never be given bitter cures. To disillusion them,
gild the pill.

211. IQ KeaYeQ aOO LV cRQWeQWPeQW, LQ KeOO aOO LV VRUURZ, aQd RQ eaUWK, ZKLcK LV LQ beWZeeQ,
Ze fLQd bRWK.
We live between two extremes and partake of both. Luck changes : not all is happiness and not
all is adversity. This life is a ]ero : by itself it is nothing. Add the heavens, and it is much.
Indifference to the world's variety is prudence; the wise care little for novelty. Our lives fold and
unfold like theater, so be careful to end well.

212. NeYeU UeYeaO WKe fLQaO VWUaWaJePV Rf \RXU aUW.
Great teachers are subtle about the way they reveal their subtleties. Preserve your superiority
and remain a teacher. Use art when you reveal your art. Don't dry up the sources of your
teaching or your giving. That way you will preserve your reputation and keep others dependent



on you. Both in teaching and in granting others what they want, you should bait people's
admiration and reveal perfection little by little. Reserve has always been a great rule for living
and for winning, especially in matters of importance.

213. KQRZ KRZ WR cRQWUadLcW.
It is a great way to provoke others : they commit themselves and you commit nothing. You can
use contradiction to pry loose the passions of others. Showing disbelief makes people vomit up
their secrets; it is the key to tightly closed breasts. With great subtlety you can test the will and
judgment of others. Shrewdly scorn the word that someone else has cloaked in mystery, and you
will hunt down his deepest secrets and make them come little by little to his tongue, where they
can be trapped in the nets of subtle deceit. The prudent person's reserve makes others lose
theirs. It discovers their feelings when their hearts should have been inscrutable. A feigned
doubt is the best skeleton key your curiosity can have : it will find out all it wants. Even when it
comes to learning, the good student contradicts his teacher and makes him more eager to
explain and defend the truth. Challenge someone discreetly and his teaching will be more
perfect.

214. DRQ'W WXUQ RQe acW Rf fRROLVKQeVV LQWR WZR.
Often we commit four to correct one. They say that one lie leads to another, greater one, and it
is the same with folly. It is always bad to back the wrong cause, and worse still not to know how
to hide your error. Imperfection is taxing, but you will pay still more dearly if you defend and
increase it. The greatest of sages can commit one mistake, but not two : he may fall into error,
but he doesn't lie down and make his home there.

215. Pa\ aWWeQWLRQ WR WKe SeUVRQ ZLWK KLddeQ LQWeQWLRQV.
The shrewd person distracts someone's will in order to attack it. Once it wavers it is easily
defeated. These people conceal their intentions in order to get what they want and put
themselves second in order to come out first. Their aim is best when no one sees them take aim.
Stay awake as long as intentions do. When intentions go into hiding, redouble your vigilance.
Be careful to penetrate the scheming of others. Watch them dart to and fro in order to home in
on what they want. They propose one thing and intend another, flying in circles before their
intentions come home to roost. Be cautious of their concessions. Sometimes it is best to make
others understand that you have understood.

216. E[SUeVV \RXUVeOf cOeaUO\.
Not only easily, but lucidly. Some people conceive well but give birth badly, for without clarity,
the children of the soul -- concepts, resolutions -- never see the light. Some people resemble
drinking vessels that absorb much but give off little, while others say even more than they feel.
What resolution is to the will, clarity is to the intellect : both are great gifts. People of lucid
understanding are acclaimed, the confused have often been venerated for being
incomprehensible, and, in fact, sometimes it is good to be obscure, so as not to be vulgar. But
how will others understand what they are hearing if we ourselves have no clear idea what we
are saying?

217. NeLWKeU ORYe QRU KaWe fRUeYeU.
Treat your friends as though they could become your worst enemies. Since this happens in
reality, let it happen in foresight. We shouldn't give arms to the turncoats of friendship; they will
wage the worst sort of war with them. On the contrary, when it comes to enemies, leave the
door open to reconciliation. The door of gallantry is the surest one. The pleasure of revenge
often turns into torment, and the satisfaction of having harmed someone often turns to pain.

218. NeYeU dR VRPeWKLQJ RXW Rf VWXbbRUQQeVV, RQO\ RXW Rf aWWeQWLYe UefOecWLRQ.
Any obstinacy is evil -- the daughter of passion, who never got anything right. There are some
who turn everything into warfare, who behave like social bandits and would like to conquer
others in all they do. They have no idea how to live peaceably. These people are particularly
harmful as rulers. They divide the government into factions and make enemies out of those who
should be as obedient as children. They want to do everything through stealth, and attribute



their success to their own scheming. But once others discover their paradoxical humor, they
grow angry with them and block them in their chimerical pursuits, and thus they achieve
nothing. They cannot digest all their troubles and others take pleasure in their bellyaches. Their
judgment is damaged, and sometimes their hearts. The way to deal with such monsters is to flee
civili]ation and dwell among savages. For the barbarism of savages is more bearable than the
savagery of these barbarians.

219. DRQ'W be NQRZQ fRU \RXU aUWLfLce, WKRXJK \RX caQ QR ORQJeU OLYe ZLWKRXW LW.
Better prudent than astute. Everyone likes to be treated squarely, but not everyone likes to treat
others that way. Don't let sincerity turn into simplicity, or shrewdness into cunning. Better to be
venerated as wise than feared as stealthy. Sincere people are loved, but often deceived. The best
artifice is to conceal it, for artifice is taken as deceit. Plainness flourished in the age of gold, and
malice in this age of iron. It is an honor to be considered a capable person; it inspires
confidence. But to be thought astute rouses suspicious of sophistry.

220. If \RX caQ'W ZeaU WKe VNLQ Rf a OLRQ, ZeaU WKe VNLQ Rf a fR[.
To follow the times is to lead them. If you get what you want, your reputation will not suffer. If
you lack strength, use skill; take one road or the other, the royal road of courage or the shortcut
of artifice. Know-how has accomplished more than strength, and the wise have conquered the
courageous more often than vice versa. When you can't get what you want, you risk being
despised.

221. DRQ'W be KRWKeaded, SXWWLQJ \RXUVeOf RU RWKeUV aW ULVN.
Some people are obstacles to their own dignity, and to that of others. They are always on the
verge of foolishness. They are easy to find and difficult to get along with. They are not content
with a hundred annoyances a day. Everything rubs them the wrong way, and they contradict as
many people as they rub up against. They put their judgment on backward and disapprove of
everything. But those who most try our prudence are those who do nothing well and speak ill of
everything. The land of discontent is a spacious one, filled with monsters.

222. CaXWLRXV KeVLWaWLRQ LV a VLJQ Rf SUXdeQce.
The tongue is a wild animal, and once it breaks loose, it is hard to return it to its cage. It is the
pulse of the soul. The wise use it to test our health; the attentive, to listen to the heart. The
trouble is that the person who ought to be the most cautious is often the least. The wise avoid
troublesome, compromising situations, and show their self-mastery. The wise person is
circumspect : a Janus of equity, and Argos of watchfulness. A better Momus would have wanted
eyes on the hands rather than a window in the breast.
[MRmXV ceQVXUed HeShaeVWXV fRU haYiQg fRUmed a maQ ZiWhRXW leaYiQg a liWWle dRRU iQ Whe
bUeaVW WhaW ZRXld eQable RWheUV WR lRRk iQWR hiV VecUeW WhRXghWV.]

223. DRQ'W be ecceQWULc.
Either out of affectation or because they don't notice, many people have notable eccentricities,
and do whimsical things that are more defects than signs of distinction. Some people are known
for a singularly ugly facial blemish, but eccentric people are known for a certain excess in the
way they handle themselves. Being eccentric will only ruin your reputation. Your own special
impertinence will rouse laughter in some and annoyance in others.

224. KQRZ KRZ WR WaNe WKLQJV.
Never against the grain, though they're handed to you that way. There are two sides to
everything. If you grab the blade, the best thing will do you harm; the most harmful will defend
you if you sei]e it by the hilt. Many things that caused pain could have caused pleasure if only
their advantages had been considered. There are always pros and cons; the trick lies in knowing
how to turn things to your advantage. Things look different when seen in a different light. So
look at them in the light of happiness. Don't confuse good and bad. This is why some people
find contentment in everything, and others sorrow. This is a sure defense against the reversals of
fortune, and a great rule for living, at all times and in every pursuit.



225. KQRZ \RXU PaMRU defecW.
Every talent is balanced by a fault, and if you give in to it, it will govern you like a tyrant. You
can begin to overthrow it by paying heed to it : begin to conquer it by identifying it. Pay it the
same attention as those who reproach you for it. To master yourself, you must reflect upon
yourself. Once this imperfection has surrendered, all others will follow.
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226. BH VXUH WR ZLQ SHRSOH'V IaYRU.
 MDQ\ SHRSOH EHKDYH QRW DFFRUGLQJ WR ZKR WKH\ DUH EXW WKH ZD\ WKH\'UH REOLJHG WR. AQ\RQH FDQ

FRQYLQFH XV RI WKH EDG, IRU WKH EDG LV HDVLO\ EHOLHYHG, WKRXJK VRPHWLPHV LW VHHPV LQFUHGLEOH.
TKH EHVW DQG PRVW ZH KDYH GHSHQGV RQ WKH UHVSHFW RI RWKHUV. SRPH DUH FRQWHQW WR EH ULJKW, EXW LW
LV QRW HQRXJK : RQH PXVW DOVR EH GLOLJHQW. POHDVLQJ RWKHUV FRVWV OLWWOH DQG LV ZRUWK PXFK. DHHGV
DUH ERXJKW ZLWK ZRUGV. TKHUH LV QR WULIOLQJ XWHQVLO LQ WKH KRXVH RI WKH XQLYHUVH WKDW LVQ'W QHHGHG
DW OHDVW RQFH D \HDU. IW LV ZRUWK OLWWOH, EXW PXFK QHHGHG. RHPHPEHU WKDW ZKHQ SHRSOH VSHDN DERXW
WKLQJV, WKH\ IROORZ WKHLU IHHOLQJV.

227. DRQ'W VXUUHQGHU WR ILUVW LPSUHVVLRQV.
 SRPH SHRSOH PDUU\ WKH ILUVW LQIRUPDWLRQ WKH\ UHFHLYH, DQG WXUQ ZKDW FRPHV ODWHU LQWR WKHLU

FRQFXELQH. SLQFH GHFHLW LV DOZD\V ILUVW WR DUULYH, WKHUH LV QR URRP OHIW IRU WUXWK. DRQ'W ILOO XS \RXU
ZLOO ZLWK WKH ILUVW JRDO WKDW RFFXUV WR \RX, QRU \RXU LQWHOOLJHQFH ZLWK WKH ILUVW SURSRVLWLRQ : LW ZLOO
VKRZ \RX KDYH QR GHSWK. SRPH SHRSOH DUH OLNH QHZ GULQNLQJ YHVVHOV : WKH\ VRDN XS WKH ILUVW
DURPD WR UHDFK WKHP, ZKHWKHU WKH OLTXRU LV JRRG RU EDG. :KHQ RWKHUV OHDUQ RI WKLV OLPLWDWLRQ,
WKH\ EHJLQ WR VFKHPH PDOLFLRXVO\. TKRVH ZLWK EDG LQWHQWLRQV G\H FUHGXOLW\ ZKDWHYHU FRORU WKH\
ZDQW. TKHUH VKRXOG DOZD\V EH WLPH WR ORRN VRPHWKLQJ RYHU WZLFH. AOH[DQGHU NHSW KLV RWKHU HDU
IRU WKH RWKHU VLGH RI WKH VWRU\. PD\ DWWHQWLRQ WR \RXU VHFRQG DQG WKLUG LQIRUPDQWV. TR EH HDVLO\
LPSUHVVHG VKRZV D ODFN RI GHSWK DQG LW LV FORVH WR SDVVLRQ.

228. DRQ'W bH a VFaQGaO VKHHW.
 DRQ'W EH NQRZQ IRU LPSXJQLQJ WKH IDPH RI RWKHUV. DRQ'W EH ZLWW\ DW VRPHRQH HOVH'V H[SHQVH : LW

LV PRUH RGLRXV WKDQ GLIILFXOW. AOO ZLOO WDNH UHYHQJH DQG VSHDN LOO RI \RX, DQG VLQFH \RX DUH RQH
DQG RWKHUV DUH PDQ\, \RX'OO EH HDVLO\ GHIHDWHG. TDNH QR FRQWHQW LQ WKH LOOV RI RWKHUV, DQG GRQ'W
FRPPHQW RQ WKHP. A JRVVLS LV DOZD\V GHWHVWHG. HH PD\ PLQJOH ZLWK JUHDW SHRSOH, EXW WKH\ ZLOO
YDOXH KLP DV D VRXUFH RI DPXVHPHQW, QRW RI SUXGHQFH. AQG KH ZKR VSHDNV LOO KHDUV ZRUVH.

229. PaUFHO RXW \RXU OLIH ZLVHO\.
 NRW FRQIXVHGO\, LQ WKH UXVK RI HYHQWV, EXW ZLWK IRUHVLJKW DQG MXGJPHQW. LLIH LV SDLQIXO ZLWKRXW D

UHVW, OLNH D ORQJ GD\'V MRXUQH\ ZLWKRXW DQ LQQ. :KDW PDNHV OLIH SOHDVDQW LV D YDULHW\ RI OHDUQLQJ.
FRU D EHDXWLIXO OLIH, VSHQG WKH ILUVW DFW LQ FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZLWK WKH GHDG : ZH DUH ERUQ WR NQRZ DQG
WR NQRZ RXUVHOYHV, DQG ERRNV WXUQ XV IDLWKIXOO\ LQWR SHRSOH. SSHQG WKH VHFRQG DFW ZLWK WKH OLYLQJ
: EHKROG DOO WKDW LV JRRG LQ WKH ZRUOG. NRW DOO WKLQJV DUH IRXQG LQ RQH UHJLRQ. IQ GLVWULEXWLQJ WKH
GRZU\, WKH XQLYHUVDO FDWKHU VRPHWLPHV JDYH ZHDOWK WR KLV XJOLHVW GDXJKWHU. TKH WKLUG DFW EHORQJV
HQWLUHO\ WR \RX : WR SKLORVRSKL]H LV WKH KLJKHVW GHOLJKW RI DOO.

230. OSHQ \RXU H\HV bHIRUH LW LV WRR OaWH.
 NRW DOO ZKR VHH KDYH RSHQHG WKHLU H\HV, QRU DOO ZKR ORRN, VHH. TR UHDOL]H VRPHWKLQJ WRR ODWH

EULQJV QR UHOLHI, RQO\ VRUURZ. SRPH VWDUW WR VHH ZKHQ WKHUH LV QRWKLQJ OHIW WR VHH : WKH\ ORVW WKHLU
KRPHV DQG DIIDLUV EHIRUH WKH\ IRXQG WKHPVHOYHV. IW LV KDUG WR JLYH XQGHUVWDQGLQJ WR VRPHRQH
ZLWK QR ZLOO, DQG PRUH GLIILFXOW WR JLYH ZLOO WR VRPHRQH ZLWK QR XQGHUVWDQGLQJ. PHRSOH FLUFOH
WKHVH SHRSOH OLNH EOLQG PHQ, PRFNLQJ WKHP. BHFDXVH WKH\ DUH GHDI WR DGYLFH, WKH\ GR QRW RSHQ
WKHLU H\HV WR VHH. SRPH SHRSOH HQFRXUDJH WKLV EOLQGQHVV : WKH aUe EHFDXVH RWKHUV DUH QRW. IW LV DQ
XQOXFN\ KRUVH ZKRVH RZQHU KDV QR H\HV. HH ZLOO QHYHU JURZ VOHHN.



231. NHYHU VKRZ KaOI-ILQLVKHG WKLQJV WR RWKHUV.
LHW WKHP EH HQMR\HG LQ WKHLU SHUIHFWLRQ. AOO EHJLQQLQJV DUH IRUPOHVV, DQG ZKDW OLQJHUV LV WKH
LPDJH RI WKDW GHIRUPLW\. TKH PHPRU\ RI KDYLQJ VHHQ VRPHWKLQJ LPSHUIHFW VSRLOV RXU HQMR\PHQW
ZKHQ LW LV ILQLVKHG. TR WDNH LQ D ODUJH REMHFW DW D VLQJOH JODQFH NHHSV XV IURP DSSUHFLDWLQJ WKH
SDUWV, EXW LW VDWLVILHV RXU WDVWH. BHIRUH LW iV, HYHU\WKLQJ LW LV QRW, DQG ZKHQ LW EHJLQV WR EH, LW LV
VWLOO YHU\ FORVH WR QRQEHLQJ. IW LV UHYROWLQJ WR ZDWFK HYHQ WKH PRVW VXFFXOHQW GLVK EHLQJ FRRNHG.
GUHDW WHDFKHUV DUH FDUHIXO QRW WR OHW WKHLU ZRUNV EH VHHQ LQ HPEU\R. LHDUQ IURP QDWXUH, DQG GRQ'W
VKRZ WKHP XQWLO WKH\ ORRN JRRG.

232. HaYH a WRXFK RI WKH SUaFWLFaO.
NRW HYHU\WKLQJ VKRXOG EH VSHFXODWLRQ; \RX PXVW DOVR DFW. TKH ZLVHVW DUH HDVLHVW WR GHFHLYH : WKH\
PD\ NQRZ H[WUDRUGLQDU\ WKLQJV, EXW WKH\ NQRZ QRWKLQJ RI OLIH'V RUGLQDU\ QHFHVVLWLHV. TKH
FRQWHPSODWLRQ RI VXEOLPH WKLQJV NHHSV WKHP IURP ORZO\, HDV\ RQHV, DQG EHFDXVH WKH\ GRQ'W
NQRZ WKH ILUVW WKLQJV DERXW OLYLQJ -- DQ DUHD ZKHUH HYHU\RQH HOVH LV VR VKDUS -- WKH\ DUH HLWKHU
PDUYHOHG RYHU RU FRQVLGHUHG LJQRUDQW E\ WKH VXSHUILFLDO FURZG. SR OHW WKH ZLVH KDYH D WRXFK RI
WKH SUDFWLFDO, HQRXJK QRW WR EH GHFHLYHG DQG PRFNHG. KQRZ KRZ WR JHW WKLQJV GRQH : LW PD\ QRW
EH WKH KLJKHVW WKLQJ LQ OLIH, EXW LW LV WKH PRVW QHFHVVDU\. :KDW JRRG LV NQRZOHGJH LI LW LVQ'W
SUDFWLFDO? TKHVH GD\V WUXH NQRZOHGJH OLHV LQ NQRZLQJ KRZ WR OLYH.

233. DRQ'W PLVWaNH RWKHU SHRSOH'V WaVWHV, JLYLQJ SaLQ LQVWHaG RI SOHaVXUH.
SRPH SHRSOH WU\ WR ZLQ IDYRU DQG HQG XS EHLQJ DQQR\LQJ, IRU WKH\ GRQ'W XQGHUVWDQG WKH
FKDUDFWHU RI RWKHUV. TKH VDPH WKLQJ IODWWHUV VRPH DQG LQVXOWV RWKHUV. :KDW \RX WKRXJKW D VHUYLFH
WXUQV LQWR DQ RIIHQVH. SRPHWLPHV LW ZRXOG KDYH WDNHQ OHVV WURXEOH WR SOHDVH WKDQ LW GLG WR DQQR\.
<RX ORVH WKH JUDWLWXGH DQG UXLQ WKH JLIW ZKHQ \RX'YH ORVW DOO GLUHFWLRQ LQ SOHDVLQJ RWKHUV. II \RX
GRQ'W XQGHUVWDQG VRPHRQH HOVH'V FKDUDFWHU, \RX ZRQ'W EH DEOH WR VDWLVI\ KLP. TKLV LV ZK\ VRPH
SHRSOH WKLQN WKH\ DUH SUDLVLQJ DQG DUH UHDOO\ EHLQJ LQVXOWLQJ : D ZHOO-GHVHUYHG SXQLVKPHQW.
OWKHUV WKLQN WKH\ DUH IODWWHULQJ XV ZLWK WKHLU HORTXHQFH, DQG WKH\ DUH UHDOO\ EDWWHULQJ RXU VRXOV
ZLWK WKHLU JDE.

234. II \RX WUXVW \RXU KRQRU WR VRPHRQH HOVH, NHHS KLV LQ SOHGJH.
TKH SHQDOW\ IRU VSHDNLQJ WRR PXFK DQG WKH DGYDQWDJHV RI VLOHQFH VKRXOG EH WKH VDPH IRU ERWK RI
\RX. :KHUH KRQRU LV LQYROYHG, DOO PXVW VKDUH WKH VDPH LQWHUHVWV, DQG RQH'V RZQ UHSXWDWLRQ
VKRXOG PDNH RQH ORRN RXW IRU WKDW RI RWKHUV. IW'V EHWWHU QRW WR FRQILGH LQ RWKHUV, EXW LI \RX GR,
DUUDQJH PDWWHUV VNLOOIXOO\ VR WKDW \RXU FRQILGDQW ZLOO VKRZ QRW RQO\ SUXGHQFH EXW FDXWLRQ. SKDUH
WKH ULVN, VR WKDW ERWK RI \RX DUH REH\LQJ D FRPPRQ LQWHUHVW DQG \RXU FRQILGDQW ZLOO QRW WXUQ LQWR
D ZLWQHVV DJDLQVW \RX.

235. KQRZ KRZ WR aVN.
TKHUH LV QRWKLQJ PRUH GLIILFXOW IRU VRPH, RU HDVLHU IRU RWKHUV. TKHUH DUH VRPH ZKR GR QRW NQRZ
KRZ WR VD\ QR; \RX QHHG QR OHYHU, QR VNHOHWRQ NH\ WR GHDO ZLWK WKHP. OWKHUV VD\ QR
DXWRPDWLFDOO\, DQG KHUH \RX QHHG HIIRUW. :LWK DOO RI WKHP, GR WKLQJV DW WKH ULJKW PRPHQW. CDWFK
WKHP ZKHQ WKH\ DUH LQ JRRG VSLULWV, DIWHU WKHLU PLQGV RU ERGLHV KDYH EHHQ IHDVWLQJ, XQOHVV, RI
FRXUVH, WKH\ DUH DWWHQWLYH HQRXJK WR SHQHWUDWH \RXU LQWHQW. DD\V RI SOHDVXUH DUH WKRVH ZKHQ
SHRSOH GR IDYRUV; IRU MR\ IORZV IURP WKH LQQHU PDQ WR WKH RXWHU. DRQ'W GUDZ QHDU ZKHQ \RX VHH
VRPHERG\ HOVH EHLQJ UHIXVHG VRPHWKLQJ, IRU WKHUH LV QR ORQJHU DQ\ IHDU RI VD\LQJ QR. NRU ZLOO
\RX JDLQ DQ\WKLQJ IURP WKH VDG. PODFLQJ SHRSOH LQ \RXU GHEW EHIRUHKDQG LV JRRG FXUUHQF\,
XQOHVV WKH\ DUH EDVH DQG YLOH DQG IHHO QR REOLJDWLRQ WR UHWXUQ D IDYRU.

236. TXUQ VRPHRQH'V UHZaUG LQWR a IaYRU.
IW LV VKUHZG SROLF\. BHVWRZLQJ IDYRUV UDWKHU WKDQ VLPSO\ UHZDUGLQJ PHULW VKRZV D FHUWDLQ
QRELOLW\. FDYRUV GRQH TXLFNO\ DUH WZLFH DV H[FHOOHQW. SRPHWKLQJ JLYHQ HDUO\ LV PRUH ELQGLQJ WR
WKH UHFHLYHU. AQG VHFRQG, REOLJDWLRQ WXUQV LQWR JUDWLWXGH. TKLV LV D VXEWOH WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ : \RX
EHJLQ E\ SD\LQJ D GHEW DQG HQG XS SDVVLQJ LW RQ WR \RXU FUHGLWRU. TKLV ZRUNV RQO\ DPRQJ ZHOO-
EUHG SHRSOH. APRQJ NQDYHV, WKH KRQRUDULXP SDLG EHIRUHKDQG DFWV DV D ELW, QRW DV D VSXU.

237. NHYHU VKaUH \RXU VHFUHWV ZLWK WKRVH JUHaWHU WKaQ \RX.
<RX PD\ WKLQN \RX'OO VKDUH SHDUV, EXW \RX'OO VKDUH RQO\ WKH SDULQJV. MDQ\ SHULVKHG E\ EHLQJ



FRQILGDQWV. TKH\ ZHUH OLNH WKH VSRRQV PDGH IURP EUHDG FUXVWV, DQG FDPH WR WKH VDPH TXLFN HQG.
TR KHDU D SULQFH'V VHFUHWV LVQ'W D SULYLOHJH EXW D EXUGHQ. MDQ\ VPDVK WKH PLUURU WKDW UHPLQGV
WKHP RI WKHLU XJOLQHVV. TKH\ FDQ'W VWDQG WR VHH WKRVH ZKR VDZ WKHP. <RX ZRQ'W EH VHHQ ZHOO LI
\RX'YH VHHQ VRPHWKLQJ XQIDYRUDEOH. <RX VKRXOG QHYHU KROG DQ\RQH JUHDWO\ LQ \RXU GHEW,
HVSHFLDOO\ QRW WKH SRZHUIXO. AQG KROG WKHP ZLWK IDYRUV \RX'YH GRQH, QRW ZLWK WKRVH \RX'YH
UHFHLYHG. TKH FRQILGHQFHV RI IULHQGV DUH WKH PRVW GDQJHURXV RI DOO. TKH SHUVRQ ZKR WHOOV KLV
VHFUHWV WR DQRWKHU PDNHV KLPVHOI D VODYH, DQG WKLV LV D YLROHQFH WKDW WKH VRYHUHLJQ FDQQRW EHDU.
TR UHFRYHU WKHLU ORVW IUHHGRP WKH\ ZLOO WUDPSOH RQ HYHU\WKLQJ, HYHQ UHDVRQ. SHFUHWV? NHLWKHU
KHDU WKHP QRU VSHDN WKHP.

238. KQRZ ZKaW SLHFH \RX aUH PLVVLQJ.
MDQ\ ZRXOG EH FRPSOHWH SHRSOH LI WKH\ KDG WKH SLHFH WKH\ QHHGHG WR UHDFK WKH KHLJKW RI SHUIHFW
EHLQJ. SRPH ZRXOG EH PXFK LI WKH\ SDLG DWWHQWLRQ WR YHU\ OLWWOH. SRPH ODFN VHULRXVQHVV, DQG WKLV
GDUNHQV JUHDW WDOHQWV. OWKHUV ODFN JHQWOHQHVV, ZKLFK LV VRPHWKLQJ WKHLU IULHQGV DQG IDPLO\ PLVV
YHU\ TXLFNO\, HVSHFLDOO\ ZKHQ WKH\ KROG SRZHU. SRPH ODFN TXLFN H[HFXWLRQ, DQG RWKHUV WKH
DELOLW\ WR VWRS DQG PHGLWDWH. II WKH\ QRWLFHG WKHVH GHIHFWV, WKH\ FRXOG HDVLO\ PDNH XS IRU WKHP.
FRU FDUH FDQ WXUQ KDELW LQWR D VHFRQG QDWXUH.

239. DRQ'W bH RYHUO\ FOHYHU.
BHWWHU WR EH SUXGHQW. II \RX VKDUSHQ \RXU ZLWV WRR PXFK, \RX ZLOO PLVV WKH SRLQW, RU EUHDN \RXU
SRLQW : WKDW LV ZKDW KDSSHQV WR FRPPRQ VXEWOHW\. CRPPRQ VHQVH LV VDIHU. IW LV JRRG WR EH
LQWHOOLJHQW, EXW QRW WR EH D SHGDQW. MXFK UHDVRQLQJ LV D NLQG RI GLVSXWLQJ. BHWWHU D VXEVWDQWLDO
MXGJPHQW WKDW UHDVRQV RQO\ DV PXFK DV LW QHHGV WR.

240. MaNH XVH RI IROO\.
EYHQ WKH ZLVHVW SHUVRQ VRPHWLPHV SXWV WKLV SLHFH LQWR SOD\, DQG WKHUH DUH RFFDVLRQV ZKHQ WKH
JUHDWHVW NQRZOHGJH OLHV LQ DSSHDULQJ WR KDYH QRQH. <RX QHHGQ'W EH LJQRUDQW, RQO\ SUHWHQG WR EH
VR. :LVGRP PDWWHUV OLWWOH WR IRROV, DQG PDGPHQ FDUH OLWWOH IRU VDQLW\. SR VSHDN WR HYHU\RQH LQ KLV
RZQ WRQJXH. TKH IRRO LVQ'W WKH SHUVRQ ZKR SUHWHQGV WR EH IRROLVK, EXW WKH RQH ZKR LV, IRU WKHUH LV
QR IRROLVKQHVV ZKHUH WKHUH LV DUWLILFH. TR EH DGPLUHG E\ RWKHUV, ZHDU WKH KLGH RI DQ DVV.

241. AOORZ \RXUVHOI WR bH MRNHG abRXW, bXW GRQ'W MRNH abRXW RWKHUV.
TKH ILUVW LV D VRUW RI FRXUWHV\, EXW WKH VHFRQG ZLOO JHW \RX LQWR GLIILFXOWLHV. TKH SHUVRQ ZKR LV LOO-
KXPRUHG DW D SDUW\ LV HYHQ PRUH RI D EHDVW WKDQ KH DSSHDUV WR EH. E[FHOOHQW MRNHV DUH SOHDVDQW,
DQG WR NQRZ KRZ WR WDNH WKHP LV D VLJQ RI WDOHQW. II \RX VKRZ \RX DUH SLTXHG, \RX'OO PDNH RWKHUV
SLFN DW \RX DJDLQ. TKHUH LV D PRPHQW WR VWRS MRNLQJ DQG QRW SURYLGH RFFDVLRQ IRU PRUH. TKH
PRVW VHULRXV SUREOHPV KDYH DULVHQ IURP MRNLQJ. TKHUH LV QRWKLQJ WKDW UHTXLUHV PRUH DWWHQWLRQ
DQG VNLOO. BHIRUH \RX EHJLQ, NQRZ KRZ PXFK VRPHRQH HOVH FDQ WDNH.

242. FROORZ WKURXJK RQ \RXU YLFWRULHV.
SRPH SHRSOH GR HYHU\WKLQJ WR EHJLQ DQG QRWKLQJ WR HQG. FLFNOH FKDUDFWHUV, WKH\ VWDUW EXW GRQ'W
SHUVLVW. TKH\ QHYHU ZLQ SUDLVH EHFDXVH WKH\ FDUU\ RQ EXW GRQ'W FDUU\ WKURXJK. TR WKHP
HYHU\WKLQJ LV RYHU EHIRUH LW HQGV. TKH SSDQLDUG LV NQRZQ IRU KLV LPSDWLHQFH, DV WKH BHOJLDQ LV
IRU KLV SDWLHQFH. TKH ODWWHU ILQLVKHV WKLQJV, WKH IRUPHU ILQLVKHV WKHP RII; KH VZHDWV XQWLO KH KDV
FRQTXHUHG GLIILFXOW\, LV FRQWHQW WR FRQTXHU, EXW GRHVQ'W NQRZ KRZ WR FDUU\ WKURXJK RQ KLV
YLFWRU\. HH SURYHV WKDW KH can EXW GRHVQ'W ZanW WR. TKLV LV DOZD\V D GHIHFW : LW VKRZV HLWKHU
LQFRQVWDQF\ RU KDYLQJ UDVKO\ DWWHPSWHG WKH LPSRVVLEOH. :KDW LV ZRUWK GRLQJ LV ZRUWK ILQLVKLQJ.
II LW LVQ'W ZRUWK ILQLVKLQJ, ZK\ EHJLQ DW DOO? TKH ZLVH GRQ'W PHUHO\ VWDON WKHLU SUH\, WKH\ PDNH WKH
NLOO.

243. DRQ'W bH aOO GRYH.
LHW WKH JXLOH RI WKH VHUSHQW DOWHUQDWH ZLWK WKH LQQRFHQFH RI WKH GRYH. NR RQH LV HDVLHU WR IRRO
WKDQ D JRRG PDQ; WKH SHUVRQ ZKR QHYHU OLHV EHOLHYHV RWKHUV HDVLO\, DQG WKH RQH ZKR QHYHU
GHFHLYHV WUXVWV RWKHUV. BHLQJ IRROHG LVQ'W DOZD\V D VLJQ RI IRROLVKQHVV; VRPHWLPHV LW VKRZV
JRRGQHVV. TZR NLQGV RI SHRSOH DUH JRRG DW IRUHVHHLQJ GDQJHU : WKRVH ZKR KDYH OHDUQHG DW WKHLU
RZQ H[SHQVH DQG WKH FOHYHU SHRSOH ZKR OHDUQ D JUHDW GHDO DW WKH H[SHQVH RI RWKHUV. <RX VKRXOG
EH DV FDXWLRXV DW IRUHVHHLQJ GLIILFXOWLHV DV \RX DUH VKUHZG DW JHWWLQJ RXW RI WKHP. DRQ'W EH VR



JRRG WKDW \RX JLYH RWKHUV WKH FKDQFH WR EH EDG. BH SDUW VHUSHQW DQG SDUW GRYH; QRW D PRQVWHU, EXW
D SURGLJ\.

244. POaFH RWKHUV LQ \RXU GHbW.
SRPH SHRSOH GLVJXLVH WKHLU RZQ SURILW DV WKH SURILW RI RWKHUV : WKH\ PDNH LW DSSHDU WKH\ DUH
JUDQWLQJ D IDYRU ZKHQ WKH\ DUH UHDOO\ UHFHLYLQJ RQH. SRPH DUH VR VKUHZG WKDW WKH\ EHVWRZ KRQRU
E\ DVNLQJ D IDYRU; DQG WKH\ KRQRU RWKHUV ZLWK WKHLU RZQ JDLQ. TKH\ DUUDQJH WKLQJV VR WKDW RWKHUV
VHHP WR EH SD\LQJ WKHP WKHLU GXH ZKHQ WKH\ JLYH WKHP VRPHWKLQJ. E[WUDRUGLQDULO\ FOHYHU, WKH\
VFUDPEOH WKH RUGHU RI GRLQJ IDYRUV DQG FDVW GRXEW XSRQ ZKR LV IDYRULQJ ZKRP. TKH\ EX\ WKH
EHVW WKLQJV ZLWK VLPSOH SUDLVH. B\ VKRZLQJ WKH\ OLNH VRPHWKLQJ, WKH\ EHVWRZ KRQRU DQG IODWWHU\.
TKH\ VWDNH D FODLP RQ WKH FRXUWHV\ RI RWKHUV, PDNLQJ D GHEW RXW RI VRPHWKLQJ WKH\ WKHPVHOYHV
VKRXOG KDYH IHOW JUDWHIXO IRU. TKH\ XVH WKH YHUE Rblige LQ WKH DFWLYH YRLFH UDWKHU WKDQ LQ WKH
SDVVLYH, DQG DUH EHWWHU DW SROLWLFV WKDQ DW JUDPPDU. TKLV LV D JUHDW VXEWOHW\, EXW LW LV HYHQ PRUH
VXEWOH WR FDWFK VRPHRQH GRLQJ LW, XQGR WKH H[FKDQJH, UHWXUQ VRPHRQH'V KRQRU, DQG UHFRYHU WKH
DGYDQWDJH.

245. SRPHWLPHV \RX VKRXOG UHaVRQ ZLWK XQFRPPRQ VHQVH.
IW EHWRNHQV D VXSHULRU WDOHQW. DRQ'W WKLQN KLJKO\ RI WKH SHUVRQ ZKR QHYHU RSSRVHV \RX. IW GRHVQ'W
VKRZ WKDW KH ORYHV \RX, LW VKRZV KH ORYHV KLPVHOI. DRQ'W EH IRROHG E\ IODWWHU\ : GRQ'W UHZDUG LW,
FRQGHPQ LW. CRQVLGHU LW DQ KRQRU WR EH FULWLFL]HG, HVSHFLDOO\ E\ WKRVH ZKR VSHDN LOO RI JRRG
SHRSOH. <RX VKRXOG EH SDLQHG ZKHQ \RXU WKLQJV SOHDVH HYHU\RQH; LW LV D VLJQ WKDW WKH\ DUH QRW
JRRG, IRU SHUIHFWLRQ EHORQJV WR RQO\ D IHZ.

246. DRQ'W JLYH H[SOaQaWLRQV WR WKRVH ZKR KaYHQ'W aVNHG IRU WKHP.
AQG DOWKRXJK WKH\ aUe DVNHG IRU, LW LV IROO\ WR JLYH WKHP WRR HDJHUO\. TR RIIHU H[FXVHV EHIRUH
WKH\ DUH FDOOHG IRU LV WR LQFULPLQDWH \RXUVHOI, DQG WR EOHHG \RXUVHOI ZKHQ \RX DUH KHDOWK\ LV WR
DWWUDFW PDODG\ DQG PDOLFH. E[FXVLQJ \RXUVHOI EHIRUHKDQG DZDNHQV VXVSLFLRQV WKDW ZHUH IDVW
DVOHHS. TKH SUXGHQW SHUVRQ VKRXOG QHYHU EOLQN EHIRUH WKH VXVSLFLRQV RI RWKHUV : WKDW ZRXOG EH
ORRNLQJ IRU RIIHQVH. HH VKRXOG WU\ WR GLVVLPXODWH ZLWK D ILUP, ULJKWHRXV PDQQHU.

247. KQRZ a OLWWOH PRUH, OLYH a OLWWOH OHVV.
SRPH VD\ WKH RSSRVLWH. TKH ULJKW NLQG RI OHLVXUH LV EHWWHU WKDQ WKH ZURQJ NLQG RI ZRUN. :H KDYH
QRWKLQJ WR FDOO RXU RZQ EXW WLPH, WKH RQO\ DERGH RI WKH KHOSOHVV DQG KRPHOHVV. LLIH LV SUHFLRXV,
DQG LW LV DV IRROLVK WR VSHQG LW RQ PHFKDQLFDO WDVNV DV WR VSHQG WRR PXFK RI LW RQ ORIW\ RQHV.
BXUGHQ \RXUVHOI QHLWKHU ZLWK RFFXSDWLRQV QRU ZLWK HQY\. <RX ZLOO WUDPSOH RQ OLIH DQG VXIIRFDWH
WKH VSLULW. SRPH H[WHQG WKLV SULQFLSOH WR NQRZOHGJH, EXW RQH FDQQRW OLYH LI RQH GRHVQ'W NQRZ.

248. DRQ'W bH RbVHVVHG ZLWK WKH OaWHVW.
IPSHUWLQHQFH DOZD\V JRHV WR H[WUHPHV, DQG WKHUH DUH SHRSOH ZKR RQO\ EHOLHYH WKH ODWHVW WKLQJ
WKH\'YH KHDUG. TKHLU VHQVHV DQG GHVLUHV DUH PDGH RI ZD[ : ZKDWHYHU LW LV, WKH "ODWHVW" LPSUHVVHV
WKHP DQG ZLSHV RXW DOO WKDW ZHQW EHIRUH. TKHVH SHRSOH DUH DV HDVLO\ ZRQ DV ORVW. EYHU\RQH SDLQWV
WKHP D GLIIHUHQW FRORU. TKH\ DUH EDG FRQILGDQWV : FKLOGUHQ ZKR QHYHU JURZ XS. FLFNOH LQ WKHLU
MXGJPHQWV DQG DIIHFWLRQV, WKH\ DUH DOZD\V LQ IOX[, ZLWK D OLPSLQJ ZLOO DQG MXGJPHQW, WLOWLQJ WKLV
ZD\ RU WKDW.

249. DRQ'W VWaUW OLYLQJ ZKHQ \RX VKRXOG bH HQGLQJ.
SRPH UHVW DW WKH EHJLQQLQJ DQG OHDYH WKHLU HIIRUWV DQG IDWLJXH IRU ODVW. DR WKH HVVHQWLDO WKLQJV
ILUVW, DQG ODWHU, LI WKHUH LV WLPH, WKRVH WKDW DUH DFFHVVRU\. SRPH ZDQW WR WULXPSK EHIRUH WKH\
VWUXJJOH. OWKHUV EHJLQ WKHLU VWXGLHV ZLWK ZKDW PDWWHUV OHDVW DQG SRVWSRQH ZKDW FDQ EULQJ UHQRZQ
DQG XVHIXOQHVV XQWLO WKH HQG RI WKHLU OLYHV. SRPH SHRSOH JURZ YDLQ DV VRRQ DV WKH\ KDYH EHJXQ WR
PDNH WKHLU IRUWXQH. MHWKRG LV HVVHQWLDO LQ NQRZLQJ DQG LQ OLYLQJ.

250. WKHQ VKRXOG ZH UHaVRQ baFNZaUG?
:KHQ ZH DUH VSRNHQ WR ZLWK PDOLFH. SRPH SHRSOH UHYHUVH HYHU\WKLQJ : \HV LV QR DQG QR LV \HV.
II WKH\ FULWLFL]H VRPHWKLQJ, LW PHDQV WKH\ WKLQN KLJKO\ RI LW. BHFDXVH WKH\ FRYHW LW IRU
WKHPVHOYHV, WKH\ WU\ WR GLVFUHGLW LW IRU RWKHUV. NRW DOO SUDLVH LQYROYHV VSHDNLQJ ZHOO. SRPH



SHRSOH DYRLG SUDLVLQJ WKH JRRG E\ SUDLVLQJ WKH EDG. II VRPHRQH ILQGV QR RQH EDG, KH FDQ ILQG QR
RQH JRRG.
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251. UVH KXPaQ PHaQV aV WKRXJK GLYLQH RQHV GLGQ'W H[LVW, aQG GLYLQH PHaQV aV WKRXJK
WKHUH ZHUH QR KXPaQ RQHV.

 A JUHDW PDVWHU* JDYH WKDW DGYLFH, DQG LW UHTXLUHV QR FRPPHQW.
 *>6DLQW IJQDWLXV RI LR\ROD (1491-1556), IRXQGHU RI WKH 6RFLHW\ RI JHVXV@

252. LLYH QHLWKHU HQWLUHO\ IRU \RXUVHOI QRU HQWLUHO\ IRU RWKHUV.
 IW LV D YXOJDU VRUW RI W\UDQQ\. II \RX ZDQW WR EHORQJ HQWLUHO\ WR \RXUVHOI, \RX'OO ZDQW HYHU\WKLQJ

IRU \RXUVHOI. 6XFK SHRSOH GRQ'W NQRZ KRZ WR \LHOG, HYHQ LQ WKH VPDOOHVW WKLQJV, RU JLYH XS HYHQ D
WLQ\ ELW RI WKHLU RZQ FRPIRUW. 7KH\ QHYHU ZLQ RWKHU SHRSOH'V IDYRU; WKH\ WUXVW LQ WKHLU IRUWXQH,
DQG DFTXLUH D IDOVH VHQVH RI VHFXULW\. IW LV JRRG WR EHORQJ WR RWKHUV DW WLPHV VR WKDW RWKHUV FDQ
EHORQJ WR \RX. II \RX KROG SXEOLF RIILFH, \RX PXVW EH D SXEOLF VODYH. ELWKHU EHDU WKH EXUGHQ RU
JLYH XS WKH EHUWK, DV WKH ROG ZRPDQ VDLG WR HDGULDQ. 6RPH SHRSOH EHORQJ HQWLUHO\ WR RWKHUV, IRU
IRROLVKQHVV DOZD\V GHDOV LQ H[FHVV, DQG WKLV LV D YHU\ XQKDSS\ VRUW RI H[FHVV. 7KH\ KDYH QRW D
GD\, QRW DQ KRXU WR FDOO WKHLU RZQ, VR FRPSOHWHO\ GR WKH\ JLYH WKHPVHOYHV WR RWKHUV. 7KLV LV WUXH
HYHQ LQ PDWWHUV RI XQGHUVWDQGLQJ. 6RPH SHRSOH NQRZ HYHU\WKLQJ IRU RWKHUV DQG QRWKLQJ IRU
WKHPVHOYHV. II \RX DUH SUXGHQW, \RX ZLOO XQGHUVWDQG WKDW SHRSOH VHHN \RX QRW IRU \RXU RZQ VDNH
EXW IRU WKHLU RZQ. :KDW LQWHUHVWV WKHP LV ZKDW \RX FDQ GR IRU WKHP.

253. DRQ'W H[SUHVV \RXU LGHaV WRR cOHaUO\.
 MRVW SHRSOH WKLQN OLWWOH RI ZKDW WKH\ XQGHUVWDQG, DQG YHQHUDWH ZKDW WKH\ GR QRW. 7R EH YDOXHG,

WKLQJV PXVW EH GLIILFXOW : LI WKH\ FDQ'W XQGHUVWDQG \RX, SHRSOH ZLOO WKLQN PRUH KLJKO\ RI \RX. 7R
ZLQ UHVSHFW, PDNH \RXUVHOI VHHP ZLVHU DQG PRUH SUXGHQW WKDQ LV UHTXLUHG E\ WKH SHUVRQ \RX DUH
GHDOLQJ ZLWK. BXW GR VR ZLWK PRGHUDWLRQ. IQWHOOLJHQW SHRSOH YDOXH EUDLQV, EXW PRVW SHRSOH
GHPDQG D FHUWDLQ HOHYDWLRQ. KHHS WKHP JXHVVLQJ DW \RXU PHDQLQJ, DQG GRQ'W JLYH WKHP D FKDQFH
WR FULWLFL]H \RX. MDQ\ SUDLVH ZLWKRXW EHLQJ DEOH WR VD\ ZK\. 7KH\ YHQHUDWH DQ\WKLQJ KLGGHQ RU
P\VWHULRXV, DQG WKH\ SUDLVH LW EHFDXVH WKH\ KHDU LW SUDLVHG.

254. DRQ'W VcRUQ aQ HYLO bHcaXVH LW LV a VPaOO RQH,
 IRU WKH\ QHYHU FRPH DORQH, EXW DOZD\V LQ D FKDLQ, DV GRHV KDSSLQHVV. FRUWXQH DQG PLVIRUWXQH DUH

XVXDOO\ GUDZQ WR ZKHUH WKH\ DOUHDG\ DERXQG. MRVW SHRSOH IOHH IURP WKH XQIRUWXQDWH DQG GUDZ
QHDU WKH IRUWXQDWH. EYHQ GRYHV, IRU DOO WKHLU VLPSOLFLW\, IO\ WR WKH ZKLWHVW GRYHFRWH. 7KH
XQIRUWXQDWH SHUVRQ KDV QRWKLQJ : KH LV ODFNLQJ KLPVHOI, KLV UHDVRQ, DQG DQ\ VRUW RI FRQVRODWLRQ.
DRQ'W DZDNHQ XQKDSSLQHVV ZKHQ LW LV DVOHHS. A VOLS PHDQV OLWWOH DW ILUVW, EXW WKHQ FRPHV WKH IDWDO,
HQGOHVV IDOO. FRU MXVW DV QR JRRG ZDV HYHU FRPSOHWHO\ IXOILOOHG, QR EDG ZDV HYHU FRPSOHWHO\ RYHU.
FDFH KHDYHQ-VHQW PLVIRUWXQH ZLWK SDWLHQFH DQG WKH HDUWKO\ VRUW ZLWK SUXGHQFH.

255. KQRZ KRZ WR GR JRRG.
 A OLWWOH ELW DW D WLPH, EXW RIWHQ. DRQ'W EHVWRZ PRUH IDYRU RQ VRPHRQH WKDQ KH FDQ UHWXUQ. HH ZKR

JLYHV PXFK GRHVQ'W JLYH; KH VHOOV. DRQ'W H[KDXVW WKH JUDWLWXGH RI RWKHUV. :KHQ JUDWHIXO SHRSOH
DUH XQDEOH WR UHVSRQG, WKH\ EUHDN RII WKH FRUUHVSRQGHQFH. 7R ORVH WKHP, \RX KDYH RQO\ WR SODFH
WKHP WRR JUHDWO\ LQ \RXU GHEW. :KHQ WKH\ GRQ'W ZDQW WR SD\, WKH\ GUDZ DZD\, DQG WXUQ LQWR
HQHPLHV. 7KH LGRO GRHVQ'W ZDQW WR VHH WKH VFXOSWRU ZKR FDUYHG KLP, DQG WKH SHUVRQ ZKR UHFHLYHV
D IDYRU ZRXOG UDWKHU ORVH VLJKW RI WKH SHUVRQ ZKR GLG LW. 6R OHDUQ WKLV VXEWOH OHVVRQ DERXW JLYLQJ
: LI WKH JLIW LV WR EH DSSUHFLDWHG, LW VKRXOG EH PXFK GHVLUHG EXW FRVW OLWWOH.



256. BH SUHSaUHG.
FRU WKH UXGH, WKH VWXEERUQ, WKH YDLQ, DQG IRU DOO VRUWV RI IRROV. 7KHUH DUH PDQ\ RI WKHP, DQG
SUXGHQFH OLHV LQ DYRLGLQJ WKHP DOWRJHWKHU. MDNH D IHZ UHVROXWLRQV HDFK GD\ EHIRUH WKH PLUURU RI
\RXU SUXGHQFH, DQG \RX ZLOO IHQG RII WKHLU DWWDFNV. 8VH VRPH IRUHVLJKW, DQG GRQ'W ULVN \RXU
UHSXWDWLRQ WR YXOJDU KDSSHQVWDQFH. 7KH SHUVRQ DUPHG ZLWK SUXGHQFH ZLOO QRW EH DWWDFNHG E\
IROO\. HXPDQ UHODWLRQV DUH IXOO RI VKDUS UHHIV ZKHUH \RXU UHSXWDWLRQ FDQ UXQ DJURXQG. WKH VDIHVW
ZD\ LV WR FKDQJH FRXUVH, DVNLQJ 8O\VVHV IRU FOHYHUQHVV. 7KLV LV ZKHUH DUWIXO HYDVLRQ FRPHV LQ.
AQG DERYH DOO, XVH JHQHURVLW\ DQG FRXUWHV\, WKH VKRUWHVW ZD\ RXW RI GLIILFXOW\.

257. SWRS VKRUW RI bUHaNLQJ RII, RU \RXU UHSXWaWLRQ ZLOO bH VKaWWHUHG.
AQ\RQH PDNHV D JRRG HQHP\, EXW QRW HYHU\RQH FDQ EH D JRRG IULHQG. FHZ FDQ GR JRRG, DQG
DOPRVW HYHU\RQH EDG. 7KH GD\ KH EURNH ZLWK WKH EHHWOH, HYHQ WKH HDJOH GLGQ'W IHHO VDIH QHVWOLQJ
LQ WKH ERVRP RI JXSLWHU. >An allXsion to Aesop's fable.@ 6D\ WKLQJV WRR DEUXSWO\ DQG \RX ZLOO VWLU
XS WKH ZUDWK RI K\SRFULWHV, ZKR ZHUH ZDLWLQJ IRU WKHLU FKDQFH. FULHQGV ZKRP \RX KDYH
RIIHQGHG PDNH WKH ELWWHUHVW HQHPLHV : WR WKHLU RZQ SHW IDXOW WKH\ DGG DOO RI \RXUV. :KHQ RWKHUV
REVHUYH XV VSOLWWLQJ XS ZLWK VRPHRQH, WKH\ VSHDN DV WKH\ IHHO DQG IHHO DV WKH\ GHVLUH. 7KH\
FULWLFL]H RXU EHKDYLRU HLWKHU DW WKH EHJLQQLQJ RI WKH IULHQGVKLS (IRU ODFN RI SURYLGHQFH) RU DW WKH
HQG (IRU KDYLQJ ZDLWHG VR ORQJ). II \RX FDQ'W KHOS EXW SDUW FRPSDQ\, GR LW JHQWO\ DQG H[FXVDEO\,
ZLWK D VODFNHQLQJ RI IDYRU UDWKHU WKDQ D YLROHQW RXWEXUVW. 7KLV LV ZKHUH WKH PD[LP DERXW D ILQH
ZLWKGUDZDO >ASKRULVP 38@ FRPHV LQ KDQG\.

258. LRRN IRU VRPHRQH WR KHOS bHaU \RXU PLVIRUWXQHV.
<RX ZLOO QHYHU EH DORQH, QRW HYHQ LQ ULVN\ VLWXDWLRQV, DQG \RX ZRQ'W KDYH WR EHDU DOO WKH KDWUHG
RI RWKHUV. 6RPH SHRSOH ZDQW WR WDNH FKDUJH RI HYHU\WKLQJ DQG DOO WKH\ GR LV WDNH DOO WKH
FULWLFLVP. 6R KDYH VRPHRQH WKDW FDQ SDUGRQ \RX RU KHOS \RX EHDU KDUGVKLS. 1HLWKHU IRUWXQH QRU
WKH UDEEOH DUH DV TXLFN WR DWWDFN WZR SHRSOH. 3K\VLFLDQV, KDYLQJ PLVWDNHQ WKH FXUH, DUH QRW
PLVWDNHQ WR FRQVXOW VRPHRQH HOVH ZKR FDQ KHOS WKHP FDUU\ WKH FRIILQ. 7KH\ VKDUH WKH ZHLJKW
DQG WKH VRUURZ, IRU PLVIRUWXQH ERUQH DORQH LV GRXEO\ LQWROHUDEOH.

259. FRUHVHH aIIURQWV aQG WXUQ WKHP LQWR IaYRUV.
IW LV ZLVHU WR DYRLG WKHP WKDQ WR DYHQJH WKHP. IW LV D JUHDW VNLOO WR WXUQ D SRWHQWLDO ULYDO LQWR D
FRQILGDQW. 7KRVH ZKR ZRXOG KDYH DWWDFNHG \RXU UHSXWDWLRQ EHFRPH LWV SURWHFWRUV. IW LV YDOXDEOH
WR NQRZ KRZ WR SODFH RWKHUV LQ \RXU GHEW DQG WUDQVIRUP LQVXOW LQWR JUDWLWXGH. 7R WXUQ VRUURZV
LQWR SOHDVXUHV LV WR NQRZ KRZ WR OLYH. MDNH PDOHYROHQFH LWVHOI \RXU FRQILGDQW.

260. YRX caQ'W bHORQJ HQWLUHO\ WR RWKHUV, aQG QR RQH caQ bH HQWLUHO\ \RXUV.
BORRG UHODWLRQV DUH QRW HQRXJK, QRU IULHQGVKLS, QRU HYHQ WKH PRVW SUHVVLQJ VHQVH RI REOLJDWLRQ;
IRU LW LV YHU\ GLIIHUHQW WR JLYH VRPHRQH \RXU KHDUW DQG WR JLYH KLP \RXU ZLOO. EYHQ WKH FORVHVW
XQLRQ KDV LWV H[FHSWLRQV. 1R PDWWHU KRZ FORVH \RX DUH WR VRPHRQH, WKH ODZV RI SROLWHQHVV DUH LQ
RUGHU. :H NHHS RQH VHFUHW RU DQRWKHU IURP RXU IULHQG, DQG HYHQ D VRQ GRHV QRW UHYHDO HYHU\WKLQJ
WR KLV IDWKHU. <RX ZLWKKROG IURP VRPH WKH WKLQJV \RX FRPPXQLFDWH WR RWKHUV, DQG YLFH YHUVD, VR
WKDW \RX FRQIHVV HYHU\WKLQJ DQG ZLWKKROG HYHU\WKLQJ, GHSHQGLQJ RQ \RXU FRQILGDQW.

261. DRQ'W SHUVLVW LQ IROO\.
6RPH SHRSOH FRPPLW WKHPVHOYHV WR WKHLU HUURUV. 7KH\ DFW PLVWDNHQO\ DQG FRQVLGHU LW FRQVWDQF\
WR JR RQ WKDW ZD\. DHHS LQVLGH, WKH\ DFFXVH WKHPVHOYHV; EXW WKH\ H[FXVH WKHPVHOYHV WR HYHU\RQH
HOVH. :KHQ WKH\ EHJDQ WR DFW IRROLVKO\, SHRSOH WKRXJKW WKHP FDUHOHVV; ZKHQ WKH\ FRQWLQXH WR GR
VR, WKH\ DUH FRQILUPHG DV IRROV. 1HLWKHU WKH SURPLVH FDUHOHVVO\ JLYHQ QRU WKH PLVWDNHQ UHVROXWLRQ
VKRXOG ELQG XV IRUHYHU. 6RPH SHRSOH SURORQJ WKHLU VWXSLGLW\ DQG SUHVV IRUZDUG ZLWK WKHLU
VKRUWVLJKWHGQHVV. 7KH\ ZDQW WR EH IDLWKIXO IRROV.

262. KQRZ KRZ WR IRUJHW.
IW WDNHV PRUH OXFN WKDQ VNLOO. 7KH WKLQJV WKDW VKRXOG PRVW EH IRUJRWWHQ DUH WKH RQHV PRVW HDVLO\
UHPHPEHUHG. 1RW RQO\ GRHV PHPRU\ EHKDYH EDVHO\, QRW FRPLQJ IRUZDUG ZKHQ LW LV QHHGHG, LW LV
DOVR IRROLVK, IRU LW FRPHV WR XV ZKHQ LW VKRXOGQ'W. IW LV SUROL[ ZKHQ LW FDQ JLYH XV SDLQ, DQG
FDUHOHVV ZKHQ LW FDQ JLYH XV SOHDVXUH. 6RPHWLPHV WKH EHVW UHPHG\ IRU WURXEOHV LV WR IRUJHW WKHP,
EXW ZH IRUJHW WKH UHPHG\. LHW XV WUDLQ WKH PHPRU\ DQG WHDFK LW EHWWHU PDQQHUV, IRU LW FDQ JLYH XV
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KHDYHQ RU KHOO. 6HOI-VDWLVILHG SHRSOH QHYHU FDUH DERXW WKLV -- LQ WKHLU VLOO\ LQQRFHQFH WKH\ DUH
DOZD\V KDSS\.

263. MaQ\ SOHaVaQW WKLQJV aUH bHWWHU ZKHQ WKH\ bHORQJ WR VRPHRQH HOVH.
<RX FDQ HQMR\ WKHP PRUH WKDW ZD\. 7KH ILUVW GD\, SOHDVXUH EHORQJV WR WKH RZQHU; DIWHU WKDW, WR
RWKHUV. :KHQ WKLQJV EHORQJ WR RWKHUV, ZH HQMR\ WKHP WZLFH DV PXFK : ZLWKRXW WKH ULVN RI ORVLQJ
WKHP, DQG ZLWK WKH SOHDVXUH RI QRYHOW\. EYHU\WKLQJ WDVWHV EHWWHU ZKHQ ZH DUH GHSULYHG RI LW;
HYHQ VRPHRQH HOVH'V ZDWHU VHHPV OLNH QHFWDU. HDYLQJ \RXU RZQ WKLQJV GLPLQLVKHV HQMR\PHQW,
DQG LQFUHDVHV \RXU DQQR\DQFH : DW KDYLQJ WR OHQG WKHP, RU QRW OHQG WKHP. :KHQ \RX KDYH WKLQJV,
\RX DUH UHDOO\ PDLQWDLQLQJ WKHP IRU RWKHUV, DQG PRUH HQHPLHV ZLOO EHQHILW IURP WKHP WKDQ
IULHQGV.

264. DRQ'W KaYH Ga\V ZKHQ \RX aUH caUHOHVV.
6RPHWLPHV LXFN OLNHV WR SOD\ D SUDFWLFDO MRNH, DQG LW ZLOO VHL]H DQ\ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR FDWFK \RX RII
JXDUG. IQWHOOLJHQFH, SUXGHQFH, FRXUDJH, DQG HYHQ ZLVGRP KDYH WR EH UHDG\ IRU WKH WHVW. 7KH GD\
WKH\ IHHO PRVW FRQILGHQW ZLOO EH WKH GD\ WKH\ DUH PRVW GLVFUHGLWHG. CDXWLRQ LV DOZD\V PRVW
ODFNLQJ ZKHQ LW LV PRVW QHHGHG. " I QHYHU WKRXJK RI LW" LV ZKDW WULSV XV XS DQG FDVWV XV GRZQ.
7KRVH ZKR REVHUYH XV FDUHIXOO\ XVH WKLV VWUDWDJHP, FDWFKLQJ RXU SHUIHFWLRQV RII JXDUG DV WKH\
VFUXWLQL]H DQG WDNH VWRFN RI XV. 7KH\ NQRZ WKH GD\V RQ ZKLFK ZH GLVSOD\ RXU JLIWV; RQ WKRVH
GD\V FXQQLQJ SD\V QR KHHG. 7KH\ FKRRVH WKH GD\ ZH OHDVW H[SHFW WR SXW XV WR WKH WHVW.

265. GHW WKRVH ZKR GHSHQG RQ \RX LQWR WRXJK VLWXaWLRQV.
A ULVN\ VLWXDWLRQ, DW WKH ULJKW PRPHQW, KDV PDGH PDQ\ SHRSOH LQWR WUXH SHUVRQV : LW LV ZKHQ \RX
DUH GURZQLQJ WKDW \RX OHDUQ WR VZLP. IQ WKLV ZD\ PDQ\ GLVFRYHUHG ZKDW WKH\ ZHUH ZRUWK DQG
KRZ PXFK WKH\ NQHZ, DQG DOO WKLV ZRXOG RWKHUZLVH KDYH UHPDLQHG EXULHG LQ WLPLGLW\. DLIILFXOW
VLWXDWLRQV JLYH XV WKH FKDQFH WR ZLQ UHQRZQ, DQG ZKHQ D QREOH SHUVRQ ILQGV KLV KRQRU DW ULVN, KH
FDQ GR PRUH WKDQ D WKRXVDQG RWKHUV. 7KLV OHVVRQ (OLNH VR PDQ\ RWKHUV) ZDV NQRZQ YHU\ ZHOO E\
IVDEHO, WKH CDWKROLF PRQDUFK, DQG WR WKLV WLPHO\ IDYRU, WKH GUHDW CDSWDLQ RZHV KLV UHQRZQ, DQG
PDQ\ RWKHUV WKHLU HWHUQDO IDPH. IQ WKLV VXEWOH ZD\, VKH PDGH JUHDW PHQ.

266. DRQ'W bH baG b\ bHLQJ WRR JRRG.
<RX ZLOO EH, LI \RX QHYHU JHW DQJU\. 7KRVH ZKR IHHO QRWKLQJ DUH QRW UHDOO\ SHRSOH. 7KH\ GRQ'W
DOZD\V DFW WKDW ZD\ RXW RI LQVHQVLWLYLW\ EXW RIWHQ RXW RI VWXSLGLW\. 7R IHHO VWURQJO\, ZKHQ
FLUFXPVWDQFHV FDOO IRU LW, PDNHV \RX D SHUVRQ. EYHQ ELUGV SRNH IXQ DW VFDUHFURZV. 7R DOWHUQDWH
WKH ELWWHU ZLWK WKH VZHHW VKRZV JRRG WDVWH : VZHHWQHVV DORQH LV IRU FKLOGUHQ DQG IRROV. IW LV D
JUHDW HYLO WR EH VR LQVHQVLEOH WKDW \RX ORVH \RXUVHOI E\ EHLQJ JRRG.

267. SLONHQ ZRUGV, GHOLYHUHG JHQWO\.
AUURZV JR WKURXJK WKH ERG\ : EDG ZRUGV, WKURXJK WKH VRXO. A JRRG OR]HQJH PDNHV WKH PRXWK
VPHOO JRRG. 7R VHOO DLU LV D VXEWOH VNLOO. MRVW WKLQJV DUH SDLG IRU LQ ZRUGV, DQG WKH\ DORQH FDQ JHW
\RX RXW RI DQ LPSRVVLEOH VLWXDWLRQ. :KHQ SHRSOH DUH SXIIHG XS RU KDYH WKHLU KHDGV LQ WKH FORXGV,
\RX FDQ XVH DLU WR GHDO ZLWK WKHP. 7KH EUHDWK RI D VRYHUHLJQ LV HVSHFLDOO\ SHUVXDVLYH. HDYH \RXU
PRXWK IXOO RI VXJDU, DQG PDNH ZRUGV LQWR FDQG\ HYHQ \RXU HQHPLHV ZLOO OLNH. 7KH RQO\ ZD\ WR
EH ORYHG LV WR EH JHQWOH DQG SOHDVDQW.

268. TKH ZLVH GR VRRQHU ZKaW IRROV GR OaWHU.
BRWK GR WKH VDPH; DOO WKDW GLIIHUV LV WKH Zhen. 7KH IRUPHU DFW DW WKH ULJKW PRPHQW, WKH ODWWHU DW
WKH ZURQJ. II \RX VWDUW RXW E\ SXWWLQJ \RXU LQWHOOLJHQFH RQ EDFNZDUG, \RX'OO GR HYHU\WKLQJ HOVH
WKDW ZD\ : WUDPSOH XQGHU IRRW ZKDW \RX VKRXOG KDYH NHSW LQ \RXU KHDG, WXUQ ULJKW LQWR OHIW, DQG
DFW OHIW-KDQGHGO\. 7KHUH LV RQO\ RQH JRRG ZD\ WR VHH WKH OLJKW : DV VRRQ DV SRVVLEOH. 2WKHUZLVH,
\RX GR RXW RI QHFHVVLW\ ZKDW \RX PLJKW KDYH GRQH ZLWK SOHDVXUH. 7KH ZLVH VL]H XS LPPHGLDWHO\
ZKDW KDV WR EH GRQH, VRRQHU RU ODWHU, DQG GR LW ZLWK SOHDVXUH, HQKDQFLQJ WKHLU UHSXWDWLRQ.

269. TaNH aGYaQWaJH RI \RXU QRYHOW\.
<RX ZLOO EH HVWHHPHG DV ORQJ DV \RX DUH QHZ. 1RYHOW\ SOHDVHV HYHU\RQH EHFDXVH RI LWV YDULHW\.
2XU WDVWH IHHOV UHIUHVKHG. A EUDQG-QHZ PHGLRFULW\ LV PRUH KLJK UHJDUGHG WKDQ DQ H[WUHPHO\
WDOHQWHG SHUVRQ WR ZKRP ZH KDYH JURZQ DFFXVWRPHG. :KHQ HPLQHQFHV PLQJOH ZLWK XV WKH\ DJH



PRUH TXLFNO\. AQG UHPHPEHU WKDW WKH JORU\ RI QRYHOW\ ODVWV OLWWOH. IQ IRXU GD\V SHRSOH ZLOO ORVH
WKHLU UHVSHFW IRU \RX. 7DNH DGYDQWDJH RI WKH ILUVW IUXLWV RI HVWHHP, DQG DV WKH\ IOHH, VQDWFK
ZKDWHYHU \RX FDQ. 2QFH WKH ZDUPWK RI QRYHOW\ KDV GLHG DZD\, SDVVLRQ JURZV FROG, DQG SOHDVXUH
WXUQV WR LUULWDWLRQ. 1HYHU GRXEW WKDW DOO WKLQJV KDG WKHLU VHDVRQ, DQG SDVVHG DZD\.

270. DRQ'W bH WKH RQO\ RQH WR cRQGHPQ ZKaW LV SRSXOaU.
7KHUH KDV WR EH VRPHWKLQJ JRRG DERXW LW, IRU LW SOHDVHV VR PDQ\, DQG -- KRZHYHU LQH[SOLFDEO\ --
LV HQMR\HG. EFFHQWULFLW\ LV DOZD\V RGLRXV : ZKHQ ZURQJ, ULGLFXORXV. 6FRUQ VRPHWKLQJ WKDW LV
SRSXODU DQG \RX'OO EH VFRUQHG \RXUVHOI, DQG OHIW DORQH ZLWK \RXU EDG WDVWH. II \RX GRQ'W NQRZ
KRZ WR ILQG ZKDW'V JRRG, KLGH \RXU GXOOQHVV, DQG GRQ'W FRQGHPQ WKLQJV HQ PDVVH; IRU EDG WDVWH LV
XVXDOO\ ERUQ IURP LJQRUDQFH. :KDW HYHU\RQH VD\V HLWKHU is RU ZDQWV WR EH.

271. II \RX NQRZ OLWWOH, VWLcN WR ZKaW LV VXUHVW LQ HacK SURIHVVLRQ.
7KH\ PD\ QRW FRQVLGHU \RX LQJHQLRXV, EXW WKH\'OO WKLQN \RX VROLG. 7KH SHUVRQ ZKR NQRZV FDQ
WDNH ULVNV DQG LQGXOJH KLV IDQWDV\, EXW LI \RX WDNH ULVNV NQRZLQJ QRWKLQJ, \RX ZLOO IDOO
YROXQWDULO\. KHHS WR WKH ULJKW; ZKDW LV WULHG DQG WHVWHG FDQQRW IDLO. FRU WKRVH ZKR NQRZ OLWWOH, WKH
PDLQ KLJKZD\. :KHWKHU \RX NQRZ RU GRQ'W, VXUHQHVV LV VDIHU WKDQ HFFHQWULFLW\.

272. AGG cRXUWHV\ WR WKH SULcH RI ZKaW \RX'UH VHOOLQJ : \RX ZLOO PaNH RWKHUV IHHO PRUH
RbOLJHG.
7KH VHOILVK SHUVRQ'V UHTXHVW LV QR PDWFK IRU WKH JLIW RI WKH JHQHURXV DQG JUDWHIXO. CRXUWHV\
GRHVQ'W VLPSO\ JLYH, LW ELQGV RWKHUV. AQG JDOODQWU\ PDNHV XV IHHO PRUH REOLJHG VWLOO. FRU D QREOH
SHUVRQ, WKHUH LV QRWKLQJ PRUH H[SHQVLYH WKDQ ZKDW LV JLYHQ WR KLP IUHH. <RX VHOO LW WZLFH DQG DW
WZR GLIIHUHQW SULFHV : LWV RZQ ZRUWK DQG WKDW RI FRXUWHV\. 7R WKH YLOODLQRXV, JDOODQWU\ LV
JLEEHULVK, IRU WKH\ GR QRW XQGHUVWDQG WKH ODQJXDJH RI JRRG EUHHGLQJ.

273. UQGHUVWaQG WKH cKaUacWHUV RI WKH SHRSOH \RX aUH GHaOLQJ ZLWK LQ RUGHU WR SHQHWUaWH
WKHLU LQWHQWLRQV.
:KHQ \RX NQRZ WKH FDXVH, \RX NQRZ WKH HIIHFW. 7KH HIIHFW WHOOV XV WKH PRWLYH. 7KH PHODQFKRO\
SHUVRQ DOZD\V IRUHFDVWV XQKDSSLQHVV, DQG WKH JDLQVD\HU, IDXOWV. 7KH\ WKLQN RQO\ RI WKH ZRUVW,
DQG, RYHUORRNLQJ WKH JRRG WKDW LV SUHVHQW, WKH\ DQQRXQFH WKH HYLO WKDW LV SRVVLEOH. 7KH SHUVRQ
VZD\HG E\ SDVVLRQ FDQQRW VSHDN RI WKLQJV DV WKH\ DUH : SDVVLRQ VSHDNV LQ KLP, QRW UHDVRQ. EDFK
SHUVRQ VSHDNV DFFRUGLQJ WR KLV HPRWLRQ RU KLV KXPRU, DQG DOO DUH IDU IURP WKH WUXWK. <RX VKRXOG
NQRZ KRZ WR GHFLSKHU D IDFH DQG VSHOO RXW WKH OHWWHULQJ RI VRPHERG\'V VRXO. KQRZ WKDW WKH
SHUVRQ ZKR LV DOZD\V ODXJKLQJ LV D IRRO, DQG WKH RQH ZKR QHYHU ODXJKV LV IDOVH. BH FDUHIXO RI WKH
SHUVRQ ZKR LV DOZD\V TXHVWLRQLQJ \RX, HLWKHU EHFDXVH KH DVNV WRR PXFK RU EHFDXVH KH FDUSV DQG
VFUXSOHV. E[SHFW OLWWOH JRRG IURP WKH SHUVRQ ZLWK D QDVW\ IDFH. 7KHVH SHRSOH OLNH WR DYHQJH
WKHPVHOYHV RQ QDWXUH, EHFDXVH VKH KRQRUHG WKHP VR OLWWOH. A SHUVRQ LV XVXDOO\ DV IRROLVK DV KH LV
EHDXWLIXO.

274. BH cKaUPLQJ.
IW LV D ZLVH VRUW RI EHZLWFKPHQW. LHW FKDUP DQG FRXUWHV\ FDSWXUH WKH JRRGZLOO RI RWKHUV, DQG DOVR
WKHLU VHUYLFHV. IW LVQ'W HQRXJK WR KDYH PHULW LI \RX GRQ'W SOHDVH RWKHUV -- WKLV LV ZKDW PDNHV
SHRSOH SUDLVH \RX, DQG DFFODLP LV WKH PRVW XVHIXO LQVWUXPHQW ZH KDYH IRU UXOLQJ RWKHUV. <RX DUH
IRUWXQDWH LI RWKHUV ILQG \RX FKDUPLQJ, EXW WKLV PXVW EH KHOSHG E\ DUWLILFH, ZKLFK ZRUNV EHVW
ZKHQ QDWXUDO JLIWV DUH SUHVHQW. CKDUP OHDGV WR EHQHYROHQFH DQG, HYHQWXDOO\, XQLYHUVDO IDYRU.

275. RRZ ZLWK WKH cXUUHQW, bXW SUHVHUYH \RXU GLJQLW\.
DRQ'W DOZD\V ORRN JUDYH RU DQQR\HG. IW LV D VRUW RI FRXUWHV\. <RX PXVW \LHOG D ELW RI \RXU
GHFRUXP WR ZLQ SRSXODU IDYRU. AW WLPHV \RX FDQ WDNH WKH SDWK RI WKH PDQ\, EXW GR VR ZLWKRXW
ORVLQJ GLJQLW\ : WKH SHUVRQ WDNHQ IRU D IRRO LQ SXEOLF ZLOO QRW EH WDNHQ IRU D ZLVH PDQ LQ SULYDWH.
MRUH LV ORVW RQ D GD\ RI MRNLQJ WKDQ ZDV ZRQ ZLWK \HDUV RI WRWDO JUDYLW\. DRQ'W DOZD\V EH WKH
RGG PDQ RXW. 7R EH HFFHQWULF LV WR FRQGHPQ RWKHUV. AQG GRQ'W EH VTXHDPLVK DQG RYHUVHQVLWLYH;
WKDW LV IRU ZRPHQ. EYHQ VTXHDPLVKQHVV LQ VSLULWXDO PDWWHUV LV ULGLFXORXV. 7KH EHVW SDUW RI EHLQJ
D PDQ LV WR VHHP OLNH RQH. :RPHQ FDQ LPLWDWH PDVFXOLQH TXDOLWLHV, EXW PHQ VKRXOGQ'W LPLWDWH
ZRPHQ.
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276. RHQHZ \RXU cKaUacWHU ZLWK QaWXUH aQd ZLWK aUW.
 They say that one's condition changes every seven years : let this change improve and heighten

your taste. After the first seven years of life, we reach the age of reason; let a new perfection
follow every seven years thereafter. Observe this natural variety and help it along, and expect
others to improve also. This is why many changed their behavior or their estate, or their
employment, and at times one does not notice until one sees how great the change has been.
When you are twenty years old, you will be a peacock; at thirty, a lion; at forty, a camel; at fifty,
a serpent; at sixty, a dog; at seventy, a monkey; and at eighty, nothing.

277. DLVSOa\ \RXU JLIWV; VKRZ WKHP RII.
 There is a time for each one. Take advantage; no one can triumph every day. There are gallant

people in whom what is little truly shines, and what is much shines bright enough to astonish.
When you have both talent and a talent for displaying your gifts, the result is something
prodigious. There are nations that know how to da]]le, and Spaniards do it better than anyone
else. As soon as the world was created, there was light to show it off. Showing off satisfies,
supplies what is missing, and gives everything a second being, even more so when it is
grounded in reality. The heavens, which bestow perfection, encourage us to display our gifts.
You need skill to do so; even what is most excellent depends on circumstance and isn't always
appropriate. Ostentation doesn't work when it is done out of season. Nor should we show off in
an affected way, for ostentation borders on vanity, and vanity on scorn. It should be exercised
with moderation, so as not to turn into vulgarity, and among wise men, an excessive display of
one's gifts is not highly thought of. It often involves a certain silent eloquence, a bit of
carelessness. Wise dissimulation is the best way to win praise, for privation awakens curiosity.
It takes skill not to reveal all of your perfection at once, but to do so little by little, always
adding a little more. Let one glorious occasion spur you on to another greater one, and the
applause given to the first heighten expectation for the others.

278. DRQ'W caOO aWWHQWLRQ WR \RXUVHOI.
 When others notice you doing so, your very gifts turn into defects and you will simply be left

alone and critici]ed as an eccentric. Even beauty, if it is excessive, will harm your reputation.
When it gives others pause, it is offensive, and disreputable eccentricities have the same effect,
only greater. Some wish to be known for their vices, searching for new ways to discredit
themselves. Even in matters of the understanding, excess produces pedantry.

279. DRQ'W aQVZHU WKRVH ZKR cRQWUadLcW \RX.
 Find out first whether they're being clever or simply vulgar. It isn't always stubbornness;

sometimes it is a trick. So pay attention and don't get caught up in the former or cast down by
the latter. No one demands more caution than a spy, and when someone has the skeleton key to
minds, counter him by leaving the key of caution inside, on the other side of the keyhole.

280. AQ KRQRUabOH SHUVRQ.
 Good conduct has departed, debts of gratitude now go unpaid, and few people give others the

treatment they deserve. In all the world, the greatest services are now the least rewarded. There
are entire nations inclined to treat others badly. From some, one fears treason; from others,
inconstancy; from still others, deceit. Take notice of the bad behavior of others, not to imitate it



but to defend yourself from it. Your own integrity can be ruined by the ruinous behavior of
others. But the honorable man does not forget who he is because of what others are.

281. WLQ IaYRU IURP WKH LQWHOOLJHQW.
The lukewarm "yes" of a truly singular person is worth more than the applause of the rabble.
Why be pleased by the burps of the bumpkins? The wise speak with understanding, and their
praise brings deathless satisfaction. Judicious Antigonus reduced the whole theater of his fame
to Zeno alone,* and Plato took Aristotle for his entire school. Some want only to fill their
bellies, even on vulgar fodder. Even sovereigns need people to write about them, and they fear
their pens more than the ugly fear the brushes of the portrait painter.
[*AQWLgRQXV GRQaWaV, KLQg Rf MacedRQLa, ZhR gUeaWO\ adPLUed ZeQR, fRXQdeU Rf SWRLc
ShLORVRSh\.]

282. UVH abVHQcH WR ZLQ UHVSHcW RU HVWHHP.
Presence diminishes fame, absence enlarges it. The absent person who was thought a lion turns
into a mouse -- ridiculous offspring of the mountain -- when present. Gifts lose their sheen
when they are handled : one sees the outer bark and not the spiritual pith. Imagination travels
faster than sight. Deceit comes in through the ears, but usually leaves through the eyes. The
person who retires into himself, into the center of his reputation, preserves his good name. Even
the Phoenix used absence to preserve its dignity and to turn desire into esteem.

283. BH LQYHQWLYH, bXW VHQVLbO\.
Inventiveness reveals extreme intelligence, but who can be so without a touch of madness?
Inventive people are ingenious; those who choose wisely, prudent. Inventiveness is also a grace,
and very rare, for many are good at choosing, but few at wisely inventing, and these few went
first, in excellence and in time. Novelty is flattering, and when successful, it makes what is
good shine twice as much. In matters of judgment it is dangerous, for it involves paradox; in
matters of intelligence, praiseworthy, and when both sorts are successful, they deserve applause.

284. MLQd \RXU RZQ bXVLQHVV, aQd \RX ZRQ'W bH VOLJKWHd.
Esteem yourself if you want esteem from others. Be stingy with yourself, not prodigal. Go
where you're wanted, and you'll be well received. Never come unless you are called, never go
unless you are sent. The person who commits himself on his own initiative brings hatred upon
himself if he fails, and earns no gratitude when he succeeds. When you butt into things, you're
the butt of scorn; if you meddle where you shouldn't, you'll be sent away in confusion.

285. DRQ'W SHULVK RQ accRXQW RI VRPHRQH HOVH'V bad OXcN.
Know who is in trouble and expect him to call on you for help and mutual consolation. Misery
loves company, and the miserable reach out their arms to those on whom they once turned their
backs. Be careful when you try to save someone who is drowning. You can't help him without
putting yourself in danger.

286. DRQ'W JR cRPSOHWHO\ LQWR dHbW ZLWK aQ\RQH aQd HYHU\RQH.
You will become a common slave. Some were born luckier than others; they can do good while
others receive it. Freedom is more precious than the gift that makes us lose it. You should take
greater pleasure in having many people depend on you than on depending on one person. The
only advantage of having power is that you can do greater good. Above all, when you are given
an obligation, don't take it as a favor. Most of the time it is the cleverness of others that has
placed you in that position.

287. DRQ'W acW ZKHQ PRYHd b\ SaVVLRQ : \RX ZLOO JHW HYHU\WKLQJ ZURQJ.
You cannot act for yourself if you are beside yourself, and passion always sends reason into
exile. So find a prudent third party, one unmoved by passion. Onlookers always see more than
those who are playing. When prudence feels emotion coming on, it is time to beat a hasty
retreat. Otherwise, your blood will boil, you will do things bloodily, and a brief outburst will
lead to many days of confusion and a loss of reputation.



288. AdaSW \RXUVHOI WR cLUcXPVWaQcH.
Governing, reasoning, and everything else must be done at the right moment. Want to do
something when you can, for time and opportunity wait for no one. Don't live by generalities,
unless it be to act virtuously, and don't ask desire to follow precise laws, for you will have to
drink tomorrow from the water you scorn today. Some people are so paradoxically impertinent
that they demand that circumstances adapt to their own whims, and help them succeed, rather
than the other way around. But the wise know that the polestar of prudence lies in adapting
themselves to the occasion.

289. A PaQ'V ZRUVW dLVJUacH: VKRZLQJ KH LV RQH.
Others stop seeing him as divine the day they see him very human. Levity is the greatest
obstacle to reputation. The retiring person is held to be more than a person, and the light-headed
are held to be less. No vice is more degrading, for levity is totally opposed to respectability. A
light-headed man can have no substance, even less so when he is old, for age calls for prudence.
And though this defect is common, it can lead to singular contempt.

290. IW LV QHYHU a JRRd LdHa WR PL[ aSSUHcLaWLRQ aQd aIIHcWLRQ.
To preserve respect, don't be loved too greatly. Love takes more liberties than hatred. Affection
and veneration don't mix. Be neither very feared nor very loved. Love leads to familiarity, and
casts out esteem. Be loved admiringly rather than affectionately.

291. KQRZ KRZ WR WHVW RWKHUV.
Let attentiveness and good judgment penetrate gravity and reserve. It takes great powers of
judgment to measure someone else's. It is more important to know the qualities and
temperaments of people than those of stones and herbs. This is one of the subtlest things in life.
Metals are identified by their sounds, and people by their speech. Words demonstrate integrity,
and deeds even more so. Here is where one needs extraordinary care, profound observation and
critical power.

292. LHW \RXU cKaUacWHU bH VXSHULRU WR WKH UHTXLUHPHQWV RI WKH MRb, QRW YLcH YHUVa.
No matter how great the post, you must show you are greater. Deep talent grows even deeper,
and more obvious, with each pursuit. The person with a narrow mind and heart will be easily
caught, and eventually the weight of his duties will crush his reputation. The great Augustus
was proud of being a better man than a prince. Here is where one needs a lofty spirit, and well-
grounded confidence in oneself.

293. MaWXULW\.
It shines in the outer man, but even more in his customs. Material weight gives value to gold,
and moral weight gives value to a person. It is the decorum that accompanies one's gifts,
causing veneration. Composure is the facade of the soul. It isn't the insensibility and stillness of
fools, as silly people think, but a calm sense of authority. It speaks in wise sayings and deals in
success. You are as much a true person as you are mature. When you stop behaving like a child
and begin to be grave you acquire authority.

294. MRdHUaWH \RXU RSLQLRQV.
Everyone forms his ideas according to his own interests, and offers abundant reasons to back
them up. In most people, judgment yields to emotion. It often happens that two people meet
head-on, and each presumes he is right. But reason is true, and never has two faces. In such
encounters, proceed with wisdom and caution. Sometimes take the other side, and cautiously
revise your own opinion. Examine your motives from the other's point of view. That way you
will neither condemn him, nor justify yourself, so blindly.

295. NRW a bUaJJaUW, bXW a dRHU.
They are proudest of their deeds who have least reason to be so. They turn everything into
mystery, and do it without grace : chameleons of applause, providing bellyfuls of laughter.
Vanity was always annoying, but this sort is laughed at. Some people are like beggars of deeds,
little ants piling up honor. You should show the least vanity about your greatest gifts. Content



yourself with doing : leave saying to others. Give deeds away, don't sell them. And don't rent
golden quills so that others can write mud, offending common sense. Try to be heroic rather
than merely seem so.

296. A PaQ RI PaMHVWLc JLIWV.
The greatest gifts make the greatest man. One great gift surpasses a mediocre multitude. A
certain person wanted all his things to be large, even his ordinary utensils. Great people should
strive for great spiritual gifts. In God all is infinite, all immense; and thus in a hero all must be
grand and majestic, so that all his actions and even his words can be dressed in transcendent
majesty.

297. AOZa\V bHKaYH aV WKRXJK RWKHUV ZHUH ZaWcKLQJ.
A man who looks after his actions sees that others see him, or will. He knows that walls have
ears, and that what is badly done is bursting to become known. Even when he is alone he
behaves as though all the world were watching, and knows that all will be revealed. He behaves
as though he already had witnesses : those who, when they hear something, will be so later. The
person who wanted everyone to see him didn't care when people searched his house while
sitting in their own.

298. TKUHH WKLQJV PaNH a PaUYHO,
and are at the acme of true nobility : fertile intelligence, deep powers of judgment, and a
pleasant, relevant taste. Imagination is a great gift, but it is greater still to reason well and
understand the good. The intelligence should be sharp, not laborious. It should reside in the
head, not the backbone. When one is twenty, the will reigns; at thirty, the intelligence; at forty,
judgment. There are understandings that throw off light, like the eyes of the lynx, and they
reason best in the greatest darkness. There are others who always hit upon what is most
relevant. Things occur to them often and well. O happy fertile wit! As for good taste, it seasons
one's entire life.

299. LHaYH SHRSOH KXQJU\.
Leave nectar on their lips. Esteem is measured in desire. As with thirst, it is good to allay it but
not to quench it. The good, if little, is twice good. Things fall off sharply the second time
around. Bellyfuls of pleasure are dangerous : they cause even the most eternal eminence to be
scorned. The one rule for pleasing : whet the appetite, keep people hungry. The impatience of
desire will do more than the ennui of enjoyment, and waiting deepens our pleasure.

300. IQ a ZRUd, bH a VaLQW; WKaW Va\V HYHU\WKLQJ.
Virtue is a chain of all perfections, the center of all happiness. She makes you prudent, discreet,
shrewd, sensible, wise, brave, cautious, honest, happy, praiseworthy, true . . . a universal hero.
Three things make one blessed : saintliness, wisdom, and prudence. Virtue is the sun of the
lesser world, and its hemisphere is a good conscience. It is so lovely that it wins God's grace
and that of others. There is nothing as lovable as virtue, nor as hateful as vice. Virtue alone is
for real; all else is sham. Talent and greatness depend on virtue, not on fortune. Only virtue is
sufficient unto herself. She makes us love the living and remember the dead.

a a a a a END a a a a a

UP TO TOP OF PAGE

BACK TO MAIN LIST

RETURN TO LIBRARY

 
web hosting • domain names 

web design • online games

https://web.archive.org/web/20120322053959/http://www.fortunecity.com/banners/interstitial.html?http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/aoww/aoww12.htm%23top
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322053959/http://www.fortunecity.com/banners/interstitial.html?http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/aoww/aoww.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322053959/http://www.fortunecity.com/banners/interstitial.html?http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/library.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322060239if_/http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/aoww/aoww12.htm?sid=fcfooterhosting
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322060239if_/http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/aoww/aoww12.htm?sid=fcfooterdomains
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322060239if_/http://www.fortunecity.com/roswell/vortex/401/library/aoww/aoww12.htm?sid=fcfooterdesign
https://web.archive.org/web/20120322060239/http://www.hotgames.com/
Jeronimo Reguera


